




  WELCOME TO THE

SCHOOL OF 

POPULATION HEALTH 

UNSW MEDICINE  

AND HEALTH

The School of Population Health at UNSW Sydney is a 

leading postgraduate educator in public health, global 

health, health leadership and management and 

infectious diseases intelligence.  The School is 

committed to excellence in research, teaching and 

action to promote health, prevent disease and 

strengthen health systems. Our graduates form a 





Specialised degrees

We understand that many people seek specialised 
programs in their postgraduate degree. These 
specialised areas are ones in which the School has 
extensive expertise, and are taught by leading 
academics working within an active research 
environment. Specialisations are available in: 

�” Aboriginal Health and Wellbeing

�” Epidemiology

�” Health Economic Evaluation

�” Health Promotion

�” Infectious Diseases Control

�” International Health

�” Primary Health Care

�” Public Security

�” Social Research
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continually exploring innovative ways of using new 
technologies to offer a wider range of engaging and 
creative learning opportunities. 

Flexible delivery

Our postgraduate coursework and research programs 
are available full-time or part-time, face-to-face, 
online, or a custom mix of modes designed to suit 
people’s educational needs.

Dual degrees and extension programs

You can make the most of your studies and fast-track 
your career by completing two Master’s degrees 
within 1.7 years. We also offer a dual degree with an 
extension component for students seeking a two-
year coursework program. The ability to study two 
programs concurrently enhances your opportunities 
to consolidate and integrate knowledge and skills in 
two related disciplines. 

Research degrees

The School offers excellent research programs to 
public health and health service researchers. Options 
are available for research only degrees (PhD and 
Masters by Research) or combined coursework and 
research (Master of Philosophy). The School also 
offers a unique Professional Doctorate in Applied 
Public Health.

PLuS Alliance

As part of the PLus Alliance, options are available 
for students enrolled in our programs to take 
online courses at Arizona State University (ASU). 
The PLuS Alliance parternship between universities 
was designed  to solve global challenges and 
increase access to world-class higher education in 
high-need areas.

6 |  Postgraduate Prospectus







Program Title
Program 
requirements

Program Overview

PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM

Master of Public Health (MPH) 
(9045)

8 courses (48 UOC)

1 year full-time
2 years part-time

The MPH program provides preparation for education, research and service in 
all aspects of public health. It is designed to address the continuing education 
needs of specialists in public health as well as provide a general orientation 
to public health issues and methods for health professionals. Students 
will acquire a deeper understanding of knowledge and skills for research, 
professional practice and further learning.

Master of Public Health 
Extension (MPH Extn) (9046)

12 courses (72 UOC)

1.7 years full-time
3 years part-time

The MPH Extension is designed for students wishing to complete a Masters 
degree with a research component.  It could also provide a pathway for 
students seeking to apply for entry into a PhD program.

Graduate Diploma in Public 
Health (GradDipPH) (5507)

6 courses (36 UOC)

1 year full-time
1.7 years part-time

The Graduate Diploma is designed to address the continuing education needs 
of specialists in public health as well as provide a general orientation to public 
�L�I�E�P�X�L���M�W�W�Y�I�W���E�R�H���Q�I�X�L�S�H�W���J�S�V���X�L�I���L�I�E�P�X�L���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�W�����-�X���[�M�P�P���F�I�R�I�¼�X���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W��
returning to postgraduate study after a period in the workforce by updating 
their skills and knowledge.

�+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���'�I�V�X�M�¼�G�E�X�I���M�R���4�Y�F�P�M�G��
Health (GradCertPH) (7368)

4 courses (24 UOC)

1 year part-time
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T h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  p r o g r a m  i s  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i s e d  

a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a  c a r e e r  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  h e a l t h ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h  p r o m o t i o n ,  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  

p o l i c y  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s .  M a n y  o f  o u r  g r a d u a t e s  o c c u p y  

k e y  p o s i t i o n s  i n  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  n o n -

g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . Public Health Program

The Public Health program provides both the foundational skills 

necessar y to launch a career in public health and the education 

needs of public health specialists for career progression. It acts 

as a pathway into public health education, research and ser vice by 

offering  a sophisticated understanding of the multidisciplinary 

area of public health.

The program includes study in epidemiology, biostatistics, health 

promotion, quantitative and qualitative research methods, health 

policy, planning and health ser vices management, as well as many 

topical public health issues. 

Students will graduate with an advanced and integrated 



4. Health Promotion
5. Infectious Diseases Control
6. International Health
7. Primary Health Care
8. Public Security
9. Social Research

• Research extension options  
The Master of Public Health (Extension) gives 
you the opportunity to extend your knowledge 
and skills in public health research through 
additional research methodology courses and/or 
an advanced research project. Opportunities are 



Program structure

Program Master of Public 
Health (9045)

Master of Public 
Health Extension 
(9046)

Graduate Diploma of 
Public Health (5507)

�*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H��
in Public Health 
(7368)

Program duration
1 year full-time 
2 years part-time

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

1 year full-time 
1.7 years part-time

1 year part-time

Study mode Online | Face-to-face Online | Face-to-face Online | Face-to-face Online | Face-to-face

Total courses 8 courses (48 UOC) 12 courses (72 UOC) 6 courses (36 UOC) 4 courses (24 UOC)

Course selection 4 core courses:

• Foundations in Public 
Health and Health 
�'�E�V�I���7�]�W�X�I�Q�W�������x�9�3�'�

• Foundations of 
�)�T�M�H�I�Q�M�S�P�S�K�]�������x�9�3�'�

• Foundations of 
Biostatistics (6 UOC)

• Health Promotion and 
Social Perspectives of 
�,�I�E�P�X�L�������x�9�3�'�

4 elective courses:  

• See Course Selection 
for list of electiv es 
�������x�9�3�'�

4 core courses:

• Foundations in Public 
Health and Health Care 
�7�]�W�X�I�Q�W�������x�9�3�'�

• Foundations of 
�)�T�M�H�I�Q�M�S�P�S�K�]���������x�9�3�'�

• F



Articulation

�8�L�I���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���'�I�V�X�M�¼�G�E�X�I���E�R�H���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���(�M�T�P�S�Q�E���M�R���4�Y�F�P�M�G��
Health articulate into the Master of Public Health program.  

Public Health Dual Degrees 

PUBLIC HEALTH DUAL DEGREES – 1.7 YEARS

PUBLIC HEALTH DUAL DEGREES – 2 YEARS WITH RESEARCH EXTENSION

Public health dual degrees allow students to complete two degrees concurrently. Two options are available: 
����x�G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���X�[�S���H�I�K�V�I�I�W���M�R�����������]�I�E�V�W���J�Y�P�P���X�M�Q�I�����S�V��������G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���X�[�S���H�I�K�V�I�I�W���M�R�������]�I�E�V�W���J�Y�P�P���X�M�Q�I���[�L�M�G�L���S�T�X�M�S�R���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�W��
the addition of an extension component where students complete additional electives including a research project or a 
research methodology course.  



T h e  H e a l t h  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  p r o g ra m  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  a n d  l a rg e s t  h e a l t h  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g ra m  i n  A u s t ra l i a .  F o r  o v e r  6 0  y e a r s  i t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l s  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  re q u i re d  to  u n d e r t a ke  c h a l l e n g i n g  s e n i o r  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  r o l e s  i n  h e a l t h  s e rv i c e s  i n  A u s t ra l i a  a n d  g l o b a l l y. H e a l t h  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  

M a n a g e m e n t  Pro g r a m

T h e  H e a l t h  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  p ro g ra m  i s  d e s i g n e d  to  

m e e t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  c u r re n t  a n d  a s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s  a n d  

m a n a g e r s  i n  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  b o t h  i n  A u s t ra l i a  a n d  

g l o b a l l y .  

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m  i s  to  d e v e l o p  w o r k - r e a d y  l e a d e r s  

w h o  c a n  d r i v e  c h a n g e ,  e n h a n c e  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  d e v e l o p  a n d  e xe c u t e  

w e l l - c o n s i d e re d  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  to  i m p a c t  t h e  h e a l t h  

s e rv i c e  a n d  s y s t e m s  i n  w h i c h  t h ey  w o r k .  

T h i s  d e g re e  w i l l  b ro a d e n  g ra d u a t e s ’ 1 u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c u r re n t  � E � R � H � � � I � Q � I � V� K � M � R � K � � � M � R � ½ � Y � I � R � G � I � W � � � S � R � � � X � L � I � � � L � I � E � P � X � L � � � W � I � G � X� S � V � � � �� 8 � L � I � ] � � � [ � M � P � P � � � K � E � M � R � � � X � L � I � �

t h e o re t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a c ro s s  s t ra t e g i c  p l a n n i n g ,  p o l i c y  

� H � I � Z � I � P � S � T � Q � I � R � X � � � � � G � L � E � R � K � I � � � Q � E � R � E � K � I � Q � I � R � X � � � � � ¼ � R � E � R � G � M � E � P � � � Q � E � R � E � K � I � Q � I � R � X � � � � � L � I � E � P � X � L � �

e c o n o m i c s ,  e v i d e n c e - i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  c l i n i c a l  

g o v e r n a n c e ,  r i s k  m a n a g e m e n t ,  q u a l i t y  i m p ro v e m e n t ,  i n t e g r a t e d  

c a r e ,  p a t i e n t  s a fe t y  a n d  v a l u e - b a s e d  h e a l t h c a re .

O u r  a l u m n i  c u r re n t l y  h a v e  l e a d e r s h i p  ro l e s  i n  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  

h e a l t h c a re  s e c to r  s e rv i c e s  s p a n n i n g  h o s p i t a l ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  a g e d ,  

p r i m a r y  a n d  a l l i e d  h e a l t h c a re .  M a n y  o f  o u r  g ra d u a t e s  t a ke  u p  

h e a l t h  s y s t e m - l ev e l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  M i n i s t r i e s  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  

H e a l t h ,  g ov e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  u n i t s  a n d  s e rv i c e s  re l e va n t  to  

p o p u l a t i o n  h e a l t h ,  a n d  n o n - g ov e r n m e n t  a n d  v o l u n t a ry  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a c ro s s  A u s t ra l i a  a n d  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r l d . U N S W  School of Population Health |  15



Key features

• Accredited program 
This degree is accredited by the Australasian 
College of Health Service Management (ACHSM) 
and the Royal Australasian College of Medical 
Administrators (RACMA). It also provides the core 
competencies required for individuals wishing to 
apply for RACMA Fellowship.

• Research extension options  
The Master of Health Leadership and 
Management (Extension) gives you the 
opportunity to extend your knowledge and skills 
in health services research through additional 
research methodology courses and/or an 
advanced research project. Opportunities are 
available to progress from a coursework master’s 
degree that includes a research component to 
enrolment in a PhD.

• Dual degree options 
Make the most of your studies by completing two 
master’s degrees within 1.7 years. You can 
combine this degree with the master’s programs 
in public health, global health or infectious 
diseases intelligence. Studying two programs 
concurrently enhances your career prospects and 
gives you the opportunity to combine knowledge 
and skills from two related disciplines.

• Industr y relevant program 
This program was designed to be relevant to the 
workplace, with many opportunities to apply 
theoretical knowledge to practice. One such 
opportunity is our internship program, where 

you’ll gain practical experience in relevant health 
organisations. We offer a range of domestic and 
international internship placements in Australia, 
�%�W�M�E���E�R�H���X�L�I���4�E�G�M�¼�G��

• Flexible deliv





Health Leadership and Management Dual Degrees

Health Leadership and Management dual degrees enable students to make the most of their studies by completing two 
degrees concurrently. Two options are available: 1) complete two degrees in 1.7 years full-time; or 2) complete two degrees 
�M�R�����x�]�I�E�V�W���J�Y�P�P���X�M�Q�I���[�L�M�G�L���S�T�X�M�S�R���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�W���E�R���I�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X���[�L�I�V�I���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���E�H�H�M�X�M�S�R�E�P���I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I�W���M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K��
a research project or a research methodology course. 

HEALTH LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT DUAL DEGREES – 1.7 YEARS

HEALTH LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT DUAL DEGREES – 2 YEARS WITH RESEARCH EXTENSION

Program Program duration Study mode Total courses Course selection

Masters in Health Leadership and 
Management / Public Health (9047)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Health Leadership and 
Management / Global Health (9044)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'��� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Health Mgmt / Infectious 
Diseases Intelligence (9041)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Articulation

�8�L�I���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���'�I�V�X�M�¼�G�E�X�I���E�R�H���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���(�M�T�P�S�Q�E���M�R���,�I�E�P�X�L��
Leadership and Management articulate into the Master of 
Health Leadership and Management program.  
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Masters in Health Leadership and 
Management with Extension / 







Program



Global Health Dual Degrees

Global Health dual degrees enable students to make the most of their studies by completing two degrees concurrently. 
�8�[�S���S�T�X�M�S�R�W���E�V�I���E�Z�E�M�P�E�F�P�I����������G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���X�[�S���H�I�K�V�I�I�W���M�R�����������]�I�E�V�W���J�Y�P�P���X�M�Q�I�����S�V��������G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���X�[�S���H�I�K�V�I�I�W���M�R�����x�]�I�E�V�W��
full-time which option includes an extension component where students complete additional electives including a research 
project or a research methodology course.

GLOBAL HEALTH DUAL DEGREES – 1.7 YEARS

GLOBAL HEALTH DUAL DEGREES – 2 YEARS WITH RESEARCH EXTENSION





Alliance program, with online electives available from 
Arizona State University. 

Key features

• Wide range of career opportunities  
�3�Y�V���K�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I�W���¼�R�H���[�S�V�O���E�G�V�S�W�W���E���V�E�R�K�I���S�J��
employers, including ministries and departments 
of health, government organisations, NGOs, 
international health organisations and primary 
care and community healthcare services in both 
public and private sectors.

• Research extension options  
The Master of Infectious Diseases Intelligence 
(Extension) gives you the opportunity to extend 
your knowledge and skills in research through 





Infectious Diseases Intelligence Dual Degrees

Infectious Diseases Intelligence dual degrees enable students to make the most of their studies by completing two 
degrees concurrently. Two options are available: 1) complete two degrees in 1.7 years full-time; or 2) complete two 
�H�I�K�V�I�I�W���M�R�����x�]�I�E�V�W���J�Y�P�P���X�M�Q�I���[�L�M�G�L���S�T�X�M�S�R���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�W���E�R���I�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X���[�L�I�V�I���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�I���E�H�H�M�X�M�S�R�E�P���I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I�W��
including a research project or a research methodology course.

Program Program duration Study mode Total courses Course selection

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Public Health (9059)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Health Leadership and 
Management (9041)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'��� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Global Health (9042)

1.7 years full-time 
3 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 12 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

INFECTIOUS DISEASES INTELLIGENCE DUAL DEGREES – 1.7 YEARS

INFECTIOUS DISEASES INTELLIGENCE DUAL DEGREES – 2 YEARS WITH RESEARCH EXTENSION

Program Program duration Study mode Total courses Course selection

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence with Extension / Public 
Health (9363)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence with Extension / Global 
Health (9364)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����)�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Public Health with 
Extension (9366)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����I�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Global Health with 
Extension (9367)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����)�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence with Extension / Health 
Leadership & Management  (9365)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����)�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Masters in Infectious Diseases 
Intelligence / Health Leadership and 
Management with Extension (9368)

2 years full-time 
4 years part-time

Online | Face-to-face 16 courses 
�������w�9�3�'�

�����G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�����)�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'� 
�)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���G�S�Y�V�W�I�W���������w�9�3�'�

Articulation

�8�L�I���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���'�I�V�X�M�¼�G�E�X�I���E�R�H���+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���(�M�T�P�S�Q�E���M�R��
Infectious Diseases Intelligence articulate into the Master 
of Infectious Diseases Intelligence program.  

Online Handbook

For more details on the Infectious Diseases Intelligence 
program see the Online Handbook:  
www.handbook.unsw.edu.au
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Degree Specialisations

Health Promotion (MPH)

Foundation for all areas of public health, as contemporary practice across all 
disciplines which requires consideration of the social determinants, incorporation 
of health in all policies, with attention to meeting the equity gaps and promoting 
social justice. Focuses on social understandings of health and a multi-sectoral 
approach to promoting health through research, practice, policy and advocacy.













MASTERS BY RESEARCH (2810, 2845, 2885, 2960)

Program Overview The Masters by Research programs comprise 100% research. Candidates must demonstrate ability to undertake 
research by the submission of a thesis embodying the results of an original investigation. Masters by research 
degrees are available in:  1) Community Medicine (2810), 2) Public Health (2845), 3) Health Professions 
Education (2885), 4) Health Administration (2960)

Program Duration 1.5-2 years full-time; 3-4 years part-time

Program requirements 96 UOC

Program structure An approved candidate shall be enrolled in one of the following categories: (a) full-time or part-time 
attendance at the University; (b) external – not in regular attendance at the University and using research 
facilities external to the University.

Entry Requirements �%���G�E�R�H�M�H�E�X�I���J�S�V���X�L�I���H�I�K�V�I�I���W�L�E�P�P�������E����,�E�Z�I���E���1�&�&�7���S�V���I�U�Y�M�Z�E�P�I�R�X���Q�I�H�M�G�E�P���H�I�K�V�I�I�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���W�Y�G�L���U�Y�E�P�M�¼�G�E�X�M�S�R�W��
from another country); or  (b) Have been awarded a Bachelors degree, and have relevant experience in health 
services. In addition to (a) or (b), the candidate must have support from the proposed supervisor and the 
relevant Head of School. See Handbook for further information on Entry Requirements.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN PUBLIC HEALTH (MPhil) (2713) 

Program Overview The Master of Philosophy in Public Health (MPhil) is a research degree designed to provide research training 
for candidates aiming to develop competence in research in public health, or who aim to progress to a PhD. 



Apply online

Track application

Accept your offer

Enrol in courses online

2

3

4

5

Check entry requirements1

How to apply for Postgraduate 
Programs
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Check entry requirements1
Entry into our coursework programs is based on the following criteria:

 �x



Closing date for international applications:

• Term 1 – 30 November 2022
• Term 2 – 31 March 2022
• Term 3 – 31 July 2022

English language requirements

�=�S�Y���Q�E�]���F�I���E�W�O�I�H���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���I�Z�M�H�I�R�G�I���S�J���]�S�Y�V���)�R�K�P�M�W�L���T�V�S�¼�G�M�I�R�G�]���X�S���W�X�Y�H�]���E�X���9�2�7�;���H�I�T�I�R�H�M�R�K���S�R���]�S�Y�V��
educational background and citizenship. English language skills are vitally important for coping with lectures, 
tutorials, assignments and examinations and this is why UNSW requires a minimum English language 
�G�S�Q�T�I�X�I�R�G�]���J�S�V���I�R�V�S�P�Q�I�R�X�����-�J���)�R�K�P�M�W�L���M�W���R�S�X���]�S�Y�V���¼�V�W�X���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I�����]�S�Y���[�M�P�P���R�I�I�H���X�S���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���T�V�S�S�J���S�J���]�S�Y�V���)�R�K�P�M�W�L��
�T�V�S�¼�G�M�I�R�G�]���F�I�J�S�V�I���]�S�Y���[�M�P�P���F�I���K�M�Z�I�R���E�R���S�J�J�I�V���X�S���W�X�Y�H�]���E�X���9�2�7�;�����*�S�V���Q�S�V�I���M�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���S�R���)�R�K�P�M�W�L���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I��
requirements visit unsw.edu.au/english-requirements-policy.

Research applications

Prospective students must submit an application to the UNSW Graduate Research School. For details on applying 
for research degrees please visit the School of Population Health How to Apply for Research: 
sph.med.unsw.edu.au/future-students/postgraduate-research/how-apply

Track your application



Course selection

As course availability is subject to change please check the School website regularly for updates. 

Internal (INT) courses are conducted on-campus with face-to-face teaching. Students are expected to attend weekly classes 
during the term period. Many internal courses also include an online component. 

External (EXT) courses are offered in distance mode using online lectures, webinars, discussion forums and other activities.  

A residential week of optional workshops is held before the commencement of Term 1, 2 and 3 for a small number of courses. 

All courses listed (except PHCM9100 Academic Practice and Research Projects) are worth 6 Units of Credit (UOC) each.

International students from non-English speaking countries who have not previously completed a degree in Australia or other 





Course descriptions

Most of the School’s courses are offered in 
dual mode with students having the option 
to undertake courses either externally or 
internally: 

1) External courses are available online 
without attendance on-campus; and

2) Internal courses are available face-to-face 
with scheduled classes on-campus. 



solving tutorials and computer laboratory sessions to 
demonstrate the use of statistical software.

Advanced Health Economics and Financial 
Management (PHCM9082)

Prerequisite: PHCM9441

Delivery Mode: 1) External online 2) Internal on-campus

A/Prof Anurag Sharma

This course builds on the topics covered in PHCM9441 
Healthcare Economics and Financial Management. 





a health network). The course will also provide an in-
depth understanding and critical evaluation of digital 
health applications, inter-operability standards and 
framework including key topics such as governance 
and ethics. In addition, there will be an exploration of 
the theoretical principles in evaluation of digital health 
interventions in this course. 

Economic Evaluation in Health Care 
(PHCM9440)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

A/Prof Anthony Newall

This course will provide students with an introduction 
to economic evaluation in healthcare, including its 
use as a tool to assist with government decision 
making. The course will focus on the concepts and 
the methods involved in cost-effectiveness/utility 
analysis. It will facilitate the development of skills 
required to critically appraise economic evaluations 
and illustrate how to apply the concepts involved to 
assess health interventions.

Environmental Health (PHCM9612)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

A/Prof Xiaoqi Feng

This is an introductory course on Environmental 
Health. The overall aim of this course is to stimulate 
a broad understanding of Environmental Health 
and the important contribution of public health 
knowledge and principles in addressing pressing 
environmental issues, including climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. We will chart the evolution 
of Environmental Health as a discipline, from 
occupational and environmental health in the mid-
19th century through to Environmental Justice and 
Ecohealth of the 20th century, to One Health and 
Planetary Health in the 21st century. We will take a 
lifecourse approach, examining the importance of 
various different environmental conditions on health 
and wellbeing at birth, childhood, adolescence, 
adulthood and the senior years. Some of these 
environmental conditions include air pollution, 
pesticide, water contamination, green space, food 
environment and noise. The course will be suitable 
for students who wish to gain a basic grounding in 
Environmental Health.

Epidemiological Methods (PHCM9518)

Prerequisite: PHCM9794 or PHCM9498

Delivery Mode: 1) External online 2) Internal on-campus

Dr Kathleen Falster

A core task of epidemiology is to understand what 
causes adverse health outcomes and ‘what works’ 
to improve population health. This course takes an 
in-depth look at the core public health discipline of 
epidemiology, with a focus on causal inference. It 
has been designed to help you develop essential 
knowledge and skills in quantitative public health 
research that are directly relevant to everyday decision-
making in policy and practice, as well as designing and 
implementing epidemiological research. 

Ethics and Law in Public Health 
(PHCM9331)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

Dr Bridget Haire



Evidence-Informed Decision-Making 
(PHCM9781)

Students enrolled in a Dual Masters program are not 
permitted to enrol in this course

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

Dr Vikram Palit

In this course you will be introduced to different types 
of decision-making and the level of evidence you will 
need to make different types of decisions in health 



Foundations of Biostatistics (PHCM9795)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

A/Prof Tim Dobbins

This core course introduces students to the 
quantitative methods that are the cornerstone of 
public health research and evidence-based public 
health policy and practice. Students will be introduced 
to the basic statistical analysis methods, with hands-
on experience analysing health data using statistical 
software.

Foundations of Epidemiology (PHCM9794)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

A/Prof Anita Heywood, A/Prof David Muscatello 

An epidemiological approach to the collection, 
analysis and interpretation of data is the foundation 
for public health practice. An understanding of 
epidemiological principles and methods that are 
fundamental to the design and analysis, as well 
as critical evaluation of public health studies. This 
course has been designed to develop student’s 
essential knowledge and skills in the epidemiological 
principles of descriptive and analytical methodologies 
used to answer population health questions. 
Students will have the opportunity to calculate and 
interpret measures used to describe the distribution, 
determinants and impact of disease in populations. 
A major focus of the course is the design principles 
and critical appraisal of common intervention and 
�S�F�W�I�V�Z�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���W�X�Y�H�M�I�W���E�R�H���M�H�I�R�X�M�¼�G�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���W�X�Y�H�]��
limitations and sources of bias, essential for the 
translation of quality evidence into public health 
practice and policy..

Global approaches to Cardiovascular 
Disease, Diabetes and Cancer Prevention 
(PHCM9786)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

Dr Christine Linhart

This course is focussed on population approaches 
to the prevention and management of cardiovascular 





Healthcare Economics and Financial 
Management (PHCM9441)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

A/Prof Anurag Sharma

This course combines health economics and 
�L�I�E�P�X�L�G�E�V�I���¼�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���Q�E�R�E�K�I�Q�I�R�X�����8�L�I���¼�V�W�X���Q�S�H�Y�P�I��
of this course Introduction to Health Economics 
will cover key economic concepts which will explain 
the mechanisms driving above policies/ behaviour. 



Indigenous Health & Wellbeing Across the 
Lifespan (PHCM9632)

Delivery Mode: 1) External Online 2) Internal On-campus

Ms Ebony Lewis

This course introduces students to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander understandings of the 
opportunities and challenges to health and wellbeing 
across the lifespan and the importance of embedding 
these understandings into health promotion action. 
It will explore the many contexts of Indigenous 
Australian lives and the concepts of wellbeing, 











Programs and courses

A course is a discrete subject which has a course code 
e.g. PHCM9041. A program is a combination of approved 
courses taken over a number of terms that leads to the 
award of a degree. This can be a Masters degree, 
�+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���(�M�T�P�S�Q�E�����+�V�E�H�Y�E�X�I���'�I�V�X�M�¼�G�E�X�I�����)�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R��
Masters Degree or Dual Degree. Each program has a 
program name, a program code and an abbreviation e.g. 
Master of Public Health is the program name, 9045 is the 
program code and MPH is the abbreviation. 

Specialisation

A specialisation is a focused area of academic study 
within a program, usually requiring a student to complete 
an approved sequence of ‘core’ and ‘elective’ courses. For 
example, there are nine specialisations within the Master 
of Public Health program.

Units of Credit (UOC) 

Each course at UNSW has a particular load or weighting 
which is referred to as units of credit e.g. the course 
PHCM9041 ‘Foundations in Public Health and Health Care 
Systems’ is worth 6 units of credit. This is often 
abbreviated to UOC. Six UOC equates to approximately 
150 hours of work for an average student, including 
assessment tasks. UNSW programs require the 
�W�Y�G�G�I�W�W�J�Y�P���G�S�Q�T�P�I�X�M�S�R���S�J���E���W�T�I�G�M�¼�I�H���R�Y�Q�F�I�V���S�J���9�3�'�W����
Fees are charged on a UOC basis.

When you begin your study at 
UNSW, you may come across 
�X�I�V�Q�M�R�S�P�S�K�]���W�T�I�G�M�¼�G���X�S���X�L�I��
University. We have compiled the 
following key terms and features 
that apply to our postgraduate 
degree programs.

Key Terms

Core courses

A core course is a compulsory course within a program 
that must be satisfactorily completed to meet the 
requirements of the program. Students from non-English 
speaking countries who have not previously completed a 
degree in Australia or other English speaking country are 
also required to take the additional core course 
PHCM9100 Academic Practice���M�R���X�L�I�M�V���¼�V�W�X���X�I�V�Q���S�J��
enrolment. This course is also available to all other 
�W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W���X�S���E�W�W�M�W�X���M�R���K�E�M�R�M�R�K���Q�E�\�M�Q�Y�Q���F�I�R�I�¼�X���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I�M�V��
study.  It is made available at no charge to students and 
does not contribute to the UOC requirements of the 
degree.  

Elective courses

The School’s coursework degree programs include a 
range of elective courses that students can select in order 
to meet the requirement of the program. Note that any 
�M�R�H�M�Z�M�H�Y�E�P���G�S�Y�V�W�I���Q�E�]���F�I���W�T�I�G�M�¼�I�H���E�W���E���G�S�V�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I���M�R��
one program and as an elective in another. The School 
offers a wide range of electives, enabling students to 
focus on areas of interest and professional relevance. See 
‘Course Selection’ in this prospectus or the School 
website for a listing of current electives.

Students may take a project, an independent study or an 
internship in place of an elective.

There is also the option to take courses from Arizona 
State University as part of the PLuS Alliance.
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In addition, students may also enrol in electives offered by 
other schools within UNSW, as well as approved courses 
offered by other universities, in accordance with the 
UNSW policy on credit transfer and approval by the 
relevant Program Director. 

Prescribed electives







New name for School

The School of Public Health and Community Medicine 
was well overdue for a name change. The terms public 
�L�I�E�P�X�L���E�R�H���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�]���Q�I�H�M�G�M�R�I���V�I�½�I�G�X���J�S�V�X�]���]�I�E�V���S�P�H��
trends in research. “Community medicine” was used in 
the ‘70s and ‘80s for what is now described as 
population health. At that time, “community medicine” 
described efforts to address the social determinants of 
health. This is now recognised as an essential part of 
modern-day population health and the term “community 
medicine” is no longer used in public or population 
�L�I�E�P�X�L���¼�I�P�H�W��

Dropping community medicine from the school’s name 
�V�I�½�I�G�X�I�H���E���W�L�M�J�X���M�R���Z�I�V�R�E�G�Y�P�E�V�����F�Y�X���,�I�E�H���S�J���7�G�L�S�S�P��
Professor Rebecca Ivers explained the reasoning behind 
changing the school’s name from Public Health to 
Population Health.

“There isn’t much difference between the terms public 
and population health, and often the underlying concepts 
�E�V�I���Y�W�I�H���M�R�X�I�V�G�L�E�R�K�I�E�F�P�]�����4�Y�F�P�M�G���,�I�E�P�X�L���V�I�½�I�G�X�W���E�R��
approach that focuses on the health of populations, but 
for those in the community it is more synonymous with 
the public health system.”  

�4�Y�F�P�M�G���L�I�E�P�X�L���G�E�R���F�I���H�I�¼�R�I�H���E�W���[�L�E�X���W�S�G�M�I�X�]���H�S�I�W���X�S��
assure the conditions in which people can be healthy.  
Public health works to protect and improve the health of 
communities through policy recommendations, health 
promotion and outreach, and research for disease 
detection and injury prevention.

UNSW Medicine’and Health’s School of 

Public Health and Community Medicine 

will now be called the School of 

�4�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���,�I�E�P�X�L���X�S���V�I�½�I�G�X���X�L�I�M�V���F�V�S�E�H�I�V��

approach to population and global health. 

�ˆ�4�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R���L�I�E�P�X�L�����L�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����M�R�Z�S�O�I�W���X�L�I���¼�I�P�H���



FUTURE STUDENT ENQUIRIES

UNSW Sydney 
Ground Floor, East Wing, Red Centre Building 
Sydney NSW 2052, Australia

Tel: +61 (2) 9385 1844  
Email: info@unsw.edu.au
Ask a question: futurestudents.unsw.edu.au/ask-question

SCHOOL CONTACTS

School of Population Health 
Faculty of Medicine  
UNSW Sydney, Level 2, Samuels Building 
Sydney NSW 2052, Australia

Tel: +61 (2) 9385 1699 

Coursework: futurestudents.unsw.edu.au/ask-question
Research: resdegree-sphcm@unsw.edu.au

PROGRAM DIRECTORS

Public Health Program

A/Prof Niamh Stephenson: n.stephenson@unsw.edu.au

Health Leadership and Management Program

A/Prof Anurag Sharma: anurag.sharma@unsw.edu.au

Global Health Program

Dr Augustine Asante: a.asante@unsw.edu.au

Infectious Diseases Intelligence Program

Dr Abrar Chughtai: abrar.chughtai@unsw.edu.au

Research Program 

A/Prof Sally Nathan (HDR Candidature Management):  
s.nathan@unsw.edu.au

A/Prof James Wood (HDR Admissions and Examinations): 
james.wood@unsw.edu.au

A/Prof Xiaoqi Feng (HDR Training):  
xiaoqi.feng@unsw.edu.au

A/Prof David Heslop (Future Health Leaders Program): 
d.heslop@unsw.edu.au

Dr Blessing Akombi-Inyang (Future Health Leaders 
Program): b.akombi@unsw.edu.au

Key dates for 2022

Term 1 2022

Residential Week: 7 – 11 February 2022

Term 1 teaching period starts: 14 February 2022

Term 1 enrolment and fee payment deadline: 
�����x�*�I�F�V�Y�E�V�]����������

Term 1 census date: discontinuation without failure/
�¼�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���T�I�R�E�P�X�]���������1�E�V�G�L����������

Last day of Term 1 teaching period: 22 April 2022

Results available on myUNSW: 19 May 2022

Term 2 2022

Residential Week: 25 – 29 May 2022

Term 2 teaching period starts: 30 May  2022

Term 2 enrolment and fee payment deadline:  
5 June 2022

Term 2 census date: discontinuation without failure/
�¼�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���T�I�R�E�P�X�]���������.�Y�R�I����������

Last day of Term 2 teaching period: 5 August 2022

Results available on myUNSW: 1 September 2022

Term 3 2022

Residential Week: 5 – 9 September 2022

Term 3 teaching period starts: 12 September 2022

Term 3 enrolment and fee payment deadline: 
�����x�7�I�T�X�I�Q�F�I�V����������

Term 3 census date: discontinuation without failure/
�¼�R�E�R�G�M�E�P���T�I�R�E�P�X�]�������3�G�X�S�F�I�V����������

Last day of Term 3 teaching period: 18 November 2022

Results available on myUNSW: 15 December 2022
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Disclaimer:
Information provided about UNSW programs, courses and any arrangements for programs and fees, including staff allocated, as 

stated in this publication, are an expression of intent only and are not to be taken as a firm offer or undertaking. The University 

reserves the right to discontinue or vary such programs, units, courses, arrangements or staffing at any time without notice and to 

impose limitations on enrolment in any course.  While every effort has been made to ensure that all the information contained in this 

prospectus is correct as at the time of printing, we strongly advise people to check the School website for updated information.  All 

costs and fees are provided in Australian dollars (AUD$).  Any agreement with the University does not remove the right to take action 


