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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

In this course, you will develop an understanding of research in education. This will be achieved through
exploring different research traditions, research ethics, the research process including issues of validity
and reliability, a variety of both qualitative and quantitative research approaches and methodologies
used in educational research, the management and analysis of data, and critical thinking and different
genres of writing education research and findings. The course will prepare you for conducting your own
research project including issues of identifying and formulating a research question, selecting and
applying appropriate research approaches and methods of inquiry and in presenting the results of your
research.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Critically analyse the major approaches used in conducting research in education
2. Identify the relationship between theory, research questions and methodology
3. Discuss and analyse the strengths and limitations of different research methods
4. Write a research proposal that includes key elements and highlights the research question,

methodology and design.

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching strategies: The course is delivered online and provides a flexible learning environment for
students. Within this learning environment students will engage with course material through online
lectures that incorporate material presented by a variety of experts in education. Online weekly activities
will use a range of teaching strategies to encourage students to engage in critical thinking and problem
solving in the application of a range of research methods in the investigation of educational contexts
Online discussion forums will allow students to engage in collaborative inquiry, challenging and refining
ideas and sharing current practice. Self-directed reading will broaden student understanding of the range
of research methods that can be applied to investigate educational contexts. The preparation of written
assignments will draw on student reflection of a range of research methods appropriate in investigations
of educational contexts.

Rationale: The course is delivered online to provide you with flexibility to engage in individual and
collaborative inquiry. The teaching approach is informed by recent research and practice on student
thinking and learning and effective teaching which has emphasised the importance of the student
perspective.
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Assessment



https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://info.library.unsw.edu.au




Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

General comments/recommendations for next time: 

Recommended:  /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) Weighting: 40%

NB: The ticks in the various boxes are designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,
lecturers may also contextualise and/or amend these specific criteria. The recommended grade is
tentative only, subject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education Learning
and Teaching Committee.
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RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET
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Assessment Task 2: Research Proposal

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Clear understanding of the nature of research



Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)
the research design

Demonstration of the use and understanding of proper citation
of relevant sources and textbooks to link the data collection and
analysis plan

Structure and organisation of response

Clarity and coherence of organisation

Clarity anspf prterd nrcsse oslnd ncure anpClairsphndStructuon Clarity and coherencwarhndty ansc pssisClairsphsan
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https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/SED%20Guidelines%20on%20Assessment%20Policy%20and%20Procedures_V1%202021.pdf
http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/EDST5448.html






Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Main Textbook:

Cohen, L., Manion, L. and Morrison, K. (2018). Research Methods in Education (8th ed). London:
Routledge.

 

Supplementary Textbook:

Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2011). How to design and evaluate research in education.
New York: McGraw-Hill Humanities/Social Sciences/Languages.

Readings for each module in this course mainly come from these textbooks. The content of these books
is largely the same and students can use any one of these three. The books are available through the
UNSW Library and for purchase in the UNSW Bookshop. Additional readings and resources will also be
provided on Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development

Most students responded positively about the online mode of this course, but some students expressed
a need for more “human” contact time with peers. As a result, a new discussion forum chat room has
been set up for students to share their research ideas early in the course.    
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;

http://www.tcpdf.org
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