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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Peter Slezak p.slezak@unsw.edu.au By appointment Room 315,

Morven Brown
9385-2422

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The Arts & Social Sciences Capstone is a multi-disciplinary course that provides you with an opportunity
to reflect on your disciplinary studies over the previous three levels of study. In particular, the course will
consider classics in the literature of liberal education to ask to what extent your study has lived up to the
various conceptions and ideals of a university education. You have a chance to think about your own
discipline in conversation with students from other disciplines, while developing your own awareness of
the disciplinary knowledge and understanding you have acquired.

The course is aimed at assisting you with the transition from your current degree to your role in the world
as citizens in employment or further education.

Note: The course will be made available for Summer session providing more flexibility for students
meeting this requirement of their program/major stream. For students for whom summer is not your last
session of enrolment, you must obtain approval from your major convenor to enrol in the capstone
provided you have completed the necessary courses in your major stream. Enrolment in the capstone
requires faculty approval. Please contact the Faculty Student Centre.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Articulate an understanding of the theoretical and methodological principles of their discipline
2. Demonstrate comprehension of ethical and social responsibilities in the practice of their discipline
3. Articulate the ways in which their disciplinary training could be used in further study or the world

of work
4. Critically evaluate and reflect on key arguments and debates in the humanities and social

sciences. 

Teaching Strategies 

The Arts & Social Sciences Capstone provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their
disciplinary studies over the previous three levels of study. As well as demonstrating their understanding
of the major theoretical and methodological principles within their discipline, students will consider the
ethical and social responsibilities associated with their area of study and will look to the future to
understand how their studies have prepared them for a career or further study.

The course will be student-centred and seminar driven. The major assessment task will be a research
essay which will allow students to demonstrate their achievement of the Graduate Attributes for their
area of study. A journal portfolio will be kept through the course which will allow students to reflect on
their learning over the three levels of their major.

The course will involve seminar-style interactive discussion based on the ideas and stimulus of weekly
readings. Participants will be required to make two presentations, leading discussion by giving a critical
analysis and overview of key ideas in the readings as these bear on their own discipline and views.
Critical, analytical thinking will also be developed through an extended, critical academic essay on a
topic to be chosen in consultation with the lecturer.
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Assessment

Suggested essay topics will be provided on Moodle.

Any conventional academic referencing system is acceptable.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Research Essay 40% 21/12/2018 11:00 PM 1,2

Seminar presentation write-
up 

20% 21/12/2018 11:00 PM 4

Mid-term take-home
assignment 

20% 21/12/2018 11:00 PM 4

Reflective assignment 20% 21/12/2018 11:00 PM 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Research Essay

Start date: 09/11/2018 11:00 PM

Length: 2,500 words

Details: This is the final assessment for attendance pu㠲楮〠橴焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‴ㄹ⸳㐰㔸㘠呤⁛⠀匀琀愀爀琀 搀愀琀攀㨩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰0⸸〸猴楌⸰〰〱⸰〰〰〠吳湳⸸〰〰⸰〰つ吳渠搠〮っ吊〵⸰〰〵あ吠⽆ㅔ爠〰‰〮〰〰どtal⁛⠠⁷⁅呡l⁹〰どtal⁛⠠〰〰はl〰0naਰ㩇攀ktpぢ〰0䩯㩆攀⤀.eld䩯⁔⥝.elbatps ぬ〰　〰〰⸰‰ੱ則ਰ⸰ふ焠〮〰〰⸰〰ね吠儊䉔 䙇ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰《〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㌶㐮㌴〵㤱⁔搠嬨Details:⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〲㍦er㤵⁑ੂ吠⽆㉤〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ剩s acced〰〰⁒䜊〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰:吊〵⸰〰㈰⸰〰〵㥑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㅤed onoodle.Details:Details:Details　〰〰⸰‰ੱ映䕔ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰0⸸〸猴楌⸰〰〱⸰〰〰〠吳湳⸸〰〰⸰〰つ吳渠搠〮っ⁔〰〰⸰‰ੱ

Assessment 1: Research Essaㄹ〰〠〶〶⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〲〰〰†ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰則‰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‴㐶⸸㐰㔸㐠呤⁛⠀䄀猀猀攀猀猀洀攀渀琀 㨀 刀攀猀攀愀爀挀栀 䔀猀猀愱㜱崠告㘰㤠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‹㘮㤱㐶㠵‴ㄹ⸳㐰㔸㘠呤⁛⠀ 　㤀⼀⼀㈀　㠀 㨀　　 倀䴩崠告⁅吠儊〮〱㜱崠告㘰㤠〮〰〰 丠孝琰⸰〰瀰瀰氰椀琀愀ਰ⸰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄳ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵″㘴⸳㐰㔹ㄠ呤⁛⠀䐀攀琀愀猀猀洀攀渀琀 㨀 刀攀猀攀愀爀挀栀 䔀猀猀愱㐀琀 㘱‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‸㈮㠴㔶㠵″㤱⸸㐰㔸㤠呤⁛⠀ ㈀Ⰰ㔀　　 眀漀爀搀猩崠告⁅吠儊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〱㐀琀 㘱‰⸰〰 㜰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵″㘴⸳㐰㔸㤠呤⁛⠀ ㈀Ⰰ㔀　　 眀漀爀搀猩崠告⁅吠儊〮〰〰〰  䔀猀猀愱ㄩ崠告㘱㐰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‸㈮㈵ㄶ㠵″㘴⸳㐰㔹ㄠ呤⁛⠀ 吀栀椀猀 椀猀 琀栀攀 昀椀渀愀氀 愀猀猀攀猀猀洀攱ㄩ崠告㘱㐰〰‰⸰ 㜰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜩e:䌰⸸䕔猠⽆㈠ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰㌮〰〠〮〰〰 䴀漀 瀀⁅吊甊儊〮漰〰〠攀 瀀甸㉩猱ㄮ〰 漀渀 爀

Details:Details:Details:



reports.

Assessment 3: Mid-term take-home assignment

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1500 words

Details: 1500 words. Students must critically analyse assigned articles. Feedback via individual
comments.

Additional details:

Articles for critical analysis will be made available on Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 4: Reflective assignment

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 800 words

Details: 800 words. Students must articulate the ways in which their disciplinary training could be used
in further study or the world of work.

Additional details:

To help make the assignment more focussed, some articles will be provided on Moodle which may be
referred to.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS3991.html


1. C.P. Snow: The Two Cultures

2. G. Ladson-Billings: Towards a Theory of
Culturally Relevant Pedagogy

 

December 6: Nationalism, Propaganda,
Indoctrination

1. G. Orwell: Notes on Nationalism

2. Arundhati Roy: The End of Imagination

 

 
Week 3: 10 December -
16 December

Seminar December 11: Evidence, Justification, Rational
Belief

W.K. Clifford: The Ethics of Belief

W. James: The Will to Believe

 

December 12: Social Constructivism,
Orientalism

1. P. Slezak: Sociology of Science & Education

2. E. Saïd: Orientalism

3. N. Chomsky: Thoughts on Intellectuals & the
Schools

 

December 13: The Western Canon

1. Jerome E. Morris: Malcolm X's Critique of
Education of Black People

2. John Searle: The Storm Over the University
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Course readings will be available online in Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be through the anonymous online My Experience system.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle:

https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-submit-assignment-moodle

Late Assessment Penalties 

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,
one of the following late penalties will apply unless special consideration or a blanket extension due to a

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au
https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-submit-assignment-moodle


the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will be deemed to have met
that requirement;

Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for assessment
and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory component of the
course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of unsatisfactory performance
in an essential component of the course.

This information is also available at: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-
information/protocols-guidelines/

Supplementary assessments 

The form of the supplementary assessment need not be identical to the original assessment but it must
assess the same learning outcomes.

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,

* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-term examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration website: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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