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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The understanding we have of our nature as reasoning beings is a fascinating topic which has captivated
thinkers for thousands of years. In this course we will chart its history and focus on the developments in
the recent past. This course aims to introduce you to and to develop some key skills involved in critically
assessing and developing arguments. More broadly, the course aims to develop skills and abilities that
are essential for dealing discursively with open intellectual questions and complex practical issues and
problems of many kinds, and it is expected that to successfully complete the course, you will have
improved your ability to think for yourself in a wide variety of contexts. In particular, you will develop the
skills of identifying and analysing arguments; of being able to identify presuppositions of questions.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify arguments in extended passages.
2. Analyse and assess arguments.
3. Formulate, analyse and respond critically to problems, arguments and positions.
4. Use formal methods to aid in the critical analysis of arguments and their representations.
5. Apply analytical skills to case studies.

Teaching Strategies 

This is an upper-level course suitable for you if you wish to develop your own understanding of the use
and analysis of arguments.  and analysis of arguments.  



Assessment

See Moodle for details

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Exercises 60% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Exam 40% 05/02/2021 09:00 AM 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Exercises

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 4 x 15 mins

Details:

There will be four multiple choice tests held in tutorials, each lasting ca. 30 minutes. Questions will be
based on material presented in lectures and selected readings from assigned readings. The exercises
will test your understanding of course content and are each worth 15% of the final mark. Students
receive a mark and the correct answers in class discussion.

Additional details:

These are four (4) short quizzes in tutorial classes (see class schedule). Each takes 30 mins. 

 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Exam

Start date: 05/02/2021 09:00 AM

Length: 2 hours

Details:

This 2 hour exam covers all the work covered in the course and involves multiple choice and short
answer questions. Students receive a mark. This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.

Additional details:
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See Moodle site for details of final exam.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2374.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

See Moodle site for class notes.

Recommended Resources

See Moodle for online resources including web activities for skill development. 

Course Evaluation and Development

We will be using MyExperience to 眀椀氳㠊ss student views and will be adjusting topics and resources
taking those views into account.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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