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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Linguistics

This course is an introduction to linguistics (the scientific study of language) and focuses on the
traditional core areas of language structure including: the sound system (phonetics and phonology),
morphology (word structure), syntax (clause and sentence structure), and meaning (semantics and
pragmatics). You will have the opportunity to work with linguistic data from English and a wide range of
different languages. You will learn to analyse language using appropriate linguistic concepts and
terminology and to argue the merits of that analysis. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Apply the techniques of phonetics/phonology to transcription and data analysis.
2. Analyse the morphological structure of words and clauses/sentences.
3. Explain semantic concepts and distinctions.
4. Analyse linguistic data and argue the merits of the analysis.

Teaching Strategies 

ARTS1690 is one of the two gateway courses in Linguistics. It provides an introduction to general
linguistics, and the foundation on which you can select Level 2 and 3 courses relevant to your interests.

The weekly lectures are divided into two parts. In the first part, basic concepts and theoretical issues are
presented within the traditional domains of language structure including phonology, morphology, and
semantics. In the second part, various problems and data sets are presented and discussed in an
interactive manner and you are encouraged to contribute to the discussion.

The tutorials provide you with the opportunity for an in-depth examination of linguistic data (drawn from a
wide range of languages), with particular focus on creative problem-solving skills in a collaborative
environment.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class test I 30% Week 5 2,4

Class test II 30% Week 8 1,4

Take-home problem set 40% 03/05/2019 04:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class test I

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: 40 minute test covering the content of lectures and tutorials. You will
receive individual feedback.

Assessment 2: Class test II

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: 40 minute test covering the content of lectures and tutorials. You will receive individual
feedback.

Assessment 3: Take-home problem set

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: This is a take home assignment which covers all the major topics of the course. A problem set
is a series of data sets designed such that students apply linguistic concepts and analytical frameworks
to account for linguistic phenomena. Approximately 1800 words. You will receive individual feedback.
This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.  

Submission notes:The take-home problem set is handed out one week prior to its due date.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Tutorials is mandatory in this course. Unexcused absence from
more than 20% of Tutorials will result in the award of fail grade.

In tutorials, you will actively engage with core course content, enabling you to attain CLO 1 and CLO 3. 

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 18 February - 24
February

Lecture Introduction and Morphology (I)
Tutorial Introduction to the study of language; some

linguistic puzzles.

Detailed instruction for each week's tutorial
tasks, activities and expectation will
be available on Moodle. You must consult
Moodle regularly for updates.

Week 2: 25 February - 3
March

Lecture Morphology (II)
Tutorial Morphology exercises.
Online Activity Morphological typology.

Week 3: 4 March - 10
March

Lecture Syntax (I)
Tutorial Morphology and Syntax exercises.

Week 4: 11 March - 17
March

Lecture Syntax (II) and Semantics (I)
Tutorial Syntax and Semantics exercises.
Online Activity Syntactic typology.

Week 5: 18 March - 24
March

Lecture Semantics (II) and Phonetics (I)
Tutorial Semantics and Phonetics exercises.
Online Activity Semantic typology. Phonetic exercises.

Week 6: 25 March - 31
March

Lecture Phonetics (II) and Phonology (I)
Tutorial Phonetics exercises.

Week 7: 1 April - 7 April Lecture Phonology (II).
Tutorial Phonetics and Phonology exercises.
Online Activity Phonetics exercises and Phonological typology.

Week 8: 8 April - 14 April Lecture Phonology (III)
Tutorial Phonology exercises.
Online Activity Phonology exercises and prosodic phonology.

Week 9: 15 April - 21
April

Lecture Phonology and grammar interaction.
Tutorial Exericses on phonology/grammar interaction.
Online Activity Exerices on phonology/grammar interaction.

Week 10: 22 April - 28
April

Lecture Summary and revision of basic concepts.
Tutorial General discussion questions on the language

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS1690.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Required textook: Fromkin, V. et al. 2018. An Introduction to Language, 9th Australian/New Zealand
edition,Cengage.

Websites: Ethnologue; UCLA phonetics lab

An extensive list of additional electronic resources is provided in Moodle. You must consult Moodle
regularly for updates.

Recommended Resources

Books: The stuff of thought: Language as a window into human nature.

An extensive list of additional resources is provided in Moodle. You must consult Moodle regularly for
updates.

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them.

Feedback is gathered from students using myExperience. It is encouraged students complete their
surveys by accessing the personalised web link via the Moodle course site.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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