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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

This course is designed to support you to explore and critique your chosen area of research by locating it
in the context of key issues and approaches in special education and viewing it from a diversity of
quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The course provides an introduction to the impact of different
epistemological and methodological approaches in quantitative and qualitative special educational



understanding and analytical skill is a key MEd programme outcome.

But this course positions teachers as producers as well as consumers of educational research, and
beyond engaging with existing research, participants will learn the relevant skills to conduct a small
research project relevant to their own teaching context(s). The development of procedural as well as
declarative knowledge is therefore the core outcome of the course, and is prioritized throughout.

Teaching on the course is driven by a critical engagement with readings and the core textbook.
Online discussions, centred around the key readings, allow for theory and analysis to be developed but
also applied, with the aim of producing active, engaged student-researchers who will subsequently be
well equipped to apply the knowledge and skills developed in their own teaching/research contexts.
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Australian Professional Graduate Teaching Standards

Standard Description

3.2.1 Plan lesson sequences using knowledge of student learning, content and effective
teaching strategies.

3.2.2 Plan and implement well-structured learning and teaching programs or lesson
sequences that engage students and promote learning.

4.5.4 Review or implement new policies and strategies to ensure the safe, responsible and
ethical use of ICT in learning and teaching.

5.2.3 Select from an effective range of strategies to provide targeted feedback based on
informed and timely judgements of each student's current needs in order to progress
learning

6.2.3 Plan for professional learning by accessing and critiquing relevant research, engage in



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Student Learning
Outcomes
Assessed

AITSL Professional Graduate
Teaching Standards Assessed

Due
Date

Critical Reflection
of Published
Research 

50% 1,2,3 3.2.1,4.5.4,6.2.3 06/08/2
018

02:16
PM

Research
Proposal 

50% 3,4 3.2.2,5.2.3 21/09/2
018

02:17
PM

Please refer to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers on the previous page

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical Reflection of Published Research

Start date: 

Details: Task 1 - Critical Reflection of published research -3,000 wordsStudents will receive written
feedback within two weeks of submission.

Additional details:

Summary:

This task requires you to select two of the published original research papers from the session-by-
session reading list – you must NOT use the textbook for this assignment, and you must select from the
papers starred as research papers (as opposed to methodology papers, which do not present original
research*). Answer the following questions critically:

1. Briefly summarise the two texts in terms of their topic(s) and where they ‘fit’ into the landscape of
special education research (e.g. ‘this is a paper in the area of autism that found…’). You can use any of
the research papers included in the course readings for this task – not all are education-specific.

2. Briefly describe the research method used in each paper and each paper’s main finding/s (e.g. ‘this is
a qualitative paper that used student focus groups and interpretive data analysis to show that…’);

3. For each paper, critique the research method used as it relates to the topic – what are the strengths
and weaknesses of using this method for this research problem, what other way/s might have been
better, and how might you have approached the research problem?

4. Comment briefly on the writing and layout of the paper: to what extent did you find it easy or difficult
(and/or interesting or not interesting!) to read? How might the writer have improved it?
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https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/mod/book/view.php?id=1832055&chapterid=179506


UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST5458
Assessment Task: Critical Reflection of Published Research

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understand of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

understanding of the task and its relationship to relevant areas
of theory, research and practice
summaries of texts
 
representations of writers’ arguments and methods
 



Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
  NB: this ticks in the various boxes and designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,





Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
  NB: this ticks in the various boxes and designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,
lecturers may also contextualize and/or amend these specific criteria.  The recommended grade is
tentative only, submject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education

equal weight in determining the tai栀支㈠ㅩng t潊⁅椀渀椀渀最 琀栀攀 琀愀楨e⼲‱椀渀最 瑯䨠䕩ning the tai栀支㈠ㅩng t潊⁅椀渀椀渀最 琀栀攀 琀愀楨e⼲‱椀渀最 瑯䨠䕩ning the tai栀支㈠ㅩng �攀⁷′⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰牳㔲⁊‰⁛崴ㅩng.〰⹎⸮㕶漴ひ猠ᐠᐠᐠ᐀㸀⠀⬀⤀



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Example: A student submits an essay 48 hours and 10 minutes after the stipulated deadline. The essay

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Module Introduction to special education research:

conducting a literature search, APA style, journal
article format

Ethical issues in special education: conducting
research with vulnerable populations, National
Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research,
UNSW HR⁷‰⁊‰⁛䠀删挰〰〰〠 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘴㤷⸷㌸〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠㈰⸰〰㌀〰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㕩onal〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

Module :

conducting a literature search, APA style, journal

Module

View class timetable

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/EDST5458.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Rumrill, P. D., Cook, B. G., & Wiley, A. L. (2011). Research in special education: Designs, methods, and
applications.

Recommended Resources

Creswell, J.W., & Poth, C.N. (2018). Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five
Approaches. 4th Edition. London: SAGE.

Field, A. (2015). Discovering statistics using IBM SPSS statistics. London: SAGE.

Website

Pallant, J. (2016).SPSS Survival Manual. Sydney: Allen & Unwin.

 

Ravitch, S.M., & Carl, N.M. (2016). Qualitative Research: Bridging the Conceptual, Theoretical, and
Methodological. London: SAGE.

Course Evaluation and Development

This is the first semester this course is being offered.

Image Credit

Synergies in Sound 2016 

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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