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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Andy Gao xuesong.gao@unsw.edu.au 2-4pm Thursday
and by email
appointment

G22 Morven
Brown
Building

02 9065
2678

School Contact Information

School of Education
Arts, Design and Architecture
Ground Floor, Morven Brown Building (F20)

T: +61 (2) 9385 1977
E: education@unsw.edu.au
W: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/education
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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  

 

 

  Image courtesy of the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous UNSW's Indigenous strategy
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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

In this course, you will update and deepen your skills as a language and literacy teacher in the following
areas: the nature of language as a phenomenon; language form, meaning and use; language analysis at
sentence and supra-sentential levels, oracy and literacy and differences and similarities between spoken
and written forms of language; first and second language acquisition and implications for teaching; an
overview of the structural grammar of English, focusing on the verb phrase (tense and aspect), modality,
and cohesion; scholarship of teacher language awareness.

You will be introduced to these ideas through a variety of texts and activity types and referring to a range
of recent and seminal scholarly and practitioner voices within the literature in this area. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify, describe and critique the principles and issues impacting first and second language
learning and implications for teaching.

2. Explain the nature of spoken and written language.
3. Analyse and discuss structural considerations in the English language.
4. Evaluate and critique contemporary research on teacher language awareness.

Australian Professional Standards for Teachers

Standard  Assessment/s
1.1.2 Use teaching strategies based on knowledge of students' physical,

social, and intellectual development and characteristics to improve
student learning.

1, 2

1.2.3 Expand understanding of how students learn using research and
workplace knowledge.

1, 2

1.3.2 Design and implement teaching strategies that are responsive to the
learning strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistic, cultural,
religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

1, 2

National Priority Area Elaborations

Standard  Assessment/s
1.1.2 Use teaching strategies based on knowledge of students' physical,

social, and intellectual development and characteristics to improve
student learning.

1, 2

1.2.3 Expand understanding of how students learn using research and
workplace knowledge.

1, 2

1.3.2 Design and implement teaching strategies that are responsive to the
learning strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistic, cultural,

1, 2
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religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching strategies

 Students learn best when they are engaged and given an appropriate level of challenge; when their
prior experience and knowledge is valued and built upon; when they are expected to take responsibility
for their own learning; and when they work collaboratively with their peers.
Thus, teaching strategies used during the course will include:

Weekly face to face contact sessions
Small group cooperative learning to address teaching learning goals;
Structures occasions for students to reflect critically on and improve teaching practice;
Plenary discussions around core issues and debates;
Extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion. allowing
students the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate and liaise with the diverse
members of an education community, and to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of
content;

















https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/SED%20Guidelines%20on%20Assessment%20Policy%20and%20Procedures_V1%202021.pdf
http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/EDST5150.html


Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 3, 8

Week 3: 28 February -
4 March

Topic The nature of first and second language
development

First and second language acquisition. 
Acquisition vs learning.  Different theoretical
views of development (language learning). 
Stages in acquisition.  The acquisition of spoken
and written languages.  Factors affecting first and
second language acquisition.  Implications for
teaching.

Minimum required reading

Ellis (2015), Chpt 1; Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M.,
Komesaroff, L. and Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 9, 10

 

Tutorial Meeting 2 (0500-0630 pm, March 2,
Wed.)

Week 4: 7 March - 11
March

Topic The reasons for variability in second language
development 

The child vs adult learner:  Different priorities,
different processes.  Factors affecting
acquisition/learning.   Gender differences. 
Personality, aptitude, motivation, learning styles
and strategies.  The role of the L1/dialectal
factors.   Input and interaction as influences on
language acquisition.

Minimum required reading

Ellis (2015) Chpt 3; Lightbown & Spada (2013),
Chpts 3,4;

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpt 10 (part)

Week 5: 14 March - 18
March

Assessment Reflecting and sharing on factors affecting
second language acquisition

 

Assignment consultation week. Online
meeting (0500-0630pm March 16th)

Assessment No. 1 due by 5pm, March 18th,
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Week 6: 21 March - 25
March

Topic The phonological system and its acquisition 

Criteria for evaluating phonological competence
(v). Intelligibility. Segmental, suprasegmental, and
paralinguistic features of English.  A framework
for identifying and describing paralinguistic
features. The acquisition of tone, intonation, and
stress.  Age-related aspects of phonological
development.  Links to orthography and
punctuation.

Minimum required reading

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 4, 7

Week 7: 28 March - 1
April

Topic The lexical and syntactic system and its
acquisition 

What is a word and what it means to know a
word?  Meanings: connotation vs. denotation.
Semantic features, sense relations and lexical
fields.  Morphemes and morphology.  The
acquisition of clauses/word order and vocabulary.
Different types of phrases. Tense. Aspect. Mood.
Voice. The acquisition of the verb phrase.  The
structure of clauses.  Implications for teaching. 
Differences between spoken and written modes.

Minimum required reading

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpt 6

Additional readings

Hauser (2007); Myhill (2008); Stahl & Bravo
(2010)

Tutorial Meeting 4 (0500-0630 pm, March
30th, Wed.)

Week 8: 4 April - 8 April Topic The text/discourse system and its acquisition 

Genre vs. text.  Cohesion. Different types of
cohesion: reference, substitution, ellipsis,
conjunction, lexical cohesion.  Coherence. 
Conversational structures.  Cross-cultural
differences. The acquisition of written genres. 
The acquisition of spoken genres.  Implications
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for teaching. 

Minimum required reading



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and Pollock, J. (2014). Language and learning: An introduction
for teaching. (6th Edtion). Melbourne: OUP.

Recommended Resources

Additional Books

Lightbown, P. M. and Spada, N. (2013). How languages are learned (fourth edition). Oxford UK:
OUP

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9922.2006.00353.x
https://doi.org/10.2307/3587717
https://doi.org/10.1093/applin/amx039


attainment. Language Teaching, 44(1), 1-35. doi:10.1017/S0261444810000327

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2014.02.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2014.07.012
http://www.readtosucceedbuffalo.org/documents/30%20Million%20Word%20Gap.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2015.10.006
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.ref-n-write.com/trial/academic-phrasebank/
https://www.awelu.lu.se/language/focus-on-vocabulary/useful-words-and-phrases/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://aut.ac.nz.libguides.com/APA7th


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

