
This guideline provides information and recommended practice for health and safety risk management of 
fieldwork. It should be used as the starting point for fieldwork risk management. 
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https://www.fin.unsw.edu.au/files/forms/trav/MV1_Private_vehicle_approval_form.pdf
https://www.fin.unsw.edu.au/files/forms/trav/MV1_Private_vehicle_approval_form.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/travelprocedure.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/travelprocedure.pdf
http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/health-and-safety/safety-topics-a-z/quad-bikes
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It is recommended that a driving period be no longer than two and a half hours. Before continuing the journey, a 
change of driver or a half an hour rest period should occur. 

https://www.raia.unsw.edu.au/
https://www.raia.unsw.edu.au/
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS801.pdf
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It is expected that all airborne operations will be conducted in accordance with the Civil Aviation Act (1967), the 
Civil Aviation Regulations, the Civil Aviation Orders and the Aeronautical Information Publications as promulgated 
by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority and Airservices Australia. 

When seeking the services of local operators, a check of their Air Operator’s Certificate must be made to 
determine if they are authorised to conduct the type of flights required. 

8. Medical Conditions and Health 

Any person with a medical condition that may affect his or her performance on fieldwork should discuss the 
matter in confidence with their 

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS435.pdf
http://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/HS427_Immunisation_Questions_Authorisation.doc
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/Handbook10-home
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS906_First_aid_assessment_checklist.doc
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Groups of 31 to 60  3 persons trained in Provide First Aid or higher, plus an extra trained person for every 
additional 10 people above 60. 

In remote areas, the starting point should be at least two First Aiders with remote area first aid training and 
then additional First Aiders with Provide First Aid training. Remote area first aid training is recommended for 
all workers in remote areas. 

It is recommended that at least one person trained in Mental Health First Aid or an equivalent course attends 
rural/remote off-campus fieldwork. 

Whenever practicable, First Aiders should be spread throughout the travelling party. 

8.3. First Aid Kits 

A first aid assessment should be undertaken to determine the kit contents. Contents will be determined by 
the likely hazards to be encountered. Kits must have contents capable of handling the most serious first aid 
emergencies identified in the risk assessment. See the HS905 First Aid Procedure. 

 

9. Permissions to Access Land 

9.1. Restricted Access to Public or Private Land 

Identify landowners, lessees, local councils, State/Territory Government agencies and Commonwealth 
Government departments and in some cases tourist and recreational groups who have rights and interests in 
the area of proposed fieldwork. Seek approval before accessing property for fieldwork. Businesses or 
landholders may require evidence of insurance and may require specific training, induction or notification to 

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS905.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/4afff65c-00dd-4001-878b-a28d8831293a/files/ask-first.pdf
http://www.nlc.org.au/articles/cat/frequently-asked-questions/
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groups and are therefore more inclined to "agree" to requests from visitors - for example to take 
photographs - so it is important to avoid taking advantage of people's hospitality, offending people 
or intruding into people's lives uninvited. Please also be aware of local views on such matters as 
dress, as skimpy attire can offend in some regions. 

 

10. Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment (PPCE) 

Any PPCE necessary for the fieldwork must be included in the risk management documentation. 

Each participant should ensure that adequate protection from sunlight, cold, heat and adverse weather is carried 
and used.  

Further guidance on PPCE is available in the HS659 Personal Protective Equipment Guideline. 

10.1. Footwear 

The minimum footwear appropriate for a range of situations include: 

 

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS659.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS419.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS419.pdf
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http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS418.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS418.pdf
https://www.ohs.unsw.edu.au/hs_procedures_forms/guidelines/HS437_RCD_Guideline.pdf
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
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a) whenever his or her hands are likely to be a source of contamination of food; 
b) immediately before working with ready-to-eat food and after handling raw food; 
c) immediately after using the toilet; 
d) before commencing or re-commencing handling food; 
e)

http://www.allergy.org.au/images/pcc/ASCIA_PCC_Food_Allergy_2015.pdf
http://www.lifejacketwearit.com.au/
http://www.bees.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Scuba%20Operations%20Manual%20Dec%202013%20FINAL_0.pdf


https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS429.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/HS429.pdf
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If possible, the cylinders should be orientated in an upright position for liquefied gases and may be lying 
down for compressed gases. As with transportation within buildings, the protective caps must be on 
cylinders and for toxic gases and valve outlets must be capped or plugged with an approved closure 
device. 

The safest way to transport the gas cylinder is NOT in the passenger compartment of the vehicle.  

A station wagon has its cargo area in the passenger compartment so this is not safe to transport an 
asphyxiant or hazardous gas. 

It is definitely unsafe to transport a gas cylinder inside a station wagon or hatchback without a safety 
barrier. 

A station wagon with a safety barrier may be used for non-hazardous gases such as air or dive tanks. 



http://www.hr.unsw.edu.au/employee/eap.html
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/act-2011-10
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/sl-2017-404
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/resource-library/list-of-all-codes-of-practice


mailto:safety@unsw.edu.au

