


Our goal of widening access and diversifying the student population through 
the Gateway Admission Pathway is making steady progress with 19% of our 
undergraduate cohort coming from under-represented backgrounds. A large 
factor in the success of our programs comes from the holistic approach we 
take in supporting students from pre-tertiary outreach through to transition to 
university and graduate success.

While our pathway provides a small proportion of students with an early offer to 
UNSW, we are unlike other early offer admission schemes because our program 
supports success in the HSC and all offers are conditional on students attaining 
an ATAR. Through our academic enrichment program our key message to 
students is that success in the HSC sets them up for success in their first year of 
university.

The UNSW Gateway educational outreach program also extends students’ 
interest in their own learning by linking their values to career choices and 
focusing on higher-order thinking, metacognition, critical analysis and literacy 
- all essential for post-school success. This unique set of curriculum-linked 
learning experiences has an embedded focus on leadership and self-efficacy. It 
is interactive, experiential and uses innovative technologies to explore the unique 
context of studying at UNSW.

UNSW ranks first in Australia for employability, meaning students who enter 
through the Gateway Admission Pathway gain access to expanded career 
opportunities after they graduate.

We are excited about our UNSW Gateway Admission Pathway and Program 
offering for 2025 and we look forward to meeting with you and welcoming your 
staff and students on campus.

 

At UNSW, we are committed to student equity and 
improving educational outcomes for students  
underrepresented in higher education.

Acknowledgment of Country

We would like to acknowledge the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design 
Campuses) and Ngunnawal people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) who are the 
traditional custodians of the lands where each campus of UNSW is located.

 
Mary Teague  
Director, Access, Equity & Inclusion  
Division of Equity Diversity & Inclusion  
UNSW Sydney
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Theory of change
The UNSW Gateway Program falls within the pre-access and 
access phase of the student lifecycle and is underpinned by a 
tailored theory of change. This theory of change articulates the 
impact we intend to have and how we aim to have that impact.

THE MAP
Improving students’ 
understanding of university to 
aid informed decision-making 
about post-school options.

THE COMPASS
Building students’ learner 
identity and confidence to 
successfully navigate their 



Student 
journey





Gateway Admission 
Pathway

Who is eligible?
To be eligible for the Gateway Admission 
Pathway, students must:

•	 be an Australian resident

•	 be completing an Australian Year 12 





Year
12

Year
11

Year
10

Year
9

The Gateway Leaders Program is a one-day on-campus experience for  



OpenLearning resources 
Available from Term 2, week 2

Students gain access to a suite of 
detailed, interactive resources via 
OpenLearning that provide subject-
specific academic enrichment, 
opportunities to explore faculties 
and degrees, and support and advice 
about the transition to university. The 
OpenLearning site is co-designed by 
current students who are available 
throughout the program for personalised 
advice, insights and responses to 
questions. 

Online Program 
Delivered Term 2, week 9

During the online program, students 
will prepare for end of year exams 
and the transition to Year 12 through 
academically enriching subject-specific 
workshops led by experienced HSC 
teachers and markers. Students 
will also be supported to write their 
personal statement, a requirement 
for their Gateway Admission Pathway 
application.

Learning outcomes:

•	 Access detailed and interactive 
content to enhance study skills, 
explore degree options and enrich 
subject-specific knowledge to 
approach end-of-year exams and Year 
12 with confidence 

•	 Be supported to write a compelling 
personal statement and understand 
the UNSW Gateway Admission 
Pathway 

•	 Enhance study with access to the 
InspirationED HSC4ME app to further 
support their academic confidence.

•	 Gain the opportunity to receive free 
online tutoring in a subject of choice

On-campus Day



Year
12

Year
11

Year
10

Year
9

Delivered:
In-school – Term 1, weeks 5-10
On-campus – Term 1, weeks 5-10

The Year 10 Gateway Program, 
designed for motivated students 
considering post-school 
learning, offers an in-school 
workshop and an immersive on-
campus experience delivered 
in collaboration with NIDA. 
Participants explore future 
pathways, enhance communication 
skills, and connect with UNSW 
alumni to align their values and 
aptitudes with potential careers. 

In-school Workshop  
Delivered Term 1, weeks 5-10

The in-school workshop encourages 
students to think expansively about 
their future pathways, exploring how 
personal values can guide informed 
decision-making and connect 
students to degrees of interest.

On-campus Day 
Delivered Term 1, weeks 5-10 

During the on-campus experience, 
run in collaboration with the 
National Institute of Dramatic Art 
(NIDA) students attend workshops 
where they will gain knowledge of 
UNSW degrees, learn strategies 
to  develop and present compelling 
personal narratives, and network 
with UNSW alumni from a range of 
fields and industries. 

Learning Outcomes:

•	 Discover how values and 
aptitudes align with UNSW 
degrees and careers 

•	 Enhance communication skills 
with dramatic techniques

•	 Be inspired by different 
perspectives, career  
trajectories and experiences  
of University Ambassadors  
and UNSW Alumni

Year 10 Gateway 
Program 
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Year 9 Imagined 
Futures Program 

Year
12

Year
11

Year
10

Year
9

Delivered:
In-school – Term 3, weeks 2,4,6
On-campus - Term 3, week 7
Digital resources – available from Term 4, 2024

Learning Outcomes
The Imagined Futures program is 
a curriculum-linked Year 9 English 
offering for select metro schools. 
Students are prompted to consider 
their futures and develop their 
ability to analyse, evaluate and 
create persuasive texts, drawing 
on a range of text types and 
structures. 

This literacy focus is complemented 
by the development of reflexive 
practice and metacognitive 
strategies, fostering greater self-
awareness and the ability to navigate 
their perceptions as learners in 
preparation for future study.

In-school Program
The in-school program is delivered 
jointly by English teachers and 
UNSW University Ambassadors 
who function as both facilitators 
and relatable models of future 
possibilities for students. 

Students are prompted to consider 
their futures, how developments 
in education, technology and the 
environment may shape their world 
in the years to come, and the roles 
they want to play in shaping the 
future.

On-campus Days
The program culminates in an 
exciting on-campus day where 
students participate in skills-
building workshops and guided 
exploration of UNSW to further 
envision their post-school futures.

Digital Resources
Schools will have access to 
curriculum-aligned digital lesson 
plans and resources that leverage 
the UNSW Imagined Futures 
webapp, encouraging students 
to creatively explore imaginative 
visions of the future. The webapp 
uses AI technology to generate 
visual representations based on 
each student’s unique interests and 
aspirations for the future.

“Coming from the South-West of 
Sydney, Gateway made UNSW seem 
less scary, more achievable and 
somewhere that I could possibly 
get into. It helped make it feel 
more accessible, like it was an 
option for me.”

Swasti Subedi
Casula High School
Bachelor of Psychological Science
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Timeline and key dates
Ye
ar
 1
0



A 

Airds High School	 2560
Ajuga School	 2167
Al Amanah College	 2170



L 
La Salle Academy	 2790
La Salle Catholic College	 2200
Lake Cargelligo Central School	2672
Lake Illawarra High School	 2528
Lake Macquarie High School	 2284
Lake Munmorah High School	 2259
Leeton High School	 2705
Leumeah High School	 2560
Lightning Ridge Central School	2834
Lisarow High School	 2250
Lithgow High School	 2790
Liverpool Boys’ High School	 2170
Liverpool Girls’ High School	 2170
Lockhart Central School	 2656
Lurnea High School	 2170

M 
Macintyre High School	 2360
Macksville High School	 2447
Maclean High School	 2463
Macleay Vocational College	 2440
Maitland Grossmann High  
School	 2323
Maitland High School	 2323
Manilla Central School	 2346
Manning Valley Anglican  
College (Cundletown)	 2430
Marian Catholic College  
(Griffith)	 2680
Maronite College of the Holy  
Family - Parramatta	 2150
Mary MacKillop Catholic  
College	 2176
Matraville Sports High School	 2036
McCarthy Catholic College	 2340
Melville High School	 2440
Mendooran Central School	 2842
Menindee Central School
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gateway.unsw.edu.au 
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