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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

Outcome  Assessment/s 

1 
Analyse the ways in which current multicultural, anti-racism, and 
Aboriginal education policies, programs and services impact on school systems, schools 
and teachers. 

1, 2 

2 
Evaluate the concepts of race, culture, identity and diversity with regard to 
Indigenous education and the impact of socio-political, cultural and linguistic factors on 
learning and teaching of Indigenous students. 

1 

3 
Develop a range of curriculum and pedagogical materials practices to embed 
Indigenous perspectives across the curriculum. 2 

4 
Demonstrate sensitivity and knowledge of effective strategies to work specifically with 
Indigenous, and generally with culturally and linguistically diverse peoples, perspectives, 
and histories. 

2 

 
 

AITSL PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE TEACHING STANDARD 

 
Standard  Assessment/s 

1.3.1 

Demonstrate knowledge of teaching strategies that are responsive to the 

learning strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistic, cultural, 

religious and socioeconomic backgrounds. 

1 

1.4.1 

Demonstrate broad knowledge and understanding o the impact of culture, 

cultural identity and linguistic background on the education of students from 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander backgrounds 

1 

2.4.1 
Demonstrate broad knowledge of the understanding of an respect for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and languages  
1, 2 

7.3.1 
Understand strategies for working effectively, sensitively and confidentially 

with parents/carers 
2 

7.4.1 

Understand the role of external professional and community 

representatives in broadening teachers’ professional knowledge and 
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4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH 

 
The approach to teaching and learning is informed by research. This research has demonstrated the importance 
of the learning environment for quality student learning. Therefore, emphasis is placed on a learning environment 
which is knowledge-centred, learner-centred, assessment-centred and community-centred (Bransford & 
Donovan, 2005). A learner-centred environment encourages attention to students’ existing ideas, knowledge, 
skills, emotions and attitudes providing a foundation for learning. A knowledge-centred environment focuses on 
what is taught, why it is taught, how it should be taught and what competence looks like. Essential to the student 
and knowledge-centred environments is assessment, which makes student learning visible and supports 
learning. A community-centred environment recognises that learning is influenced by context. 

 

The teaching, learning, and assessment activities in this course are designed to provide students with the skills, 
knowledge and disposition to assist them with developing an informed and critically aware approach to working 
with diverse students and the embedding of knowledges, perspectives and histories in teaching and learning. 
The course is underpinned by a relational approach to critically engaging with the social, political, ethical and 



EDST5115 Indigenous and Sociocultural Contexts of Education, UNSW 

6. COURSE CONTENT  

 
Part 1: Matraville Indigenous Immersion Program (July 17-19, 2019) 

 
Program Overview: 
This intensive “on country” immersion program will introduce and engage Master of Teaching students with the local 
Aboriginal communities, their culture and perspectives to raise students’ awareness about the need for a focus on 
Indigenous perspectives in schools and in teacher education. It will ensure that TESs are immersed in practical 
experiences that will lay the foundations for more formal input and strategies for teaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students (1.4), as well as understanding and respecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to promote 
reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians (2.4). 
 
Community Partnership: 
The program will be held at the UNSW Matraville Learning Centre at Matraville High School. The school, its staff, its 
Aboriginal students and the local Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) are in partnership in the creation and 
delivery of the content of this program, and local community members are involved in leading a Walk on Country in 
Kamay Botany Bay National Park. 
 
Expectations: 
Students will be expected to take notes on program content and their development of understandings, and to use 
those understandings to develop a reflection statement which they will draw on for their formal assessment in 
EDST 5115. Prior to the Immersion Program, students are also expected to engage with key readings and consider 
areas they would like to discuss further. 
 
Please note the three-day Indigenous Immersion Program is a requisite for this course. You cannot 
successfully complete this course unless you have satisfactorily completed the Indigenous Immersion 
program.  More details are available on Moodle.    
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 Module 

 

Key Reading 
Chapters refer to 

Phillips & Lampert 

textbook. All other 

sources available on 

Moodle/UNSW library 

databases using full 

citation in this course 

outline 
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http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNpsdNMZwFk&amp;feature=youtu.be&amp;list=PLvW1evjftfvmc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNpsdNMZwFk&amp;feature=youtu.be&amp;list=PLvW1evjftfvmc
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8. ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Assessment Task 

 

Length 

 

Weight 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

Program 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

National 

Priority Area 

Elaborations 

 
Due 

Dates 

Assessment 1: 

Policy standpoint 

 
2000 

words 40% 

 

1, 2 
1.4, 2.4 

 
A1-12, 

F3, 1-11 

C6 & 12 

Monday 

5 August 

5:00pm 

https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/


EDST5115 Indigenous and Sociocultural Contexts of Education, UNSW 

plurality and fluidity; understanding the importance of context; 

• Family and community – effectively and meaningfully engaging your students’ 
families and communities in decision-making connected with schooling; 

• Curriculum and pedagogy – considering appropriate representation of Indigenous 
perspectives in the curriculum/‘good practices’ for the classroom; and 

• The Australian Professional Standards for Teachers – your professional role and 
responsibilities. 

# Please Note: Your task should include an introduction and conclusion, with the issues outlined 
above being used as sub-headings that help structure your task. For this task, a minimum of eight 
(8) quality sources should be used to support the task. See Appendix below for relevant examples to 
use as starting point 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK 2: Resources Portfolio 

 

Purpose/s: 

(i) Based in publicly available information (school website, MySchool, etc), describe and 
critically evaluate the ways in which your placement school for PE1/2 addresses the 
learning strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistic, cultural, religious and 
socioeconomic backgrounds, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
backgrounds, and the extent to which it incorporates multicultural and Indigenous 
perspectives across the curriculum. 

(ii) Based on your analysis, compile at least 8 relevant Indigenous-oriented resources, 
including people, places and perspectives (e.g. films, media, books, etc.) suitable for 
teaching and learning in your classroom. Explain the potential use of each of these 
resources, and how it will be used to support learning and teaching in your discipline 
area, and justify your choices with reference to your perceptions of the school’s needs 
for additional material and resources, the professional policy requirements involved 
(e.g. AITSL standards, syllabus documents, and Cross-Curriculum Priorities) with 
reference to academic research literature. 

 

The task: 

This post-course task is designed to give students the opportunity to critically consider what is 
involved with compiling and using resources that include a focus on Indigenous and culturally and 
linguistically diverse representations, knowledges, heritage and/or histories. This task aligns with the 
AITSL Professional Standard 2.4, which requires all teachers to embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander perspectives in the curriculum, as well as with 1.3 and 1.4. The task will provide students with 
a strong foundation for their classroom teaching. 
 

To complete this task … 

 

1. You will locate academic literature that is relevant to critical Indigenous and culturally 
and linguistically diverse studies in your teaching area. It is expected that for this task 
you will refer to a minimum of ten (10) academic sources - government reports/policies 
and webpages are not viewed as credible academic sources.  However, may be included 
in addition to your minimum of 10 academic sources. 

 

2. Use the literature to investigate suggestions regarding ‘good practice’ use of resources in 
the classroom. This should focus in particular on the curricular and pedagogical 
practices that teachers must consider in connection with what should be avoided and 
why, but more importantly, what can be done, how, and why. 

 

3. Prepare a submission that outlines the 8 resources (250 word maximum description each, 
with weblink or other source provided), plus a 2000 word commentary which provides a 
concise summary of your key reasons for including these resources for teaching and 
learning in support of the learning needs and outcomes you have identified from your 
research into the school and your understanding of the needs of all students. A gentle 
reminder that diversity should be seen as a resource for all learners, not a deficit to 
be addressed by a few.  
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION  

FEEDBACK SHEET 
EDST5115 Indigenous and Sociocultural Contexts of Education 

 
Student Name:       Student No.: 
Assessment task 1: Personal Policy Perspective 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA     (-)                 (+) 

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 

• Understanding of how social and cultural factors influence practice, and their 
connection to AITSL standards 

• Clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task 

• Understanding of relevant curriculum/pedagogical, theoretical, social, 
cultural and political concerns 

• Engagement with socio-historical concerns 

• Clarity and depth of reflection on your own and student identities, and 
discussion of implications for practice 

• Synthesising of knowledge and understanding in support of creating a 
personal policy perspective 

     

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research literature 
used to support response 

• Ability to locate relevant, recently published (<10 years old) literature 
from high-quality, peer reviewed journals or edited books

your 




