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Reflecting on Histories and Historians: Capstone

Term Three  //  2020
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Nicolas Rasmussen N.Rasmussen@unsw.edu.au While we're working

remotely, please
email me to arrange
a phone/video
consulation

314 Morven
Brown

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: History  

In this capstone course you will join all the other students majoring in History in a weekly seminar



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

In class Quizzes 15% Not Applicable 1,2,5

Museum visit and essay 20% 16/10/2020 04:00 PM 1,2,3,5

Research Essay 65% 23/11/2020 04:00 PM 1,2,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: In class Quizzes

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Class discussions will be structured around a series of questions interrogating the assigned readings.

Each seminar (barring the first) will be followed by a short-answer quiz testing your understanding of the
key concepts discussed in class.

Grades will be provided via Moodle and we'll dicuss the correct answers at the beginning of the following

Start date:Start date:



exhibits (both online and in person) will be posted on Moodle, and only reports on these listed exhibits
will be marked.

Submission notes:This assignment is usually completed by pairs of students, who must each submit
THE SAME essay

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Research Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length:



Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 14 September -
18 September

Seminar Introduction: What is history, and what
is historiography?

The first meeting will involve housekeeping matters,
including an explanation of the major assessments
and the dates due. More importantly, we will come
to be a practical and theoretical understanding of
what historians do and what the different ways they
do it -- collectively, 'historiography' -- are.

Homework Course readings in Leganto
Week 2: 21 September -
25 September

Homework Course readings in Leganto
Assessment In-class quiz on assigned reading
Seminar Professional history and public memory

Professional historians are often treated by the
public as ivory tower intellectuals who labour away
on trivial topics in the deserved obscurity of dusty
archives. Yet the public -- even these same critics
-- harbour historical beliefs that are important to
them and which they expect to be supported by
historians and historical evidence. Frequently these
cherished historical narratives conflict with what
professional historians take (sometimes
uncontroversially) as established fact.

These conflicting understandings of the past
occasionally come into the open, especially when
stories foundational to cultural or national identity
are updated according to professional standards in
public fora, such as school curricula or museum
exhibits. They raise questions about the historian’s
social role and duties. We will discuss the roles
historians play in public in this seminar, focusing on
the controversy over the Enola Gay exhibition at
the Smithsonian Museum in 1995. 

The in-class quizzes will also begin this week.
Week 3: 28 September -
2 October

Seminar Historical scholarship and advocacy
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Are historians subject to ethical standards beyond
what is required for the publication of their work in
peer-reviewed journals (e.g. truthful and complete
reporting of primary evidence sources, logical
argumentation, citation of influential or otherwise
important secondary sources)? For example,
should they publicly discuss issues only within their
domain of scholarly expertise? Must they consider
the social impact of their scholarly work in
publishing on certain questions and/or using certain
sources? Once it is published, do they bear any
other responsibilities in describing it in public
venues such as the courtroom?

The pointy end of such questions has been
experienced by medical historians working on
tobacco. In this class we will consider historians'
roles in the tobacco litigation cases of the 1990s
and 2000s and debate historians' ethical
responsibilities to their subjects, audiences, and
professional communities.

Homework Course readings in Leganto
Assessment In-class quiz on assigned course reading

Week 4: 5 October - 9
October

Seminar No class session - Labour Day

Week 5: 12 October - 16
October

Seminar



This week we consider the ways in which historians
have used gender and sex as a means of
examining the assumptions that marginalise,
subordinate, or render invisible the experiences of
individuals or groups in historiography. Beginning
with the American historian Joan W. Scott's
suggestion that historians must not merely add
women to history and 'stir', we will consider the
evolution of gender history in the 20th century and
its implications for us as historians in the present.

Homework Course readings in Leganto
Assessment In-class quiz on assigned course reading

Week 8: 2 November - 6
November



20 November History, in common with most humanities
disciplines, is the subject of ongoing public and
academic debate about the need to decolonise
cirricula and research practices. In the final seminar
we will examine the principles of decolonization,
explore what the movement hopes to achieve, and
with the help of recent scholarship, discuss the
possibilities and future of decolonised history.

 
Homework Course readings in Leganto
Assessment In-class quiz on assigned course reading
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All required and recommended readings for each seminar will be posted to Leganto. If there are any
problems accessing the reading, alert me by email immediately and I will either rectify Leganto or post a
pdf in Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Database/s (esp. for the research essay) will be introduced and discussed in our first seminar, as will the
Museum Assignment. Further instructions and the set topic for the Research Essay will be posted by
Week 3.  I may post relevant guides, short pieces or links in Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed, and students' feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered from students using myExperience. It is encouraged students complete their surveys by
accessing the personalized web link via the Moodle course site.

Following formal and informal student feedback last year, I've taken steps to ensure the reading load is
more manageable, and changed the final seminar subject to one that reflects more clearly on the
discipline's future.

ARTS3270 Term 3, 2020 published at 03-08-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
10



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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