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ARTS4248
The Humanities, Then and Now

Semester One  //  2018



Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Robert Buch Robert.Buch@unsw.edu.au Monday

12:00-13:00
Morven Brown
249

9385-8643

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 4:45pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au

Attendance ReqAttendi焀䄀瑵㘀⼠㍓儊〮〰〰〰‰⸀最攀猀

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 12 

Summary of the Course

The “humanities” is an umbrella term used to refer to those university disciplines concerned with human
culture and values – including history, philosophy, literature, languages, the arts, music and drama. Yet
these disciplines and their relationship have themselves a rich and evolving history within the institution
of the university. This course introduces you to this history, from the Early Modern studia humanitatis to
their establishment as different disciplines in the nineteenth-century research university to the various
challenges the humanities faced in the latter half of the twentieth century and at the beginning of the
twenty-first century. This genealogy provides you with an understanding of the diverse and divergent
assumptions and objectives of research in the humanities and the numerous paradigm shifts they
underwent. We discuss the humanities in relation to the modern sciences and their claims to objectivity
as well as in relation to the ancient traditions of self-knowledge and self-improvement. The aim is to
allow you to situate your own research, both historically and in a cross-disciplinary context.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Distinguish different epistemological own f⁅吊瀲䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠琰〰〠眠琰⁲朊〰‰⸰㥳琠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔠㘶⸷㘰㐱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔晥ro䡴ies and the B吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰⁲朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‷㤮㈱㔶㠵‴㜳⸰㤰㔸㘠吵⁛⠀挀㠷攀椀爀 攀猀琀愀戀氀甀琀椀漀温崠告⁅吠儊〰〰⁷ 琀⸀

as wellene⁲ossentur〵吮〰〰ncl洰⁧ㄵ ave tose university disciplines concerned with humae⸲



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Weekly blogs (1) 25% Not Applicable 1,2,4

Weekly blogs (2) 30% week 9 & 12 2,3,4

Essay 45% 07/05/2018 09:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Weekly blogs (1)

Start date: Week 2

Details: Students document their responses to and analysis of reading materials discussed in the first
five weeks of the course, five blog entries of up to 300 words per week. Feedback via rubric, as well as
brief individual written comments as required and general feedback to the class.

Additional details:

Submissions are due each Sunday, 23:00, wks 2-6.

Once you have done two submissions, you need to re-submit them via Turnitin for feedback and
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Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000 words +/-10%

Details: In a 3,000 word essay, students explore a particular paradigm, concept, approach or method
and situate it within the broader development of the discipline(s) and the humanities – an opportunity to



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

An assessed task is deemed late if it is submitted after the specified time and date as set out in the
course Learning Management System (LMS).

The late penalty is the loss of 5% of the total possible marks for the task for each day or part thereof the
work is late. Lateness will include weekends and public holidays. This does not apply to a task that is
assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted fourteen (14) days after the due date will be marked and feedback provided but no mark
will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for the lateness and the work is a
compulsory course component, a student will be deemed to have met that requirement. This does not
apply to a task that is assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted twenty-one (21) days after the due date will not be accepted for marking or feedback
and will receive no mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory component of the course a
student will automatically fail the course.

Special Consideration Applications

You can apply for special consideration when illness or other circumstances interfere with your
assessment performance.

Sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may:

* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,

ARTS4248 Semester 1, 2018 published at 22-02-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
7
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* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

ARTS4248 Semester 1, 2018 published at 22-02-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
8

https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and information without acknowledgement. This also applies in presentations where someone
paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit. It also applies to piecing together quotes and
paraphrases into a new whole, without referencing and a student’s own analysis to bring the material
together.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable
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March Reading Joan Wallach Scott, "Gender: A Useful Category of
Historical Analysis" in Scott, 



Stefan Collini, "The Future of the Humanities" in
Collini, Speaking of the Universities, London:
Verso, 2017.

Recommended:

Dipesh Chakrabarty, "Humanities in the
Anthropocene: The Crisis of an Enduring Kantian
Fable" in New Literary History, Vol. 47, Numbers 3
& 3, Spring & Summer 2016, 377-397.

Stefan Collini, "Reading the Ruins: Criticism and
›the Idea of the University‹" in Collini, Speaking of
the Universities, London: Verso, 2017.

Week 7: 16 April - 22
April

Reading Discipline-specific readings

No class
Week 8: 23 April - 29
April

Reading Discipline-specific readings

No class
Week 9: 30 April - 6 May Assessment Responses to first two sets of discipline-specific

readings due 30 April, 21:00, via Turnitin.

No class
Reading Discipline-specific readings

 
Week 10: 7 May - 13
May

Reading Discipline-specific readings

No class
Assessment Research essay due, 7 May, 21:00, via Turnitin.

Week 11: 14 May - 20
May

Reading Discipline-specific readings

No class
Week 12: 21 May - 27
May

Assessment Responses to final three sets of discipline-specific
readings due 21 May, 21:00, via Turnitin.

No class
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Weekly readings are available on the course Moodle page.

Discipline-specific reading lists will be made available on Moodle. Students should consult with their
Honours supervisors about the selection from their respective lists.

Recommended Resources

Additional recommended readings on the topics covered in weeks 2-6 are available on Moodle course
page.

Course Evaluation and Development

Formal feedback from students will be collected via myExperience and will be used to improve future
iterations of this course. Informal feedback is also very welcome.

Image Credit
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