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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
David Bronstein d.bronstein@unsw.edu.au MB 344

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Human beings are evaluators: we praise and blame, take things to be good and bad, and think of ways
that we, and the world we live in, could be better than they currently are.  This course examines the
nature of value by taking up key topics in contemporary moral and political philosophy.  Are values a
function of human desires, choices, and affective states – or do they obtain independently of such
affective responses and attitudes? Do we create or discover the values that govern our moral and
political communities? What are freedom, sovereignty, autonomy and public reason as ethical and
political ideals? Are moral and political communities properly restricted to human beings, or should they
include non-human animals? Why do we value democratic government and how do we make it work
under current social, technological and economic conditions? Do we need to rethink democracy and
community if we are to offer viable ethical and political responses to climate change? These are the sorts
of questions explored in this advanced course, through focused engagement with key debates in
contemporary moral and political philosophy.  Precise topics and areas may vary from year to year.  

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Awareness of some of the central philosophical debates in moral theory.
2. The ability to engage critically with historical and contemporary texts in moral theory.
3. The ability to assess the merits and weakness of moral arguments.
4. The ability to recognize and understand the metaphysical and epistemological underpinnings of

various moral theories.
5. The ability to compose clear and insightful analytical essays.
6. The ability to communicate complex ideas in conversation clearly and succinctly.

Teaching Strategies 

Please refer to the information in Moodle
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Final essay 60% 04/12/2020 11:00 PM 2,3,4,5,6

Essay 1 40% 07/10/2020 02:00 PM 1,2,4,5,6

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Final essay

Start date: 

Details:



Attendance Requirements

Please note that lecture recordings are not available for this course. Students are strongly encouraged to
attend all classes and contact the Course Authority to make alternative arrangements for classes
missed.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 14 September -
18 September

Reading Tuesday:

G.E.M. Anscombe 'Modern Moral Philosophy'
Reading Wednesday:

Michael Stocker 'The Schizophrenia of Modern
Ethical Theories'

Bernard Williams 'Morality, the Peculiar Institution'
Week 2: 21 September -
25 September

Reading Tuesday:

Rosalind Hursthouse On Virtue Ethics chapters 1-2
Reading Wednesday:

Rosalind Hursthouse On Virtue Ethics chapter 3
Week 3: 28 September -
2 October

Reading Tuesday:

Rosalind Hursthouse On Virtue Ethics chapters 4-5
Reading Wednesday:

Rosalind Hursthouse On Virtue Ethics chapters 6-7
Week 4: 5 October - 9
October

Reading Tuesday:

Review Hursthouse [no new reading]
Reading Wednesday:

Julia Annas Intelligent Virtue chapters 2-3
Week 5: 12 October - 16
October

Reading Tuesday:

Julia Annas Intelligent Virtue chapters 4-5
Reading Wednesday:

Julia Annas Intelligent Virtue chapters 7-8
Week 7: 26 October - 30
October

Reading Tuesday:

Julia Annas Intelligent Virtue chapter 9
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Rosalind Hursthouse On Virtue Ethics Oxford University Press, 1999

Julia Annas Intelligent Virtue Oxford University Press, 2011

Recommended Resources

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy entires:

Virtue Ethics: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-virtue/

Empirical Approaches to Moral Character: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-character-empirical/

Moral Character: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-character/

Course Evaluation and Development

Please come talk to the course convenor about any issues having to do with course administration, and
be sure to fill out your My Experience survey at the end -- all feedback is instrumental to developing and
improving the course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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