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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Chinese Studies

This is an introductory course in Modern Standard Chinese language (Mandarin) for non-background
speakers. The course will start with basic components of Chinese language: the pinyin, and characters.
It will teach you how the Chinese language works both grammatically and in socio-cultural contexts so
that you start to develop your linguistic and communicative competences. The four language skills -
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing - are integrated throughout the course. A cultural awareness
is also built into the course. Through language study you will develop an informed understanding of
Chinese linguistic behaviour, society and culture. 

This course is a beginners-level language course. All students who have had some experience with the
language, either as a heritage language or through previous instruction, must fill in the placement
questionnaire available at https://hal.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/language-placements. You will
not be permitted to enrol in a language course that is too easy for you. If this occurs, you will be
requested to change your enrolment.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.  Demonstrate a sound knowledge of pinyin and characters, pronouncing words, and writing
characters with confidence.

2. Speak with reasonably accurate pronunciation and intonation using simple sentence patterns
within topics related to survival-level language use

3. Apply communicative skills and strategies to  complete various language tasks in listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

4. Articulate an awareness and understanding of aspects of Chinese linguistic behavior, society and
culture.

Teaching Strategies 
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Assessment

 

Any other relevant information will be provided on the course moodle.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Mid term test 20% Week 6 (2-hr tutorial) 1,3

Final test 20% Week 11 (Monday Lecture) 1,3,4

Continuous assessments 45% Continuous assessments
Week 3-Week 10

1,2,3

Group interactive project 15% Week 9 1,2,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Mid term test

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Comprehensive test on the first few chapters (1.5 hours).Feedback via individual comments,
rubric, and in-class discussion.  

Additional details:

Additional information about this and other assessments will be provided to course Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Final test

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: This is a comprehensive test on the last few chapters (1.5 hours) since the mid-term
test. Student receive a mark and can consult the teaching staff for further feedback. This is the final
assessment for attendance purpose. 

Additional details:

Additional information about this and other assessments will be provided to course Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Continuous assessments

Start date: Continuous assessments Week 3-Week 10
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Details: This includes 3 x 7% on-line quizzes (1 hour each), a speaking test (15%), as well as  class
interactive activities (9%).  The Speaking test given in the first half of the semester tests students'
command of pinyin, including pronunciation and tones (40 seconds per student), and basic conversation
skills (a 2-minute dialogue to be submitted on line).Feedback via individual comments, rubric, and in-
class discussion.  

Additional details:

Detailed information about this assessment will be provided to the course moodle.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 4: Group interactive project



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of both Lectures and Tutorials are mandatory in this course.  Unexcused absence from
more than 20% of Lectures/Tutorials
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Lecture  Lesson 7: Lnguage & Culture

 
Tutorial



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Compulsory Textbooks:

Integrated Chinese Textbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version), 4th Edition

Integrated Chinese Workbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version), 4th Edition

by Tao-chung Yao and Yuehua Liu, and published by Cheng &Tsui., Available from

UNSW Bookshop.

 

 

Recommended Resources

Recommended:

Integrated Chinese Character Workbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version)

by Tao-chung Yao and Yuehua Liu, and published by Cheng &Tsui., Available from

UNSW Bookshop.

 

UNSW Bookshop.

Integrated Chinese Character Workbook

Recommended:



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
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