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The Politics of Climate Change
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Matthew Kearnes m.kearnes@unsw.edu.au By appointment 365, Morven

Brown
x51010

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Climate change is often understood as primarily a scientific or environmental problem that requires
economic or technological solutions. In this course we will explore how climate change is perhaps better
understood as a social, cultural and political phenomenon which is remaking the ways in which we
understand our relationship with the Earth. How we understand climate, weather, nature and the
environment are crucial for understanding contemporary global warming and our responses to it. We
will examine the underlying politics of climate change. You will garner a conceptual and methodological
toolkit for interpreting and making sense of the social aspects of climate change and the often intense
political arguments that surround it. The course explores the history of climate science and the more
recent emergence of a global consensus on anthropogenic global warming. The course goes on to
consider recent work on abrupt climate change, climate modelling and the politics of climate change
adaptation and mitigation technologies. The course draws on a multi-disciplinary framework for
understanding the social, historical and political aspects of climate change, with insights from politics,
sociology, and science and technical studies (STS). You will be introduced to key areas of contemporary
scholarly thinking in the environmental humanities – including political ecology, the sociology of scientific
knowledge and contemporary political theory.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify historical and political contexts that shape the current debates about climate change
2. Apply a conceptual framework to understand the underlying social and cultural faultlines of

climate change
3. Make evidence-based arguments using independently located sources

Teaching Strategies 

This course requires students to engage with contemporary sociological and humanities analytical
scholarship in exploring and analysing the politics of climate change. It will require reflective and self-
critical learning together with a capacity to assemble and synthesise information from a range of sources
and disciplinary backgrounds. The course also will require students to apply these insights in a real-
world example and to complete a major piece of assessment that examines their capabilities to do this.
These objectives will be achieved through lectures, in-depth tutorial discussions, independent research
and the preparation of assessment tasks. In order for students to develop the forms of critical reflection
necessary for this course, participation in tutorial discussion will be emphasised and is reflected in the
assessment schedule.
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Additional details:

Assessment description available via Moodle. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Final Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000

Details:

This assessment is a 2,000-word essay. The essay topic is published on the course Moodle site.

Individual written feedback is provided. The final essay is the final assessment for attendance purposes.

Additional details:

Assessment description available via Moodle. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2242.html


Online Activity Online activities available via the course moodle
site. 

Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Lecture Going to ground – the land-climate nexus
Tutorial Readings available via course leganto site.

 
Online Activity Online activities available via the course moodle

site. 
Week 10: 2 August - 6
August

Lecture Democratising climate change
Tutorial Readings available via course leganto site.
Online Activity Online activities available via the course moodle

site. 
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The course for ARTS2242 will be Mike Hulme's Weathered: Cultures of Climate (2016, SAGE). The
volume is availble as an e-book via the UNSW library, and via the UNSW bookshop.

Weekly readings and other suggested resources are available via Moodle and the course leganto site.

Recommended Resources

Other recomended resources will be listed via the course leganto site.

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered from students using myExperience. Students are encouraged to complete their surveys by
accessing the personalised web link via the Moodle course site.
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https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/weathered/book245417
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?vid=�鶹��madouS&docid=�鶹��madou_ALMA51212429970001731&query=any,contains,Weathered+Cultures+of+Climate&_ga=2.67810257.1735425704.1555417650-1650718270.1525453068


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://unsplash.com/@photoholgic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/australia-bushfires?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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