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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Chinese Studies

This is an introductory course in Modern Standard Chinese language (Mandarin) for non-background
speakers. The course will start with basic components of Chinese language: the pinyin, and characters.
It will teach you how the Chinese language works both grammatically and in socio-cultural contexts so
that you start to develop your linguistic and communicative competences. The four language skills -
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing - are integrated throughout the course. A cultural awareness
is also built into the course. Through language study you will develop an informed understanding of
Chinese linguistic behaviour, society and culture. 

This course is a beginners-level language course. All students who have had some experience with the
language, either as a heritage language or through previous instruction, must fill in the placement
questionnaire available at https://hal.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/language-placements. You will
not be permitted to enrol in a language course that is too easy for you. If this occurs, you will be
requested to change your enrolment.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1.  Demonstrate a sound knowledge of pinyin and characters, pronouncing words, and writing
characters with confidence.

2. Speak with reasonably accurate pronunciation and intonation using simple sentence patterns
within topics related to survival-level language use

3. Apply communicative skills and strategies to  complete various language tasks in listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

4. Articulate an awareness and understanding of aspects of Chinese linguistic behavior, society and
culture.

Teaching Strategies 

We believe language is best acquired in a holistic and interactive fashion, so all the four language skills -
listening, speaking, reading, and writing - as well as a cultural component  are integrated throughout this
course, The emphasis is on the transformation of your linguistic skills into active communication. Specific
instructions and practices pertinent to each skill development are woven into the learning activities,
aligned with the assessments, taking into account that this course is for non-background beginners. To
achieve the desired effect, effort and careful planning have been made to align our teaching strategies,
methods and structure with the aims and learning outcomes of the course. The lecture serves as an
overall introduction to both language and cultural aspects relevant to each chapter. The tutorials focus
on  the integrated language skills through a variety of exercises. All the assessments, including class



Assessment

[Here you can outline any relevant information that was not included in AIMS but may prove helpful for
your students. For example, you might provide details on the referencing system, links to previous
student exemplars or the designated week in the course that you will discuss the assessment at length.
Importantly, this section is an area for you to provide information that does not go through the approved
governance structure.]

Any other relevant information will be provided on the course moodle.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Group interactive project 15% 31/05/2018 04:00 PM 1,2,4

Final test 20% during the 2-hr tutorial in
Week 12

1,3,4

Mid term test 20% During the 2-hr tutorial in
Week 7

1,3

Continuous assessments 45% various 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Group interactive project

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 15 minutes for presentation & 500-600 characters for the script

Details: This is a group project including a hand-written script of 500-600 words (5%) and class
presentation in the form of mini- drama for 15 minutes per group (10%).  The presentation is assessed
on individual basis while the written script receives one mark.Feedback via rubric and in-class discussion

Additional details:

Additional assessment information will be provided on course moodle.

Assessment 2: Final test

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on 

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and information without acknowledgement. This also applies in presentations where someone
paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit. It also applies to piecing together quotes and
paraphrases into a new whole, without referencing and a student’s own analysis to bring the material
together.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/ARTS1450.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Compulsory:

1) Integrated Chinese Textbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version), 4th Edition. ) by Tao-
chung Yao and Yuehua Liu, and published by Cheng &Tsui. Available from UNSW Bookshop.

 

2) Integrated Chinese Workbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version), 4th Edition by Tao-
chung Yao and Yuehua Liu, and published by Cheng &Tsui., Available from UNSW Bookshop.

 

 

Recommended Resources

1) Integrated Chinese Character Workbook, Level 1 Part 1 (Simplified Characters Version) by Tao-chung
Yao and Yuehua Liu, and published by Cheng &Tsui., Available from UNSW Bookshop.

2) a good-quality Chinese-English dictionary

 A Chinese-English Dictionary. Published by Commercial Press (Beijing).

ISBN 7-100-00530-2/H .188. Available from UNSW Bookshop.]

Other relevant resources will be provided on the moodle.

 

Course Evaluation and Development

This course will be formally evaluated through MyExperience.

Image Credit

Synergies in Sound 2016 

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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