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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Mina Roces m.roces@unsw.edu.au Please contact via
email

Morven
Brown 359

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

James Paull j.paull@unsw.edu.au Please contact via
email

Morven
Brown 324

School Contact Information

School of Humanities & Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Tel: 02 9348 0406

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This Gateway course introduces you to the different countries that make up the Asian region and the
interdisciplinary methods used to research and study Asia (known as Asian Studies). Using an all-Asia
approach with a focus on the twentieth century, it will give you a broad knowledge of the diversity of the
societies that constitute Asia. You will learn about the different cultures that make up East, South and
Southeast Asia, including religion, general colonial histories, constructions of gender, Asian cities, the
politics of democracy and authoritarianism, and the connections between Asian food and ethnic
identities.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Articulate a broad body of knowledge about the diversity and dynamics of the Asian region
2. Describe key events, people, and trends covered by this course.
3. Answer questions posed using argument and evidence
4. Make scholarly arguments using independently located evidence

Teaching Strategies 

This course is designed to help you develop a questioning mind when approaching the study of Asia.
The lectures provide background information and introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives and



Assessment

Please see the Moodle site for attachments on: 

(1) Tutorial readings and questions for the responses to readings and tutorial discussion, and the details
for the on-line activity to be discussed also in tutorials (the material in the on-line activities will also be
included in the class test).

(2) Lecture handouts which will be very useful for taking notes and for reviewing for the class test.

(3) Handouts in the Moodle site under the folder "Essays" which will have the criteria and notes about
footnotes.

 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Responses to Readings 20% 14/06/2022 06:00 PM 3

2. Historical site exercise 20% 18/07/2022 05:00 PM 4

3. Test 20% 01/08/2022 11:00 AM 1, 2, 3

4. Major Essay 40% 08/07/2022 05:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Assessment 1: Responses to Readings

Start date: 30/05/2022 09:00 AM
Assessment length: c600 words
Due date: 14/06/2022 06:00 PM

Students submit a response (ca. 500-600 words) to set questions on a weekly reading before one
tutorial. Feedback is by individual comments, and in-class discussion.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

See the file on tutorial readings and questions including those for this assessment in a file uploaded in
the Moodle site.  

Assessment 2: Historical site exercise

Start date: 30/05/2022 09:00 AM
Assessment length: c600 words
Due date: 18/07/2022 05:00 PM

Students select a historical site in any Asian country and speak for 3 minutes about what the site
commemorates and what elements about the site’s history is forgotten in the national memory. Students
submit a one-page bibliography of sources consulted for their presentation.
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Feedback is by individual comments, and in-class discussion.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

An entire lecture is devoted to how to do this exercise.  Listen to the lecture first before doing the
assessment. See the lecture handout for the relevant lecture for examples and marking criteria. Students
should NOT do the same historical sites presented as examples in this lecture.  This is your original
research project and you are the world's expert on your chosen topic.

In addition, the documentary on The Indonesian Killings assigned as an online activity for Week 8 gives
one example of a historical event that has been 'forgotten' in official Indonesian histories. This will help
with your historical site exercise though you should NOT choose this same event because I do not want
you to be repeating the documentary for your presentation.



Due date: 08/07/2022 05:00 PM

Research Essay.



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/ARTS1210.html




topic for your own historical site exercise.  This
documentary is assigned to give you another idea
on how to approach this exercise. 

Assessment Historical site exercise

Week 9: 25 July - 29
July

Lecture Part 1: Orientalism

Part 2: Dress and Identity in Asia

Tutorial Historical Site Exercise Presentations Continued.

Online Activity Feature Film The King and I -- available through
the UNSW Library Kanopy streaming (it is also
accessible through the LEganto link for the
course).  This is a two hour film so the online
activity continues next week.

Week 10: 1 August - 5
August

Lecture Online Class Test:  Students complete the online
class test during the lecture time on Monday,
August 1, 2022 from 9-11 am.

Tutorial Historical Site Exercise Presentations Continued

Online Activity Feature Film: The King and I continued 

Assessment Test
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Resources

Prescribed Resources

There is no textbook required for the course. 

See the Moodle Site for the file on "Tutorial Readings and Questions for Discussion" under the heading
"Contents and Resources" for the list of readings required for each week.  Readings for tutorials are
accessible electronically through the Library Leganto system embedded in the Moodle site for the
course.   Click on the green icon entitled "Required Readings for Tutorials".

The links to the online activities are also available through the Library Leganto system. Search for it in
the relevant week. 

Recommended Resources

See my handout on Essay questions and bibliographies.

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback will be gained through MyExperience at the end of term. I have responded to the feedback by 
reducing the assessment.  Last year  (2020) two responses to readings were required. From 2021 I
have reduced this to only 1 response to reading due in week 3. 

In 2020 the course was taught fullly online for the first time due to Covid-19 restrictions. The course
evaluations were excellent. In response to the question "Overall I was satisfied with the quality of the
course", ARTS1210 received a score of 5.59/6 while the school average mark was 5.00. In response to
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.
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