
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 L

an
gu

ag
es

  /
/  

U
N

SW
  A

rts
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s
LING5001
Second Language Acquisition

Semester One  //  2018

LING5001 Semester 1, 2018 published at 22-02-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
1



Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
James Lee james.lee@unsw.edu.au

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Linguistics

This course focuses on acquisition that takes place in instructed settings and considers both child and
adult second language acquisition.  You will explore research and apply theories of second language
acquisition to instructed contexts. You will explore a variety of theories and many variables, such as
individual differences, that influence instructed second language acquisition both as a process and as a
product.You will examine not only the second language acquisition of English but of other language as
well. You will come to understand the factors that influence the route and rate of acquisition as well as
those that affect a learner's ultimate attainment.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Explain the various processes and products of instructed second language acquisition.
2. Make use of appropriate terminology to discuss key concepts in instructed second language

acquisition.
3. Interpret research findings and apply them to instructional contexts.
4. Assess the merits of various approaches to researching instructed second language acquisition.

Teaching Strategies 

Second language acquisition is a key area of Applied Linguistics. This course focuses on acquisition that
takes place in instructed settings and considers both child and adult second language acquisition.  

The course format is that of a seminar in which preparation prior to attending class is essential to
meaningfully discussing course content. Students are assigned weekly readings that form the basis of
class discussion. The tests serve to have students synthesize and evaluate course content. The
presentation simulates a professional conference presentation. The final essay allows students to
explore an issue of personal interest. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

An assessed task is deemed late if it is submitted after the specified time and date as set out in the
course Learning Management System (LMS).

The late penalty is the loss of 5% of the total possible marks for the task for each day or part thereof the
work is late. Lateness will include weekends and public holidays. This does not apply to a task that is
assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted fourteen (14) days after the due date will be marked and feedback provided but no mark
will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for the lateness and the work is a
compulsory course component, a student will be deemed to have met that requirement. This does not
apply to a task that is assessed but no mark is awarded.

Work submitted twenty-one (21) days after the due date will not be accepted for marking or feedback
and will receive no mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory component of the course a
student will automatically fail the course.

Special Consideration Applications

You can apply for special consideration when illness or other circumstances interfere with your
assessment performance.

Sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may:

* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,
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* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


bettes㘹⸵㠮㐲㉔⽥ttes㘹⹳㘹来t 礀漀畴te琀楥s攀

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 26 February - 4
March

Seminar 1.  Introduction

 

Overview

2.  Chapter 1. Language Learning in Early
Childhood

3. Research reading 1

Week 2: 5 March - 11
March

Seminar Discussion

1. Chapter 1. Language Learning in Early
Childhood

2. Research reading 1

 

Overview

3. Chapter 2. Second Language Learning

4. Research reading 2
Week 3: 12 March - 18
March

Seminar Discussion

1.  Chapter 2. Second Language Learning

2. Research reading 2

 

Overview

3.  Chapter 4. Explaining Second Language
Learning

4. Research reading 3
Week 4: 19 March - 25
March

Seminar Discussion

1.  Chapter 4. Explaining Second Language
Learning
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2. Research reading 3

 

Overview

3. Chapter 3. Individual Differences in Second
Language Acquisition

Week 5: 26 March - 1
April

Assessment Inclass Test. Covers Chapters 1-4 and Research
Readings 1-3.

Break: 2 April - 8 April
Week 6: 9 April - 15 April Seminar Week 6 is also a BREAK week for Postgraduate

courses.
Week 7: 16 April - 22
April

Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Chapter 5. Observing Learning and Teaching in
the Second Language Classroom

2. Research reading 4
Week 8: 23 April - 29
April

Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Chapter 6. Six Proposals for Second Language
Teaching

2. Research reading 5
Week 9: 30 April - 6 May Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Research reading 6

2. Research reading 7
Week 10: 7 May - 13
May

Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Research reading 8

2. Research reading 9
Week 11: 14 May - 20
May

Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Research reading 10

2. Research reading 11
Week 12: 21 May - 27
May

Seminar Read prior to coming to class:

1. Research reading 12

2. Research reading 13
Week 13: 28 May - 3
June

Inclass Test covers Chapters 5-6 and Research
Readings 4 - 13.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

