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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Heikki Ikäheimo h.ikaheimo@unsw.edu.au On appointment MB321 93852373

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Note: This is a 12 UOC course. You will enrol in 6 UOC in each of two successive terms with a result
reported by a single grade at the end of the second 6 UOC course.

This is a core course for students enrolled in Honours in the School of Humanities and Languages. This
course aims to equip you, as an advanced student in a discipline represented in the School of
Humanities and Languages, with new skills to understand your discipline in a wider range of debates in
humanities and related area studies. You will be exposed to some of the leading issues, debates and
ideas that cross discipline boundaries in humanities and area studies.  Following that, you will gain
disciplinary depth through focused reading and study.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse different epistemological and cultural traditions within the Humanities and their influence
on the wider world.

2. Evaluate changing perspectives in the history of a specific discipline and situate them in relation
to broader developments in the Humanities.

3. Communicate effectively and present work in a manner that conforms to scholarly conventions
and subject guidelines.

Teaching Strategies 

The course will be taught in the first weeks through a large seminar for the entire school cohort led by a
single convenor. This will be followed in later weeks by disciplinary reading seminars. The combination
will provide for the development of interdisciplinary dialogue across cognate disciplines and networks,
together with the exploration of discipline-specific theoretical formulations and issues. 
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Attendance Requirements

Please note that lecture recordings are not available for this course. Students are strongly encouraged to
attend all classes and contact the Course Authority to make alternative arrangements for classes
missed.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Seminar KNOWLEDGE AND RELATIVISM
Is all truth relative to a perspective, or are
some views true or false independently
of perspectives?

Simon Blackburn: 'Relatively speaking' &

Stephen Law: 'Is it all relative'

(These and all other readings for this course will
be discussed in class, and participation in
class requires that you have read the texts for the
given week before the class. On a given week there
may also be a video to watch or a podcast to listen,
and you are expected to have done that before
the class.)

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Seminar KNOWLEDGE AND THE UNIVERSITIES: THE
HUMBOLDTIAN MODEL

What are the universities for in the first place?
A look into the influential Humboldtian answer.

Wilhelm Humboldt: 'On Germany's Educational
System'  &

R. D. Anderson: 'Germany and the Humboldtian
Model'

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Seminar EDUCATION AND DEMOCRACY

John Dewey: Democracy and Education, Chapter 7
&

Martha Nussbaum: Not For Profit - Why Democracy
Needs the Humanities, Chapter 2

+ Noam Chomsky's lecture at the University
of Toronto, April 2011: ‘Academic Freedom and the
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Information about the course readings will be available on Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be gathered through informal personal feedback and the anonymous online
myExperience system. It will be utilized in developing the future iterations of this course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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