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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

Calls for public participation in, and indeed the democratisation of, decision-making have become a
hallmark of contemporary environmental politics, policy, and practice. Many contemporary environmental
issues are characterised by institutional commitments to fostering public engagement and participation in
decision-making together with greater transparency in the deployment of scientific and policy expertise.
However, despite notable successes, such developments often fail to enhance public trust and build
more socially responsive and responsible forms of environmental policy and regulation. Outside these
institutionally sanctioned spaces of formal consultation, new public collectives function to create spaces
of participation that are resistant to processes of political closure and public capture. These insurgent
formations call into question normative commitments to institutional accountability and transparency,
while also enacting novel participatory collectives situated across a multitude of socio-political sites.
While an array of environmental knowledges – both progressive and reactionary – jostle for recognition
and political prominence, in this course you will explore ways in which the work of assembling diverse
publics capable of testifying to the violence of environmental disruption, and of crafting resilient and
emancipatory futures, is indicative of the enduring compulsion toward participation in environmental
issues. You will consider these issues through engagement with environmental participation theory and
practice, and through direct engagement of a range of real-world examples. You will examine how the
right to participate in environmental issues that affect you – codified in the Rio Declaration – raises
profound questions concerning contemporary democracy, representation, expertise, and activism. You
will develop your own advocacy skills and practical skills for designing and coordinating community
participation and engagement initiatives.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Synthesise contemporary theory and practice of environmental participation
2. Apply understandings of environmental participation to the analysis of real-world examples and

case studies
3. Critically articulate both the limitations and potentials of environmental participation
4. Design new models and approaches to environmental participation

Teaching Strategies 

This course introduces you to, and critically engages you with, current research and practice in the area
of public participation in contemporary environmental politics and policy. The course utilises discussions
and exercises to provide real-world examples of public engagement practice and explore theoretical and
methodological debates in the field of public participation in broader institutional and cultural contexts.
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Assessment
The major pieces of assessment for IEST5500 will be based around two major case studies that will be
introduced at the beginning of the course. 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Online Discussion 30% Ongoing 1, 2

2. Presentation 20% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3

3. Report 50% 12/08/2022 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment 1: Online Discussion

Due date: Ongoing

Participation in an online discussion (approxim〰〰⁒䜰‱‸㤲,〵00 wor摳s⥥ based around 捃ourse 牌ea摮ing猀⸺

䥵nd椀癤椀du慬l 眠牌椰〰瑭en f敳edba挀欰 will be pro癤椀ded

Assessment ㈱: Presentation即tudentd椀物ec瑳ed 灐resentatioe 牌e晢lec瑳ing o湤 灐畡blicparticipation pro捳esse獮 (approxim〰〰⁒䜰‱‸0 浳ins⥥⸺Online 灐resentatioe will 慬l獷o be enabled for 獳tudent獲 獳tud祳ing re济ot⁒䜰‱.  圠牌椰〰瑭en f敳edba挀欰 will b:pro癤椀dedA摮d椀tioe慬l detail獮即灬ec椠ficinstr略c瑳i潩ns will be pro癤椀ded癤椀慦 the course 䵣ood汳e s椰瑭e. Assessment ㌱: ReportAssessment 汭en朠th:



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/IEST5022.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources

Course readings will be available via Moodle. 

 

 

Recommended Resources

Additional resources and readings include:



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,
report or other written document, presentation, composition, artwork, design, drawing, circuitry, computer
program or software, website, internet, other electronic resource, or another person's assignment without
appropriate acknowledgement. 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/student-life/resources-support/protocols-guidelines
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