
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 L

an
gu

ag
es

  /
/  

U
N

SW
  A

rts
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s
LING5031
Issues in Second Language Acquisition

Semester Two  //  2018

LING5031 Semester 2, 2018 published at 17-07-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
1



Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
James Lee james.lee@unsw.edu.au Monday 3-4 pm 226 Morven

Brown
prefer email

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and
complete all activities for a blended or fully online course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours.

If a student experiences illness, misadventure or other occurrence that makes absence from a
class/activity unavoidable, or expects to be absent from a forthcoming class/activity, they should seek
permission from the Course Authority, and where applicable, their request should be accompanied by an
original or certified copy of a medical certificate or other form of appropriate evidence.

A Course Authority may excuse a student from classes or activities for up to one month. However, they
may assign additional and/or alternative tasks to ensure compliance. A Course Authority considering the
granting of absence must be satisfied a student will still be able to meet the course’s learning outcomes
and/or volume of learning. A student seeking approval to be absent for more than one month must apply
in writing to the Dean and provide all original or certified supporting documentation.

For more information about the attendance protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

Academic Information 
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

 

You will explore three overarching issues in second language acquisition research: the effects of
instruction,  focus on form, and the interaction approach.  The issues explored under the effects of
instruction are what aspects of second language acquisition are susceptible to the effects of instruction,
the overall (aggregate) effects of instruction, constraining factors that limit or otherwise explain the
effects of instruction, and an examination of the contexts of learning (e.g., classroom versus study
abroad). The issues explored under focus on form are the roles of practice, explanation and feedback in
second language acquisition. The issues explored under the Interaction Approach are what constitutes
evidence that learning has taken place as a result of interaction, the outcomes of a focus on form during
interaction, feedback during interaction, and attention and awareness.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1.  critically examine and evaluate empirical research including issues of research design and data
analysis

2. explicate the main points on various issues in second language acquisition research
3. construct a review of literature that identifies the limitations of that body of work and concludes

with a coherent set of future-looking research questions and hypothesises potential outcomes
4. propose (design) an empirical study that addresses a set of research questions and tests a set of

hypotheses

Teaching Strategies 

All readings for this course are empirical studies examining the second language acquisition of linguistic
structures.The orientation of the research is largely quantitative. We approach each reading
methodically. First, we examine the author's statement of the problem to be researched. We analyze the
review of literature as a device to motivate research questions and hypotheses. Importantly, we examine
in detail the research design and how it accomplishes the stated goal or aim of the study. We consider
data analysis and the results (often based in statistical analysis). 

Students must read closely and with detail to accomplish the above so that the course can be an
interactive seminar-style learning experience.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Research proposal 40% 08/11/2018 03:00 PM 1,2,3

Class test 40% 20/08/2018 12:00 PM 1,2

Presentation 20% Not Applicable 1

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Research proposal

Start date: 

Length: ~3500 words

Details: Students will propose original, empirical research. The proposal will contain a statement of the
problem, a review of literature, research questions, and the methods and procedures of the proposed
study. written feedback

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Class test

Start date: 

Length: in class test

Details:



Submission of Assessment Tasks

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.

This information is also available at:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

Special Consideration Applications

You can apply for special consideration when illness or other circumstances interfere with your
assessment performance.

Sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may:

* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,

* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Seminar Introduction

Reading Set 1.
Week 2: 30 July - 5
August

Seminar Reading Set 2.

Week 3: 6 August - 12
August

Seminar Reading Set 3.

Week 4: 13 August - 19
August

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/LING5031.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no textbook for this course. All readings are journal articles that can be accessed through the
Library.

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback is gathered through my experience. Previous feedback has led to changes in the
required readings.

Image Credit

Synergies in Sound 2016 

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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