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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Nick Doumanis n.doumanis@unsw.edu.au Monday 11-1 Morven Brown

334
0420316636

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The course explores the history of Rome's first dynasty and how it managed the transition from republic
to monarchy. The Roman Emperors considers how the new order was created and how it developed its
legitimacy. You will examine the lives of Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero, and such
extraordinary imperial women as Livia, Julia and Agrippina the Elder. As well as engaging with the work
of leading historians, you will read the salacious and gossip-filled Lives of Suetonius in order to assess
the merits of biography as an historical source, and analyse modern media representations of the
dynasty, including Robert Graves' I Claudius.  

 

  

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse Rome's transition from republic to empire and evaluate the historiographical responses
to it

2. Demonstrate ability to conduct independent research in order to answer historical questions.
3. Analyse and critically assess primary and secondary sources (online and in print).

Teaching Strategies 

The course will develop your understanding of Rome's transition from republic to monarchy, with special
reference to the reigns of the first five 'emperors'. The course is delivered primarily through lectures and
tutorials. Lectures will provide the necessary historical and historiographical background to each phase
in this critical period in Roman history, although you will be encouraged to ask questions during the
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Assessment

This course provides a unique opportunity to immerse oneself into the world of the Caesars. Students
are encouraged to delve into the lives of individual emperors and imperial women, and to relate their
intimate stories to the changing nature of the Roman power structure. To help us attain a sense of what
life was like in the imperial Roman family, we will watch and analyze selections of television and film
dramas about the Julio-Claudians, particularly the BBC television adaptation of Robert Graves' 'I
Claudius'. At least one of the questions in the class test will be on 'I Claudius'.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task



Additional details:

The test runs for an hour and it is based on the issues covered in the lectures. A writing booklet will be
provided, but you must bring at least one pen. You will be asked to answer four questions on broad
issues. Your test paper does not require footnotes or quotes.

Assessment 3: Presentation



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3283.html


 
Tutorial Was Nero too young, inexperienced, evil, or stupid?

ARTS3283 Term 1, 2021 published at 09-01-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
7



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, Penguin Books

Tacitus, The Annals, Penguin Books

Recommended Resources

H.H. Scullard, From the Gracchi to Nero, Routledge, any edition - old but very useful

Peter Garnsey and Richard Saller, The Roman Empire, Bloomsbury, 2nd ed - Analyses the empire from
many angles
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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