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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Philosophy

Critical Thinking is a skill that allows you to evaluate, analyse and synthesise information gathered by
observation, experience, reflection and communication. In a world that is saturated with information,
critical thinking is crucial in deciding what to believe and what to do. As such critical thinking skills are
essential to the conduct of a responsible and meaningful life, a successful professional career and
successful studies. Critical thinking skills include knowing how to identify and assess arguments, how to
construct your own good and persuasive arguments and how to communicate them, and how to
recognise common pitfalls of reasoning and rhetorical tricks meant to mislead you. This course draws on
examples from politics and policy debates, media and communication as well as ordinary life. It provides
tools that can be useful in any program of study.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Use a variety of techniques to identify and reconstruct arguments.
2. Use a variety of techniques to assess the quality of reasoning.
3. Analyse, and assess different types of reasoning.
4. Construct logically structured and clearly expressed arguments.
5. Recognise and explain common pitfalls of everyday reasoning.
6. Seek out, identify, and synthesise information in order to defend or criticise a thesis or point of

view.

Teaching Strategies 

This course uses an online mode of delivery, through a mix of recorded lectures and interactive online
activities. Lectures will present new material. Students will then⸀ 䌰⁤‰⸰〰‰⁤⁓〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰㘸㔠㌷〰〰〠〮は⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰　最核⁒愮挀漀甀爀猀攀 搀爀㡦㘸㔠㌳㌮ㅥ⁔映䕔ਰ⹩r⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰⁲朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵″ㄹ⸳㐰㔹㈠呤⁛⠀愀挀琀椀瘀椀琀椀攀猀⸀ 䰀　猀猀敧4䜀儊䉔 䘲 猀椀瘀攀 愀爀最甀洀攀渀琀猀 愀渀搀 栀漀眀 琀漀 挀漀洀洀甀渀椀挀愀琀攀 琀栀攀洀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 栀漀眀 琀漩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰ 愀渀摤 how to

Seek out, identify, and 戀s and intera 〮〰こ瘀攀爵汬4䜀儹こ瘀攀爵氰〠〮〷㈠㤮〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰　渀
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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