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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
James Keating j.keating@unsw.edu.au by appointment Room 280,

Movern Brown

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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https://portal.insight.unsw.edu.au/create-case/


Assessment

Suggested research essay topics will be provided on Moodle, but please feel free to get in touch with me
should you want to tweak them or develop your own.

Any conventional academic referencing system is acceptable, so long as you apply it consistently and
correctly.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Seminar reflection 20% 20/01/2021 11:59 PM 3, 4

Research essay 50% 29/01/2021 11:59 PM 1, 2, 3

Take-home assignment 30% 11/01/2021 11:59 PM 1, 2, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Seminar reflection

Start date: Not Applicable

Length:



Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,500 words

Details:

A critical, analytical, and scholarly academic essay of 2,500 words. Feedback via individual comments.

Additional details:

Suggested essay topics and a detailed rubric will be made available on Moodle. Please feel free to
develop your own in consultation with me. Any conventional academic referencing system is acceptable
so long as you apply it consistently.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Take-home assignment

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

A critical analysis of assigned articles (1,250 words). Feedback via individual comments.

Additional details:

Articles for critical analysis and the essay question and rubric will be made available on Moodle as soon
as the course commences.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Please note that lecture recordings are not available for this course. Students are strongly encouraged to
attend all classes and contact the Course Authority to make alternative arrangements for classes
missed.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
4 January - 8 January Seminar Seminar 1 (4 January): Course introduction &

the origins of Western science and philosophy

Reading: Karl Popper, 'Back to the Pre-Socratics'
(1959).

In addition to familiarising ourselves with the
seminar format and course assessments, we'll
begin the course by thinking through the origins of
western philosophy and science. This moment,
when mythologies were discarded in favour of
reason, might be thought of as the beginning of the
critical tradition and, as such, an idea of education
that has persisted through to this day.

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3991.html


Seminar Seminar 3 (6 January): The purposes of
education

Reading: C. P. Snow, 'The Two Cultures', (1959) &
W. E. Massey, 'C. P. Snow and the Two Cultures,
Sixty Years Later' (2019).

In this seminar we will discuss the British scientist
and novelist C. P. Snow's controversial and
influential 1959 lecture, 'The Two Cultures', in
which he reflected on the fundamental division in
the western intellectual tradition between the
sciences and humanities. The lecture was intended
both as a critique of the British mid-century
education system but also what Snow saw as the
loss of a common intellectual culture and its effects
on efforts to solve 'global' problems. Snow's critique
and responses to it have remained an undercurrent
in debates about the university, as we shall see
when we read Massey's short reflection on Snow in
the 21st century.

Seminar Seminar 4 (7 January): Nationalism,
propaganda, indoctrination

Reading: George Orwell, 'Notes on Nationalism',
(1945) & Arundhati Roy, 'The Algebra of Infinite
Justice' (2001)

This this seminar we will discuss nationalism,
thinking through George Orwell's essay, written
during the final stages of the Second World War,
and Arundhati Roy's response to the 9/11 terrorist
attacks. We will discuss what nationalism is, where
it rises from (and, crucially, the role of education in
this process), its effects on the body politic, and
critique the ends that unchecked nationalism - in
the minds of both authors - can lead us to.

Seminar Seminar 5 (8 January): Evidence, justification,
rational belief

Reading: W. K. Clifford, 'The Ethics of Belief'
(1877), William James, 'The Will to Believe' (1896).

Why do we believe what we believe and how do we
know when we should modify or give a belief up?
Today we'll discuss the mathematician William
Clifford's famous essay, which started a
philosophical tradition - the ethics of belief.
Whereas Clifford argued that we are always obliged
to have sufficient evidence for every one of our
beliefs, the philosopher William James set out a
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pragmatic position in response. He argued that
there are some contexts in which it is fine to form a
belief even though we don't have sufficient
evidence for it, and even though we know that we



Reading: Clinton Fernandes, 'The wild man in the
wings: Noam Chomsky' (2005); Noam
Chomsky: Some Thoughts on Intellectuals and the
Schools' (1966); Noam Chomsky, 'The
Responsibility of Intellectuals', 1967 (these are all
short pieces!).

Today we consider the notion that universities
should act as bastions of critical thinking in western
societies. What is critical thinking and should this
be at the core of the university's mission? To
answer these questions we turn to the work of the
American linguist, philosopher, and activist Noam
Chomsky, considering his writing on the obligation





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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