


Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Nicolas Rasmussen N.Rasmussen@unsw.edu.au 2:30-4:00 Mondays

in teaching weeks
(and by
appointment)

Morven Brown
314

9385-2361
(no
messages)

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 4:45pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Environmental Humanities
This course can also be studied in the following specialisations: History

In this course you will gain a global perspective on our modern environmental condition and its
development, since the beginnings of civilisation. You will learn about environmental crises affecting
societies in the past and how these led to collapse or to adaptation, learning lessons that may be applied
to present problems, as well as the origins and flaws of the ideas through which we understand the
environment itself.  Specific topics include: the co-evolution of human species and the domesticated
plants and animals on whom we depend; religion, economics, and the treatment of the Earth in medieval
and early modern Europe; the impacts of population growth and the industrial revolution; imperialism and
its ecological and social effects; evolving ideas of nature's limitations and how to cope with them; 
ecological science's changing image of nature; and the emergence of contemporary environmentalism.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. identify, analyse, and apply a range of specific examples of past environmental change in relation
to human society, useful for comparison to today’s environmental challenges.

2. identify key examples of scholarship and core concepts in the field of environmental history, and
relate these examples and concepts to those of other disciplines and areas of history.

3. analyse the strengths and weaknesses of key environmental history examples and core
concepts, their implications and their suitable applications in understanding environmental
challenges today

4. employ core concepts of environmental history in independently constructing own evidence-
based reconstructions and explanations of past human-environment interactions and their
consequences

Teaching Strategies 

Lecture topics in this course are organised both chronologically and thematically.  Each week features a
key moment in historical human-environment interactions together with key concepts and scholarship
interpreting it.  The tutorial discussion that week deals with the key concept(s) and occurs in small
groups assigned questions requiring application and critique of the concept(s).  Marking the oral
responses of the groups P/F helps motivate discussion. 

Marking the oralMarking the oral



in the history of human-environment interactions and employing concepts and examples acquired in the
course to interpreting it.  The topic is chosen from a menu or, with approval and constructive assistance
at the planning stage, designed by the student.

Finally there is an in class test covering the range of concepts and periods discussed in the course, with
questions requiring comparison across weekly themes.  This is to ensure that students cannot achieve a
high mark without learning the contents of more than just two weeks content.
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Assessment

The tute discussions will focus on questions closely related to the short essay topic for the week, and are
intended to prepare you to write on the topic. For you to benefit, you should be sure to read the key
reading for that week carefully in advance, marked with an asterisk (*) in the Schedule section of this
Outline.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Two concise essays. 30% each essay is due one week
after topic is posted

2,3

Research essay 45% 31/05/2018 04:00 PM 1,3,4

In class final test 15% 28/05/2018 05:00 PM 1,2,3

Buzz group 'quiz'
participation 

10% Not Applicable 1,2

Assessment Details



Details: About 2700 words.  Numerical mark and written comments transmitted by email.  This is the



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

An assessed task is deemed late if it is submitted after the specified time and date as set out in the
course Learning Management System (LMS).

The late penalty is the loss of 5% of the total possible marks for the task for each day or part thereof the
work is late. Lateness will include weekends and public holidays. This does not apply to a task that is
assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted fourteen (14) days after the due date will be marked and feedback provided but no mark
will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for the lateness and the work is a
compulsory course component, a student will be deemed to have met that requirement. This does not
apply to a task that is assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted twenty-one (21) days after the due date will not be accepted for marking or feedback
and will receive no mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory component of the course a
student will automatically fail the course.

Special Consideration Applications

You can apply for special consideration when illness or other circumstances interfere with your
assessment performance.

Sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may:

* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,
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* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and information without acknowledgement. This also applies in presentations where someone
paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit. It also applies to piecing together quotes and
paraphrases into a new whole, without referencing and a student’s own analysis to bring the material
together.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 26 February - 4
March

Lecture Topic:  Course processes and housekeeping;
visitor's guide to the Cenozoic; what is
Environmental History? 

 

Readings:

Radkau Nature and Power (Cambridge, 2008),
pp 36-45

 

Online:

McNeill, J R., “Observations on the Nature and
Culture of Environmental History”, History and
Theory  42: 5-43 (2003)

Penna, A, The Human Footprint: A Global
Environmental History (Blackwell, 2010), Chap. 2,
pp. 34-56

Pyne, S, World Fire (Henry Holt, 1995), pp. 29-44.
Week 2: 5 March - 11
March

Lecture Topic: Co-evolution and the origins of agriculture;
civilisation and its discontents

 

Readings:

Radkau book: pp 45-71, 77-85

Online:

*Fowler, C, and P Mooney, Shattering: Food,
Politics and the Loss of
Genetic Diversity (University of Arizona, 1990), pp.
5-29,
34-35                                                                     

Diamond, J, Guns, Germs, and Steel (Norton,
1997), Ch. 4, pp. 85-92

Tutorial Discussion of weekly readings and lecture topic
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Week 3: 12 March - 18
March

Lecture Topic: Water and power in the ancient world;
ecology and the fate of first civilisations

 

Readings:

Radkau book: pp 86-117

Online:

*Wittfogel, K, "The Hydraulic Civilizations", in
William Thomas ed., Man's Role in Changing the
Face of Earth (University of Chicago Press, 1956),
pp. 153-164

Hughes, J D, "Sustainable Agriculture in Ancient
Egypt", Journal of Agricultural  History 66 (2): 12-22
(1992)
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Hagen, J, Teaching Ecology during the
Environmental Age, 1965-1980, Environmental
History, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Oct., 2008), pp. 704-723

*Harter, J-H, “Environmental Justice for Whom?
Class, New Social Movements, and
the Environment: A Case Study of Greenpeace
Canada, 1971-2000”, Labour 54: 83-119 (2004)

Tutorial Discussion of weekly readings and lecture topic
Week 13: 28 May - 3
June

Assessment In class final test, in regular tutorial time and place
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The weekly readings designated above in the Schedule section are PROVISIONAL.  If there is a change
to the readings schedule, details will be posted well in advance on the course Moodle site.

You should obtain your own copy of the book, Nature and Power, by Joachim Radkau (Cambridge,
2008), available at the UNSW Bookstore

All other readings should be available online through Leganto, accessible via the course Moodle site.  If
you cannot access Leganto at all, please request IT support.  If a particular reading proves impossible to
access in Leganto, please email the Convenor IMMEDIATELY so the Library can be asked to rectify the
problem promptly.

 

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

A grumble that has arisen in student evaluations more than once is that the major essay for this subject
was in Week 12, interfering with studying the topic for that week and the in class final test in Week 13.
The  UNSW rule forbiddling major assessments in Week 13 has been lifted, now allowing a later due
date for the Research Essay.
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