








 

 

 





   

 



 

 

The Map: Possibilities 
Unlike their more advantaged counterparts, students from disadvantaged backgrounds may not have 
access to accurate knowledge about higher education in their social networks (Andrews, 1999; Harvey-
Beavis & Robinson, 2000; Young, 2004). Many of these students will be the first in their families to go 
to university, making it difficult to obtain first-hand insights (O’Shea et al., 2019; Vernon and Drane, 
2021). This lack of familiarity can result in students feeling less equipped to make decisions about 
their post-school futures and perceiving university as a distant and far-fetched option (Griffin et al., 
2011; Stone et al., 2022). Further, a lack of first-hand information may lead to difficulties adapting to 



 

 

 







   

 



   

• 10-week packages of 1:1 Cluey Learning tutoring provided to engaged 
students (approx. 120 students) 

• Practice papers with individualised written feedback – three per student 
(Winter)  
 

University Ambassadors (Spring and Winter) 
• Q and A sessions 

 
On-campus experience days (Spring and Winter) 

• Cross-faculty problem-based learning workshop (Spring) 
• Student Ambassador campus tour (Spring and Winter) 
• Faculty experiences (Winter)- showcase UNSW’s leading technology, 

infrastructure, research, and/or teaching through an immersive, place-
based learning experience on campus. 

• Faculty tutorials (Winter)- authentically reflect the daily experience of a 
first- university student in the faculty and include opportunities to 
independently explore UNSW 

 
Regional Residential Program (Spring and Winter) 

• Collaboration with Residential Colleges (accommodation, tours and 
student representatives) 

• 2 nights, 3 days 
o Access to campus accommodation, incl. tours of different 

accommodation options 
o Activities to discover and explore Sydney 
o Evening activities 
o Participation in on campus days (Spring/Winter) 

Engage UNSW students as 
co-designers, facilitators, 
mentors, powerful role 
models and partners for 
change 

University Ambassadors 
UNSW students are recruited each year as University Ambassadors to support high 
school student engagement with outreach programs and workshops. University 
Ambassadors support the development of and deliver in-school, on-campus and 
online learning experiences that 



   

Develop strategic 
collaborative partnerships 
with secondary schools, 
other universities, 
workplace partners and 
leading NGOs to develop 
creative, sustainable, 
evidence-informed and 
evaluated approaches to 
widening participation 

Schools 



 

 











   

The Compass 



   

Capacity  





https://www.ncsehe.edu.au/publications/wideningtertiary-participation-queensland-studentambassador-investigations/
https://www.epi.org/publication/education-inequalities-at-the-school-startinggate/





