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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Chinese Studies

This course presents a number of major topics in classical Chinese literature from pre-Qin period (c.
1122-221 BC) to the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). We will link these topics to various genres including
philosophical writings, poetry, essays and fiction, as well as literary criticism. The topics include
individual freedom in pre-Qin philosophers (including Lunyu, Mengzi and Zhuangzi), heroes and villains
in biographies (Shiji [Records of the Historian]), love and nature in poetry (including Shijing [The Book of
Odes], Tang Shi and Song Ci), fine arts in literati style, essays (focusing on the interrelationship between
poetry and painting), as well as romance and courtship in vernacular fiction (from Tang Romances to 
Honglou Meng [A Dream of Red Mansions]). The course is intended to enhance your ability to read and
appreciate classical Chinese literature in its different forms, as well as its underlying philosophical and
aesthetic principles.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Read and interpret representative texts in classical Chinese literature
2. Critically analyse original texts and secondary sources
3. Define and evaluate major literary theories and genres in classical Chinese literature
4. Explain the philosophical and aesthetic principles underlying classical Chinese literature
5. Demonstrate skills in scholarly enquiry in Chinese-based disciplinary studies and current

academic discourse

Teaching Strategies 

With the ever-increasing influence of China in the world arena, it is important to understand China’s past
in order to better understand its present. This course helps to bridge the gap between the ancient
Chinese civilisation and contemporary Chinese culture through a study of variety of classical literary
texts. The class meets for 4 hours each week with a combination of lecture and tutorial, where the
tutorial has a strong emphasis on class discussion of both primary and secondary materials. The
teaching strategy will be aligned with the learning outcomes of the course. An interdisciplinary approach
will be adopted, whereby literary texts will be examined from philosophical, aesthetical, historical as well
as linguistic perspectives. F〠朊焠〷核〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ欶⹥慴眀

Chinese civilisation and contemporF〠杨erm〮〰ご‰⁔ご〰〰〰ⁱ‰⸠〮〰⹔猀琀栀攀漀爀椀攀猀⁦⁅吊䉔†as䉔 䘲‱ㅫ㘮敡瑷



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Final test 20% 22/11/2019 13:00-15:00 1,2,4,5

Research Project 50% 15/11/2019 (for in-class
presentation); 22/11/2019
(for group research paper)

1,4,5

Critical Review 30% 15/11/2019 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Final test

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Students complete a test (1.5 hours), including short and essay-type questions. Students
receive a mark, and can consult the lecturer for further feedback.This is the final assessment for
attendance purposes.

Additional details:

Additional information will be provided on the course Moodle.

 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Research Project

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: This group project consists of two parts: a group written essay (2500 - 3000 words per essay)
and a group presentation (3-5 minutes per person)Students receive a group mark for the research essay
and an individual mark for the presentation. Feedback via individual comments, rubric, and in-class
discussion.

Additional details:

This assessment consists of an in-class presentation and a group research paper to be submitted via
Turnitin. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Critical Review
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Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Students write a critical review (2000 words) on course reading material.Feedback via individual
comments, rubric, and in-class discussion.

Additional details:

This assessment consists of one critical review to be submitted via Turnitin. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 16 September -
20 September

Lecture General introduction: Overview of the Course -
Knowledge framework and teaching methodology;

Introduction to Pre-Qin Literature and its historical
and cultural background;

Texts: The Book of Songs (诗经), Qu Yuan and the
Songs of Chu (楚辞)

Tutorial Discussions of the course reading and the lecture
content of the week.

Week 2: 23 September -
27 September

Lecture Pre-Qin Philosophy: the Pre-Qin philosophers and
their influence on Chinese ideology and culture;

 Texts: Analects of Confucius (论语), Mencius
(孟子), Laozi (老子), Zhuangzi(庄子)

Tutorial Discussions of the course reading and the lecture
content of the week.

Week 3: 30 September -
4 October

Lecture Introduction to Han Dynasty Literature and its
historical and cultural background;

Han Fu(汉赋) and its representative writers and

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS3456.html


content of the week.
Week 6: 21 October - 25
October

Reading Reading Week - read the provided materials and
prepare for the research review and group project;

Week 7: 28 October - 1
November

Lecture





Course Evaluation and Development

This course will be formally evaluated through MyExperience.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends S〰⁲瀀潩⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰  㔀㨀　　瀀洀 爀潥瀀洀⁭氳〠漠ex搰㔷㌠ⴴ㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵5:00pm ro数m 浬㌰″猀眀⸀攀搵瀀漀牷⁅吠䈀礀漀甀 攀渀挀漀甀渀琀攀爀 愀 瀀爀漀戀氀攀洀 眀栀攀洀愠䈀礀漀甀†9f椀氀⁬眀栀敷漀甀渀洀瀀琀椀渀最 琀漀‰‰⸰〰〰ね a�†p甀戀浹9f楯 愀 瀀愀氀 匀甀灮〰〠〮〰　猀畢〰ぴ㨀　　瀀洀 漀渀 眀攀攀欀攀渀搀猀 匰〠牰o椠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠 5:00pm ro数m 浬㌰⁯ 攀硤〵㜳‭㐷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㔀㨀　　瀀洀 攀渠則‰㕭氳〠㍳洰〰猰琺0.e瑨on湮ter a to捭 o琺0湲 浵戰吠〠呲映at洰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⠠呲‰潉f y睯unmppa礠10Ext爺0.e䕔⁂癰pahem潯捭略m wh猀洀 礀漀洀 漀渀 眀攀攀欀攀渀搀猀 匰〠牰o椠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠 5:00pm ro数m 浬㌰⁯ 攀硤〵㜳‭㐷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㔀㨀　　瀀洀‵㤷〠則‰⁧椰⸰〰汭略摡⁂y愀渀搀⁂癰楥摡⁂⸰〰⁂you en〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲er a  Sup渰〰‰⸰〰  灵bmo捭愠to⸰〰– 5:00plephone 〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲0ple睯ne汭 on weekends S〰⁲瀀潩⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰  㔀㨀　　瀀洀 爀潥瀀洀⁭氳〠漠ex搰㔷㌠ⴴ㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵5:00pm 㔸㐰⁒䜠〸浬㌰″猀睵礀漀畭浡 琀潣⁔爠　浹9�⸀攰〠䉩䉶灥甀†9�琀潣洀 潴㨀の爀⁭畢ご‰ 猀畢〰ぴ㨀ど㔀㨀　　瀀氀攰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰　　瀀氀敷漀渀敬㨀の牥 攀洀礀漀甀 数⸀攰ど㔀㨀潣⁔爠　浹94㈮㔱㤹f楯 愀‰〠〮〮洀 漀渀 眀攀攀欀攀渀搀猀 匰〠牰o椠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠 5:00pm ro数m 浬㌰⁯ 攀硤〵㜳‭㐷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㨀⁳㜵: 猷㔀㔀㨀　　瀀洀‵㜰潥瀀洀⁧䝵p渰⁂吠呲‰m礀ⱡ pro‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂琠㐲⸵ㄹ㘰〰洀〰猰琺0戰⸰〰encoun琠emy〰〠〮据琠牤⸰〰o挠呲‰m礀㤀癰楥慭y〰椰Ext爺0〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰漠a p 䴰漠潥m氠your assignment through Turnitin, please⸰‰ੱ⁧‸〮〰〰〰‰⸰呲‰獯u 〰〰〠癰楥摡⁂獥d㕰瀀猀 瑡⁂獥d⸰〰 Ext椠a 猀愀渀瑸ter獥瑨o琰〰猰d⸰〰 呹睯un牧⁂吠⹭ on w⁑ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄳ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〠則〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ⸰‰ੱ



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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