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will likely not be offered during most terms. If a student would like to 

complete a project in applied or pure mathematics, they should find a 

supervisor in one of those areas and undertake an individual project. 

  

3    Supervision for MATH5005/5006 

 

Each student works under the supervision of an academic staff member. Below are 

resources that can help students in finding potential project supervisors. 

  

Usually a student is supervised by a member of the School of Mathematics and Statistics. 

Any student who is considering pervisoresoensidf e School

https://research.unsw.edu.au/researcher
/science/our-schools/maths/our-school/directory#staffdirectory
/science/our-schools/maths/our-research#researchgroups
/science/our-schools/maths/our-research#researchgroups


4    Timeline for MATH5925 

 

Students are allowed to enrol in MATH5925 up until Monday of O week. After 

that, enrolment will only be allowed subject to availability. If there are no more project 

spots available, students will have to wait and enrol the following term.    

 

During O-week, a list of project topics and supervisors will be made available. The 

number and topic areas of projects offered will vary each term depending on enrolments 

and available supervisors. Although we make an effort to match students with projects 

and supervisors based on their preferences, students are not guaranteed a particular 

project, supervisor, or group members. 

  

Groups will meet with their supervisor weekly. There are intermediate assessments 

throughout the term to ensure groups are making sufficient progress. Further 

assessments and deadlines will be as indicated in the Course Outline and on Moodle. 

 

The due date for submission of the thesis is normally 5.00PM on the final day of 

Week 10. 

5    Timeline for MATH5005/5006 
  

Students are required to find a supervisor and a project topic prior to the start of Term, 

by Monday of O Week.  It is the student’s responsibility to find their own 

supervisor.  We recommend a student start contacting potential supervisors several 

weeks in advance, during the term prior to the desired start term.  If a student is unable to 

confirm a supervisor, they should instead enrol in MATH5925.  

Please ensure submission of the webform: “Intention to start project form”: 

https://forms.office.com/r/yempMSm5Sn. The web form must be submitted by the 

Thursday before O-week of the term that you require enrolment in the project. 

 

Students who have been approved will be enrolled into MATH5005, ‘Advanced 

Mathematics Project A’.  Once enrolled in MATH5005, students are required to complete 

Form 1 in Moodle, which requires details of your thesis topic and supervision.  Form 1 

https://forms.office.com/r/yempMSm5Sn.


is required to be completed by Friday of Week 1 of that term.  The Supervisor 

must confirm the project supervision and details by Week 3 (the school will contact the 



Before the start of 

T1, ideally during 

the previous term 

Talk to staff members about potential project topics and 

select a potential supervisor. 

Monday of O Week Confirm a supervisor. 

Friday of Week 1  Complete Form 1 in Moodle, nominating the 

supervisor and formalising the topic. 

T1 Research, reading, discussion and understanding of the 

topic. Begin writing an outline and draft of the thesis. 

Week 3, T1 Your Supervisor will be requested to confirm supervision 

and topic title, by the School, as per advice from Form 1. 

By the beginning 

of T2 





Importantly, late thesis submission, even when approved by the Director of Postgraduate 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/international
/science/our-schools/maths/student-life-resources/postgraduate-coursework/postgraduate-coursework-project
/science/our-schools/maths/student-life-resources/postgraduate-coursework/postgraduate-coursework-project


The thesis should be in 12pt font, singly spaced, with the following margins: 40mm on the 

left side, 20mm on the right side, 30mm at the top, and 20mm at the bottom.  The official 

template automatically follows these guidelines. 

 

In certain circumstances, when it is in the obvious interest of the project, the thesis can be 

shorter or longer. A departure from this guideline should be discussed with and 

approved by the supervisor and the Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework) in 

advance of submission. 

  

Format 

The official template automatically follows the required format. For those students not 

using the official template, they should ensure the following guidelines are met. 

 

Students must typeset their thesis using appropriate mathematical typesetting software, 

normally LaTeX. Many students and supervisors find it convenient to share a project in 

Overleaf. The software to be used should be discussed and agreed with the supervisor at 

the commencement of the project. Students should allow for time to become conversant 

with the typesetting software. The thesis should be organised as follows: 

  

• A cover page, showing (1) the UNSW crest; (2) the full title of the project; (3) the 

name of the student; (4) the name of the supervisor; (5) “School of Mathematics 

and Statistics, UNSW Sydney”; (6) the month and the year of submission; (7) 

“Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of” the degree. 

• The plagiarism form, where the student declares that the thesis is their own work 

(see Section 11)8(e)6(ir )-10(o)-5(w)10(n )-8(w)10(o)-5(rk)14( )] TJ
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contributions to the thesis. Each student will also individually complete a short peer and 

self-evaluation activity. These steps enable moderation of the group mark to adjust for 

individual contributions, if deemed necessary.  

9    Oral presentation (MATH5005/5006 and 

MATH5925) 

Each student or group gives an oral presentation of 15 minutes. A short session of 

questions & answers follows. The presentations usually are scheduled in the week 

following the submission of the thesis (Week 11, during the study period before exams).  

 

By default, all students give their presentation in person.  This includes all members of a 



11    Plagiarism (MATH5005/5006 and MATH5925) 

Plagiarism is the presentation of the thoughts or work of another as one’s own. Examples 

include: 

• direct duplication of the thoughts or work of another, including by copying 

material, ideas or concepts from a book, article, report, or other written document 

(whether published or unpublished), composition, artwork, design, drawing, 

circuitry, computer program or software, website, Internet, other electronic 

resource, or another person’s assignment without appropriate acknowledgement. 

• paraphrasing another person’s work with very minor changes keeping the 

meaning, form and/or progression of ideas of the original. 

• piecing together sections of the work of others into a new whole. 

• presenting an assessment item as independent work when it has been produced in 

whole or part in collusion with other people, for example, another student or a 

tutor. 

  

For the purposes of this policy, submitting an assessment item that has already been 

submitted for academic credit elsewhere may be considered plagiarism. Knowingly 

permitting your work to be copied by another student may also be plagiarism. An 

assessment item produced in oral, not written, form, or involving live presentation, may 

similarly contain plagiarised material. 

  

University policies on plagiarism 

The University has policies on academic honesty and plagiarism which all students should 

familiarise themselves with.  

  

The Academic Skills website is the main repository of resources for students regarding 

plagiarism and academic honesty. The Academic Skills Team also provides substantial 

educational written materials, workshops, and tutorials to aid students, for example, in 

correct referencing practices; paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing, and time 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/skills


Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study 

and one of the identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should 

allow sufficient time for research, drafting, and the proper referencing of sources in 

preparing their thesis. 

12    UNSW Resources 
 

UNSW has resources that can help you with academic research and writing, including: 

• UNSW writing skills support. 

• UNSW English language success. 

• UNSW academic skills support for postgraduate research students. 

• UNSW academic skills support. 

 

13    Contact information 

 

Main point of contact 

For all queries, including contacting the Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework), 

email: pg.MathsStats@unsw.edu.au 

 

Please use your UNSW student email in making your request.  Please include your zID in 

the email.  It is also often helpful if you attach your current academic record. 

 

Staff 

Dr. Libo Li 

Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework) 

Room: H13 Anita Lawrence -1035 | Phone: (02) 9385 7025 

               

Dr. Kristen Hunter 

Deputy Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework) 

  

Markie Lugton & Li San Chew 

Teaching Support Officers                  

(Last updated December 2024)  

https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/writing
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/english
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/research-skills
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/skills
mailto:pg.MathsStats@unsw.edu.au
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