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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Paul Twomey p.twomey@unsw.edu.au appointments can

be made via email

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course provides you with an introduction to the wide range of ""tools"" used in environmental
management and for environmental decision-making. These include: environmental impact assessment,
public participation, risk management, environmental management systems, life cycle assessment, GIS,
corporate sustainability, sustainability indexes, State of the Environment reporting, auditing, monitoring.
Links will be drawn between the ""tools"" course and material covered in ""Frameworks for environmental
management"" and the ""fundamental knowledge"" courses. This course will provide you with an
introduction to a number of specialist courses that may be taken as electives (in for example
environmental impact assessment).

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Outline and critique the range of tools used for environmental decision making
2.



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial exercises and
distance posts 

20% Please see Moodle site for
instructions.

1,2,4

Land contamination
assessment 

20% Early in the term. See
Moodle site for details.

2,3

Critical presentation 20% You will present in either
Week 7 or Week 10. See

Moodle site

1,2,4

Final Essay 40% Due at the end of term. 1,2,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Tutorial exercises and distance posts

Start date: Commencing from Week 1

Details: 1-2 Small tutorial activities (<500 words) on the tools and their applications. Or weekly distance
posts over 10 weeks of approx 500 words. Individual or group feedback provided.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Land contamination assessment

Start date: 

Length: 1000 words

Details: Land contamination assessment and report of 1000 words. Individual feedback provided

Submission notes:Submit via Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Critical presentation

Start date: 

Details: Group presentations of 15 to 20 minutes critically reviewing a specific report reflecting one of
the 'tools'. Group feedback provided. Group peer review allowed

Additional details:

Full details available via your Moodle site. Presentation is either in class or on-line.
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You are also expected to do independent research
and reading on the selected 'tools' (GIS, LCA, etc).
The focus will be on specific case studies. You will
submit a short blog piece reflecting on what you
have discovered.

Full details of readings, websites, documents and
other sources will be given via your Moodle site.

Week 9: 29 July - 2
August

This week we will tackle a practical exercise on
Geographical Information Systems, with guest
presenter Caitlin Buckle.

Details are available on your Moodle site.
Week 10: 5 August - 9
August

Seminar This is the second of two weeks in which students
will present short seminars in class (On-campus
students) or post findings and discussion material
(Distance students).

Approximately half the class will present this week,
on a topic related to Geographical Information
Systems, Life Cycle Assessment, Risk
Assessment, Sustainability Indicators and/or other
approaches. Again the emphasis will be on critical
evaluation of current practices.

Full details are available on your Moodle site.
Week 11: 12 August - 16
August

Seminar Bringing it all together...

This week we will develop our overview of the
whole course, and use debate and discussion to
explore the 'too hard basket' – to critically assess
the potential and limitations of environmental
management tools, and relate learnings from the
course to your own professional development.

IEST5002 Term 2, 2019 published at 23-04-2019 // © University of New South Wales, 2019
8



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

These will be accessible via your Moodle site and using the LEGANTO system.

Recommended Resources

These will be accessible via your Moodle site and using the LEGANTO system.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be via MyExperience. Past feedback has indicated the need for a 'blended'
approache that incorporates class room or on-line seminars with independent research, and we have
enhanced this approach.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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