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D. 

2021 Taking stock of half a decade of drug policy: An evaluation 
of UNGASS implementation 
 
International Drug Policy Consortium 

The 2016 UN General Assembly Special Assembly (UNGASS) on drugs shifted policy 
towards human rights, health and development approaches to drug use and away 
from punitive policies. Half a decade on (and 50 years after Nixon declared a war 
on drugs), this paper evaluates the impacts of the 2016 UNGASS, provides 
recommendations for future international drug policies and suggests how 
countries may better move from ‘rhetoric to reality’.  
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They offer several examples from countries who have decriminalised drugs in 
some way. Authors support that low level supply in the drug trade need 
alternatives to punishment (particularly those doing so to alleviate socioeconomic 
marginalization). Recommendations in this report include 1) abolishing the death 
penalty, 2) ending all penalties for use/possess and cultivation for personal use 3) 
alternatives to publishment (ie. Diversion) 4) UN member states to remove 
penalization of drug possess as a treaty obligation, and 5) Explore regulatory 
models following decriminalisation. 
 
 

LSE Expert Group on 
the Economics of Drug 
Policy 

2016 After the Drug Wars: Report of the LSE Expert Group on 
the Economics of Drug Policy 

In this report puts together a number of articles on drug policy utilising the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Each article considers metrics for evaluation and 
policy recommendations in lead up to UNGASS 2016. 

Goodwin, J. 2016 Public health approach to drug use in Asia: principles and 
practices for decriminalisation. International Drug Policy 
Consortium 

This report describes the principles underpinning decriminalisation (describing 
both dejure and defacto separately) with a focus on regulation in Asia, and 
provides recommendations for designing and implementing decriminalisation 
models, guidance on program priorities for countries moving towards 
decriminalisation. The report does not address legalisation. Chapter 3 describes 
various mechanisms to divert people away from the criminal justice system, 
including the role of police, courts, prosecutors, and healthcare/community 
workers. Dejure decriminalization models can differ based on legal frameworks, 
police authority, judicial/administrative process, and sanctions for drug use, but 
do remove criminal sanctions for drug use/possess.  A best practice model for 
them is one which the law is changed to remove all penalties (administrative and 
criminal sanctions), but do have regulations around use activities, and offer public 
health resources. Defacto decriminalization models have the following 
characteristics: use/possess is a criminal offence, but practice allows people to 
avoid penalties/conviction. Instead, there is no penalty or civil or administrative 
sanctions apply and/or are diverted. 
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