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1. Staff 
 

Position Name Email 
Consultation 

times and 
locations 

Contact Details 
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Optometrists are expected to demonstrate understanding and competence in the areas described in the Entry 
Level Competencies in Kiely PM, Slater J. Optometry Australia Entry-level Competency Standards for 
Optometry 2014. Clin Exp Optom 2015;98:65-89 

2.3 Course learning outcomes (CLO) 
(Refer to Entry Level Competencies (ELC) in Kiely PM, Slater J. Optometry Australia Entry-level Competency 
Standards for Optometry 2014. Clin Exp Optom 2015;98:65-89) 
 
At the successful completion of this course you (the student) should be able to: 

1. Assess the eye and ocular adnexae and differentially diagnose ocular disease (ELC 2.1-2.4, 3.1-3.4, 3.8 
and 4.1) 

2. Design, develop and revise pharmacological and/or non-pharmacological management plans for selected 
ocular diseases (allergic, infectious, toxic and traumatic conditions of the anterior eye) based on clinical 
experience and a sound understanding of the signs, symptoms, pathology, workup, epidemiology, patient 
history and general health considerations associated with their management. (ELC 1.2-1.5, 2.1-2.4, 3.1-3.4, 
3.8, 4.1-4.3, 4.9, 4.11 and 4.12)  

3. Understand emergencies and serious complications associated with anterior eye disease and identify 
circumstances where referral for specialist medical treatment is required for prompt diagnosis and 
management. This will also include the reporting of notifiable diseases and infection control procedures. 
(ELC 1.5, 1.7, 4.2-4.4, 4.9, 4.11-4.13 and 5.1) 

4. Plan and execute appropriate shared care arrangements based on clinical experience, including being able 
to recognise the legal and ethical implications of such arrangements and interactions with other health care 
providers. (ELC 1.2-1.6, 1.8, 2.5, 4.2-4.4, 4.11, 4.13, 5.1, 5.2) 

5. Diagnose, treat and/or monitor glaucoma 
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2.4 Relationship between course and program learning outcomes 
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CLO 5 

Diagnose, treat and/or monitor glaucoma in accordance with the 
Optometry Board of Australia Guidelines developed through clinical 
placement (ELC 1.6, 1.8, 2.1-2.5, 3.1-3.4, 3.8, 4.1, 4.2-4.4, 4.9, 4.11-4.13, 
5.1 and 5.2) 
 

PLO 1-6 Clinical Placements, Reflective 
Journal, Case Reports, Oral 
Examination 

CLO 6 
Increase confidence in diagnosis and management of ocular disease skills 
through supervised clinical placements. (ELC 1.3) 
 

PLO 1-6 Clinical Placements, Reflective 
Journal, Case Reports, Oral 
Examination 

CLO 7 
Appreciate the importance of ongoing skills training, for any practitioner 
working in this area (ELC 1.1) 

PLO 1, 4, 5, 6 Clinical Placements, Reflective 
Journal, Case Reports, Oral 
Examination 

CLO 8 

Be familiar with the NHMRC Guidelines for the Screening, Prognosis, 
Diagnosis, Management and Prevention of Glaucoma 
(https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines-publications/cp113-cp113b)  (ELC 
1.6, 2.1-2.5, 3.1-3.4, 3.8, 4.1, 4.9, 4.11, 4.13, 5.1, 5.2) 

 

PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Clinical Placements, Reflective 
Journal, Case Reports, Oral 
Examination 

CLO 9 
Understand the need for, and utilization of, aspects of cultural 
competency, including for Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, Maori and 
Pasifika cultures, so that culturally appropriate management of all patients 
can be achieved. (ELC 1.4, 1.9, 2.1, 3.3, 4.4, 5.1) 
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3. Strategies and approaches to learning 

3.1 Learning and teaching activities 
 
To maximise learning effectiveness, a number of strategies are used in the course to encourage critical thinking 
and deep learning of the topics and issues. Students are assumed to have a level of knowledge and skill 
commensurate with a 1997 (or later) graduate of the BOptom course at UNSW, or other equivalent course of 
study and to have competency in the relevant clinical diagnostic techniques. To achieve an adequate standard 
of knowledge and skills, students will need to undertake ongoing self-learning particularly on the current best 
practice in diagnosis and management of ocular disease and integration of this learning with students’ own 
professional experience. The self-learning, reflective journal and case study tasks require critical review, 
analysis and evaluation of the relevant scientific and clinical literature and consistent reading and reflection 
during the course. Case study tasks are informed by examples of best practice and by written and verbal 
feedback on reports. 

3.2 Expectations of students 
 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students must attend private ophthalmology placements for a minimum of 35 
hours.  Students are responsible scheduling of their own private practice placements.  
 
A list of participating ophthalmologists will be provided. These ophthalmologists have 
already been contacted by the School of Optometry and Vision Science and are aware that 
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• read the School of Optometry and Vision Science Safe Work Practice for fieldwork 
document 

• obtain a valid National Police Check Certificate showing that you have no history 
of criminal offences or have been cleared by the State's Department of Health. 

• complete any other documentation as required. 
 

The University uses email as an official form of communication for students. All UNSW 
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5. Assessment 

5.1 Assessment tasks 

 

Further information 

UNSW grading system: student.unsw.edu.au/grades 

UNSW assessment policy: student.unsw.edu.au/assessment  

  

Task Length Weight Due Date 

Submission of hospital reflective 
journal, placement logs and 

summaries via Moodle 
N/A Hurdle, required to 

progress to oral 

Due 2 weeks after completion of placement 
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1. Formal course assessment will comprise of two (2) written case reports (60%), an oral examination (40%), and three 
hurdles – submission of a hospital reflective journal, signed logs for both the Private Ophthalmology and 
Hospital Placements, and completion of their summary questionnaires. A grade of 50% or more in each case 
report and the oral examination is required to pass the course. 
 

2. During private ophthalmology placements, students are required to keep a record of cases observed using the Private 
Practice Patient Log Sheet, which briefly details the case, its management and the hours spent in that session. These 
log forms need to be signed off by the attending clinician and are available for download on Moodle. Students will be 
required to submit their Private Practice Patient Logs and complete the summary questionnaire via Moodle no later than 
2 weeks after placement completion. All private ophthalmology placements and log submissions must be 
completed by 5PM Tuesday 9th November 2021 to complete the course in T3. 

 

3. Similarly, during hospital placements, students are required to keep a record of cases observed using the Hospital 
Placement Log Sheet. These log forms need to be signed off by the attending clinician and are available for download 
on Moodle. Students are required to submit the Hospital Placement Log and complete the Hospital Placement Summary 
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All submissions, including late submissions, are subject to the School of Optometry and Vision Science Policy on 
Submission of Assignments 
(https://www.optometry.unsw.edu.au/files/sovs_policy_for_submission_of_assign_28_2_18.pdf). 

5.2 Assessment criteria and standards 
 

Task 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Submission of hospital reflective 
journal, placement logs and summaries 
via Moodle 

35 hours private ophthalmology placement, 2 or more supervisors 
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5.3 Submission of assessment tasks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Submissions 

Assignments should be submitted via Moodle (electronic submission). 

This includes completed laboratory reports and logs which should be 
scanned/photographed and submitted via Moodle. 

If your assignment requires submission of a pair of glasses/contact lenses, these may be 
submitted via the Assignment submission box at the Student Enquiry office (North Wing, 
Rupert Myers Building, Room 3.003), however the accompanying report should be 
submitted via Moodle. 

Marked assignments can be collected from the: 

• School Enquiry office during counter opening hours.  You must show a valid student 
card to do this. 

 

The School Policy on Submission of Assignments (including penalties for late 
assignments) and the Assignment Attachment Sheet are available from the School office 
(RMB3.003) and the School website at: 
https://www.optometry.unsw.edu.au/current/policies-and-procedures  

 

 

Assessment Procedures 

 

UNSW Assessment 
Policy1 

SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY AND VISION SCIENCE, UNSW  
SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATION INFORMATION, 2021  
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION  
On some occasions, sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may 
prevent you from completing a course requirement, such as attending a formal end of semester 
examination. In these cases you may apply for Special Consideration. UNSW operates under 
a Fit to Sit/ Submit rule for all assessments. If a student wishes to submit an application 
for special consideration for an exam or assessment, the application must be submitted 
prior to the start of the exam or before an assessment is submitted. If a student sits the 
exam/ submits an assignment, they are declaring themselves well enough to do so. The 
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If additional assessment is not scheduled, this does NOT indicate whether or not a student has 
passed or failed the course. Results will be received in the usual way. Please do not contact 
the School in this regard.  
Please note the above applies to OPTM and VISN courses only. Any information on 
supplementary examinations for servicing courses (e.g. CHEM****) is the responsibility of the 
School conducting the course.  
* Stage 4 includes courses in the first year of the MClinOptom program.  
 
School of Optometry and Vision Science, UNSW 

 

The School’s Guideline on Supplementary Assessments can also be found via the School 
website: 
(https://www.optometry.unsw.edu.au/files/supplementary_assessment_guidelines_v_3_sovs_2
019_03_14.pdf)  

1UNSW Assessment Policy  

5.4. Feedback on assessment  
 

Task 
 

Feedback 
 

WHO 
 

 
WHEN 

 
HOW 

Submission of 

hospital reflective 
journal, placement 
logs and summaries 
via Moodle 

Course Convenor Prior to oral examination Written feedback 
by Moodle 

Case Reports Course Convenor Prior to oral exam 

Written feedback 
by Moodle 

Oral examination Course Convenor Within 1 month of oral 
exam 

Written feedback 
by email
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6. Academic integrity, referencing and plagiarism 
Referencing is a way of acknowledging the sources of information that you use to research your assignments. 
You need to provide a reference whenever you draw on someone else's words, ideas or research. Not 
referencing other people's work can constitute plagiarism. 

Further information about referencing styles can be located at student.unsw.edu.au/referencing  

Academic integrity is fundamental to success at university. Academic integrity can be defined as a 
commitment to six fundamental values in academic pursuits: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and 
courage.2 At UNSW, this means that your work must be your own, and others’ ideas should be appropriately 
acknowledged. If you don’t follow these rules, plagiarism may be detected in your work.  
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7. Readings and resources  
*Required, highly recommended in BOLD 
• Alward WLM. Colour atlas of gonioscopy 2nd edition. 2008. American Academy of Ophthalmology (ISBN: 

9781560558965) 
• Australian Medicines Handbook. 2017. Australian medicines handbook Pty Ltd (ISBN: 978-0-

9943262-4-9) 
• Bagheri, N, Wajda, B, Calvo, C and Durrani, A. (Eds). The Wills Eye Manual: Office and emergency 
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http://unsw.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/1041/kw/endnote/related/1 

The above link also contains instructional tutorials. UNSW library staff are also 
available to provide any additional assistance students may require with EndNote 

 

 

Work Health and Safety3 

Information on relevant Occupational Health and Safety policies and expectations both at 
UNSW and if there are any school specific requirements. 

 

Information on relevant policies and expectations is provided during General Safety 
Induction training.  A copy of the Induction booklet distributed at this training is available 

https://www.optometry.unsw.edu.au/whs/work-health-and-safety
http://www.studentequity.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:h.swarbrick@unsw.edu.au
mailto:g.velan@unsw.edu.au
mailto:studentcomplaints@unsw.edu.au
mailto:studentcomplaints@unsw.edu.au
https://www.counselling.unsw.edu.au/
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