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History of the Present: The World since 1900
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Associate Professor
Ruth Balint

r.balint@unsw.edu.au Tuesdays, 2-3pm or
by appointment

MB345 9385 8278
(TBC)

Associate Professor
Andrew Beattie

a.beattie@unsw.edu.au TBC or by
appointment

MB243 9385 2328
(TBC)

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Our teaching strategy is to encourage your critical engagement with course material through class
discussion, interactive online quizzes, written responses and a class test. The course will also help you
develop your analytical skills, as we work on primary and secondary sources that help us understand the
politics of the present. 
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Assessment

See Moodle for more information on each assessment. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Online Quizzes 30% 23/04/2021 05:00 PM 2, 3, 4

Writing Exercises 50% 08/03/2021 and 29/03/2021
05:00 PM

4, 5

Class Test 20% 28/04/2021 1, 3, 5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Online Quizzes

Start date: 17/02/2021 09:00 AM

Details:

Based on the online classes that focus on significant political ideologies, or ‘isms’, students complete a
short quiz weekly.

Interactive quiz, immediate feedback.

Additional details:

The online quizzes are embedded into the ‘Isms’ lecture series on Moodle. Each Isms lecture is broken
up into segments, at the end of which is a multiple choice question. You can watch the lecture segments
multiple times, but only get to answer the question once. Feedback is immediate; please note that it will
only tell you if you get the answer right or wrong. We recommend that you work through the Isms
lectures on a weekly basis, as the content is calibrated to the lectures and tutorials. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Writing Exercises

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: Exercise A: 800 words. Exercise B: 1000 words.

Details:

Students complete two responses to tutorial readings, analyzing a primary source in the light of a
secondary source. One is 800 words, one is 1000 words.
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Feedback is from the tutor via Turnitin.

Additional details:

Writing Exercises 

These exercises are aimed at developing your skills in reading and analysing primary material, alongside
a secondary source, and formulating an answer/ argument.

For both these exercises, you will be marked on your ability to use the set texts to respond fully – but
concisely – to the question. You are not expected to undertake any additional reading; we are looking for
evidence of your close reading of the set text, grounded against the material in lectures and tutorials.

There are two writing exercises, due on 8 March 2021 at 5pm; and 29 March 2021 at 5pm. Details of the
assignment are on Moodle. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Class Test

Start date: 28/04/2021

Length: 1000 words approx



Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Topic Introduction to 'the long twentieth century', from the
Spanish Flu to Covid-19; modernism

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Topic The Great War, imperialism, anti-colonial
nationalism

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Topic The crisis of interwar democracy, communism, 
nationalism

Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Topic Fascism, the Second World War, genocide and
displacement

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Topic Marxism, the Cold War

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Topic Flex week - no classes

Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Topic Decolonisation, global social movements, 
feminism

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Topic Communism's collapse in Europe, persistence in
Asia, neoliberalism 

Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Topic Globalisation, crisis of advanced capitalism, 
environmentalism

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Topic Concluding discussion, populism
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Weekly readings are available via Moodle.

Some are from the following book, which we recommend (but don't insist) you purchase, but is available
electronically through the library catalogue:

C. A. Bayly, Remaking the Modern World, 1900-2015: Global Connections and Comparisons, London:
Wiley Blackwell, 2018.

Recommended Resources

See Moodle for recommended podcasts and other resources. 

Course Evaluation and Development

The History of the Present was first run in 2019. Student feedback indicated a high level of course

https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=�鶹��madou_ALMA51236953090001731&context=L&vid=�鶹��madouS&tab=default_tab&lang=en_US


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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