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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Hugues Peters h.peters@unsw.edu.au Online, by

appointment
MB 275 02

93851440 /
9065 9775

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course taught in English offers a systematic comparison of French and English as far as sounds,
vocabulary, word formation, and sentence structure are concerned. It will focus on the typical difficulties
encountered by learners of French in pronunciation, orthography, and grammar in order to give them the
tools to improve their accuracy and become independent learners.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Apply a critical understanding of the tools and methods of linguistic inquiry.
2. Examine the various linguistic categories in French: sounds, morphemes, words, phrases and

clauses.
3. Compare various linguistic categories in French and English.
4. Identify some features of linguistic diversity.

Teaching Strategies 

Rationale:

This course provides an introduction to the structure of the French language and will focus on the typical
difficulties encountered by English-speaking learners of French. All of our students have English as one
of their languages as a native or a second language. So contrasting the two makes sense. We will also
give the opportunity for students whose first language is not English to make punctual comparison with
their first language in an oral grammar presentation.

This contextual studies course is integrated within the French studies program, as it builds on the
learning of the structures discovered in language courses, and complements other linguistically



Assessment
Feedback on assessment normally takes 10 working days.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Test 50% During lecture: (i) June 22,
2021 (week 4) ; (ii) July 13,

2021 (week 7)

1, 2

Project 50% (i) The group oral
presentation is due by July

26, 2021 at 5pm (week 9); (ii)
the individual written report is
due during the examination
period: on August 16, 2021

by 5 pm.

3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Test

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: ca. 50 min. each

Details:

Two in-class tests of ca. 50 minutes each covering the content of the course via problem sets and short
essay questions. The summative tests are preceded by formative weekly online and/or tutorial exercises.

Feedback via in-class discussion, error correction, and written comments.

Additional details:

The test will be conducted online.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assig〰〰〰〰ੂ吠⽆〰〰⁷′⁊‸⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰〰〠〰〰‰〰〠〰〠〮〰〰〰‹卩渰㔷〰〠樠孨　攀猀琀 琀 琀 琀 琀 琀㜀〠〰〰搰 



structure) they want to enhance.

They make a ca. 20-minute group presentation giving an analysis of selected features of the
French language and compare them with their equivalent in English and/or other languages
(25%). The oral presentation can be done in class or via online means.



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Tutorials is mandatory in this course. Attendance to synchronous lectures is strongly
encouraged and students are requested to review lecture recordings for classes missed. Unexcused
absence from more than 20% of Tutorials will result in the award a fail grade. In lectures and tutorials
you will actively engage with core course content, enabling you to attain CLO1 and CLO2. Attendance
will result in a recorded artefact (an artefact for participation may include a post, or response to an online
discussion forum, poll or quiz, while an artefact for mandatory attendance may include a record of
attendance).

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 31 May - 4 June Topic Introduction to the lay-person's versus linguists'

approach to language

Exploring the French language: Chapters 1 & 2.

Stereotypes about the French language,
prescriptivism versus descriptivism, formal versus
informal styles

Seminar exercises
Homework

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2485.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Lodge A. et al. (2003 [1997]). Exploring the French Language. London, Arnold.
Additional materials provided via Moodle.

Recommended Resources

We advise you to purchase either one of the following grammar reference books written in English:

Morton J. (2009). English Grammar for Students of French. The Olivia and Hill Press.
McNab R. (2016). French grammar made easy. Routledge.

These books give clear explanations in English about French grammar starting from the level of absolute
beginners. If you are at a more advanced level, you may want to use a more advanced reference
grammar (see textbooks recommended in your French language courses).

Additionally, you should think about acquiring a good dictionary. If you intend to do a major in French, we
recommend that you buy a large bilingual (French-English/English-French) dictionary. You should buy
the biggest dictionary you can afford: a pocket size or concise dictionary will quickly prove inadequate.
The following dictionaries are available from the Bookshop:

Essential French Dictionary & Grammar. 2nd Ed. Harper/Collins.
Oxford-Hachette French Dictionary. Oxford.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle

ARTS2485 Term 2, 2021 published at 26-04-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
9



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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