














UNSW delivers the 
Year 9 component 
of the NSW Equity 
Consortium Imagined 
Futures program to 
select schools. The 
research-informed equity 
and literacy outreach 
program is curriculum 
linked and designed in 
partnership with teachers 
to encourage students 
to conceptualise their 







“Gateway 
recognised 
inequalities 
between 
areas and 
backgrounds, 
that we don’t 
all have 
access to the 
same resources 
and help to 
grow and excel 
as a student. 
It levels the 
playing field 
and gives 
you a chance 
to get into 
UNSW.”











Figure 11. Proportion of commencing undergraduate students from low-SES 





Ebony was keen to pursue a 
tertiary education. UNSW’s 
Gateway Admission Pathway 
helped her clarify what she 
would study, and provided her 
with the security of an early 
conditional offer, priority access 
to a scholarship to cushion 
the expense of relocating from 
a small town to Sydney, and 
the support of the Gateway 
Scholars program once she 
arrived on campus. 

Ebony’s parents encouraged her to pursue a 
tertiary education. But coming from the small 
town of Bonny Hills, near Port Macquarie, meant 
navigating a university system she had never 
even seen before, and making big choices. It 
also meant the expense of relocating to Sydney. 

“I always planned on going to uni because I really 
enjoy learning,” Ebony says. “But coming from 
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After completing the Gateway 
Winter Program in 2020, Ethan 
received an early conditional 
offer through the Gateway 
Admission Pathway to study 
Biomedical Engineering at 
UNSW in 2021. 





Peter attended the Gateway 
Winter Program in 2020 and 
received an early conditional 
offer to study a unique 
combined degree, majoring 
in Economics and Computer 
Science and is now a Gateway 
Ambassador. 

Peter attended Elizabeth MacCarthur High 
School in Western Sydney. 

“I’d always wanted to go to uni, because my 
mum had been and really encouraged it,” Peter 
says. 

While searching online for uni courses that 
matched his diverse interests, he discovered that 
UNSW offered double degrees. He also found 
out about the Gateway Admission Pathway 
and Program, and says both these things gave 
UNSW the edge over other universities he’d been 
considering. 

“I was set on doing a double degree to 
combine my interests in computer science and 
economics, and found out I could do that at 
UNSW. I also saw Gateway advertised online, 
and I asked my high school careers advisor 
about it.”

Encouraged by his careers advisor, Peter 
decided to sign up, and completed the Gateway 
Winter Program online in 2020. 

Peter says that while he gained a lot from the 
sessions on applying for an early conditional 
offer, study and academic skills, he also enjoyed 
being able to ask practical questions about the 
leap to uni. 

“There was a session with ambassadors where 
you could ask questions, and I asked about 
commuting from Campbelltown to UNSW,” Peter 
says. “They gave honest answers and offered 
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real solutions which was really helpful.”

Peter says that applying for the Gateway early 
conditional offer was fortuitous.

“Just a few weeks out from the HSC exams, a 
serious medical situation arose within my family, 
which created enormous stress and meant I was 
preoccupied and couldn’t study,” Peter explains. 
“So it was a massive relief when I heard I’d 
received the Gateway early conditional offer.” 

Peter received an early conditional offer to study 
a B Economics / Computer Science, a degree he 
commenced in 2021.

“I was excited I could combine the two,” Peter 
explains. 

Once he had enrolled in his degree and was on 
campus, Peter also received support through the 
Gateway Scholars Program. 

“At uni there is an expectation that everyone 
starts with the same knowledge level, but that 
isn’t always the case,” Peter says. “Gateway 
helped me with an early conditional offer, but 
also helped me when I got to uni, in getting up to 
standard.” 





Goal

Establish UNSW as a preferred university for students from 
underrepresented backgrounds.
Objective Measure of progress Progress in 2021

Develop strategic 
collaborative 
partnerships with 
secondary schools, 
other universities, 
workplace partners and 
leading NGOs to develop 
creative, sustainable, 
evidence-informed and 
evaluated approaches to 
widening participation.

Proportion of Gateway schools 
engaged in the educational outreach 
program.



Krisha attended Pendle Hill 
High School in Western Sydney. 
With dreams to be a pilot, 
she completed the Gateway 
Spring and Winter Programs, 
achieving an early conditional 
offer to enrol in a Bachelor of 
Aviation at UNSW. She says the 
Gateway Admission Pathway 
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