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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Anikó Hatoss a.hatoss@unsw.edu.au by email

appointment
Morven Brown
266

02 9385
8340

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will enable you to investigate the nature of bilingualism by focusing on how it evolves and
how it is maintained in an increasingly globalised world. It will enable you to understand that bilingualism
can be studied at an individual level (focusing on psycholinguistic, neurolinguistic, and cognitive
aspects), but also at a societal level (focusing on sociological, intercultural, and ideological domains).
You will have the opportunity to explore a range of topics within the study of bilingualism, including: how
communities and individuals make language choices, how bilingualism develops the brain, the
advantages of bilingualism for children's development, and the social benefits of supporting minority
languages. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain basic conceptual and empirical issues in the study of bilingualism.
2. Critically evaluate current advances in the study of bilingualism with particular reference to

linguistic, sociolinguistic, and psycholinguistic aspects.
3. Assess current issues in the analysis of bilingual development.
4. Defend or challenge language policies on bilingual development.

Teaching Strategies 

Classes will take a workshop format. While there will be some short introductions to the theories in a
lecture format, most time will be spent on interactive group discussions considering key concepts, issues
and problems. Students will be expected to do set reading tasks weekly and do a 10 minute class
presentation. 
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Assessment

Students are required to use APA referencing for all their assignments. Word length does not include the
list of references.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class test 30% 19/03/2021 04:00 PM 1

Presentation 20% weekly roster 3, 4

Research essay 50% 30/04/2021 04:00 PM 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class test

Details:

Test (1 hr) on topics covered in the course. Delivered online. Individual feedback will be provided.

Assessment 2: Presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

A class presentation (10 minutes) based on set readings and topics covered in the course. Individual
feedback will be provided.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Research essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000 words

Details:

A research essay (approximately 2000 words) on any of the major topics covered in the course.
Individual feedback will be provided. This the final assessment for attendance purposes.

Submission notes: submit online
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Topic Introduction: Definitions of bilingualism

Mahootian Textbook Chapter 1

Hamers and Blanc Chapter 1
Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Topic Issues of measurement of bilingualism - Hamers
and Blanc Textbook Chapter 2

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Topic Ontogenesis of bilinguality: Childgood bilingualism 

Mahootian Chapter 4 Childhood bilingualism

Hamers and Blanc Chapter 3
Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Topic Cognitive effects of bilingualism

Mahootian Chapter 5: Bilingualism and the brain

Hamers and BlancTextbook Chapter 4
Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Topic Language, culture and identity

Hamers and Blanc Chapter 8

 
Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Topic Societal bilingualism and intergroup relations

Mahootian Chapter 2

Hamers and Blanc Textbook Chapter 10.
Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Topic Language crossings: code-switching, code mixing
and translanguaging

Mahootian Chapter 3: Mixing languages: structures
and functions

Hamers and Blanc Chapter 9
Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Topic Bilingual education

Hamers and Blanc Chapter 11
Week 9: 12 April - 16 Reading Students prepare for their research essay. NO
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April CLASSES SCHEDULED.
Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Reading Reading week - NO CLASSES SCHEDULED.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Picture taken by course convenor

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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