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Philosophy Capstone: Examining Pivotal Texts

Term Three  //  2020
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Study Partner Discussion
Forum Posts 

10% Not Applicable 1,2,3,4,5

Critical Reading Exercise 30% 09/10/2020 11:00 AM 1,2,3,4,5

Final Essay 60% 07/12/2020 11:00 PM 1,2,3,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Study Partner Discussion Forum Posts

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students are to meet with a study partner five times over the course of the term to discuss the source
text, prior to our having discussed it as a class, and write a short post (50 to 75 words) for the discussion
forum.

For each discussion forum post, both study partners receive a mark (each post out of 2%). Feedback via
general discussion and responses on the discussion forum. Individual feedback available upon request.

Assessment 2: Critical Reading Exercise

Start date: 

Details:

1200 word essay, critically analysing an argument in the source text prior to our having discussed it as a
class, drawing on what students have learned so far about the text.

Feedback via individual comments and a mark.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Final Essay

Start date: 

Details:

3000 words. A focused research essay on a topic of the student’s choosing, vetted by the instructor,
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addressing an interpretive puzzle in the source text and demonstrating knowledge of its relevance to
contemporary debates. Students will also present the essay in a workshop at the end of the term.

Feedback via written comments and a mark.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Please note that lecture recordings are not available for this course. Students are strongly encouraged to
attend all classes and contact the Course Authority to make alternative arrangements for classes
missed.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 14 September -
18 September

Seminar Wednesday: 

Introduction [no reading]

 
Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Aristotle: the structure of human action,
happiness, and the human function

Reading: Nicomachean Ethics I.1–7
Week 2: 21 September -
25 September

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Mencius: Human nature and the heart that
cannot bear to see suffering

Reading: Mencius 2A6, 7; 3A5
Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Happiness, virtue, and other goods

Reading: NE I.8–13 
Week 3: 28 September -
2 October

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Mencius: What comes naturally to humanity: 

Reading: Mencius 6A 6, 7
Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Happiness, virtue, and
contemplation

Reading: NE X.6–8
Week 4: 5 October - 9
October

Seminar Wednesday:

Topic: Mencius: Losing it: getting the priorities right
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Reading: Mencius A 8-10
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Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Moral habituation

Reading: NE II.1–4, X.9
Assessment Critical reading exercise, due Friday October 9th at

11:00am

 
Week 5: 12 October - 16
October

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Mencius: Delusion and reflection

Reading: Mencius 6A 11-16
Seminar Friday:

Review [no new reading]
Week 6: 19 October - 23
October

Seminar No classes this week

Week 7: 26 October - 30
October

Seminar Wednesday:

Topic: Aristotle: The doctrine of the mean and the
nature of moral virtue

Reading: NE II.5–9
Seminar Friday:

Topic: Mencius: Recovery: getting back on track

Reading: Mencius 6A 18-20; 4A 1,2
Week 8: 2 November - 6
November

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Practical wisdom

Reading: NE VI
Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Mencius: Moral resources for doing the right
thing

Reading: Mencius 6A 1-3; 6A 4
Week 9: 9 November -
13 November

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Friendship

Reading: NE VIII
Seminar Friday: 

Topic: Mencius: Moral resources, internal and
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external

Reading: Excavated texts from Guodian
Week 10: 16 November -
20 November

Seminar Wednesday: 

Topic: Aristotle: Self-love

Reading: NE IX
Seminar Friday:

Review [no new reading]
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics. Translated by Terence Irwin. Hackett. [available at UNSW bookstore]

Mencius. Translated by Irene Bloom. Columbia University Press. [available at UNSW bookstore]

Other required readings available through Leganto -- look on Moodle for the link to Leganto.

Recommended Resources

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy entires:

Aristotle: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle/

Aristotle's ethics: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle-ethics/

Mencius: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mencius/

Course Evaluation and Development

Please come talk to the course convenor about any issues having to do with course administration, and
be sure to fill out your My Experience survey at the end -- all feedback is instrumental to developing and
improving the course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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