Guidance on the use and types of face masks during COVID-19

This document outlines specific recommendations for the use and implementation of face masks to help
reduce the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak on UNSW campuses and keep our UNSW community safe.

Where UNSW ‘strongly recommends’ the use of face masks, guidance has been developed in line with
NSW Health recommendations.


https://www.covid-19.unsw.edu.au/safe-return-campus
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/risk-management-program

For further guidance on the types of close contact activities and recommended mask types see Table 1.

Table 1: Face mask types when it is required PPE.

Close contact activities

Close contact activities

Workers at retail outlets, food courts and service
counters where there is close contact

Mandatory use of a three-layer cloth mask
constructed to NSW Health specifications

Wet laboratory environments

Mandatory use of an L2 or L3 surgical mask. (Cloth
masks are not acceptable)

Dry labs, workshops, clinics and teaching
environments that cannot maintain physical
distancing measures

Health care related activities and those involved with
members of the public or patients.

Mandatory use of an L2 or L3 surgical mask or cloth
masks



https://safety.unsw.edu.au/contacts

