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1    Introduction  

The project is a compulsory part of any Master by coursework program and is worth 

12 Units of Credit (UoC). The project courses are normally taken during the last one or 

two terms of the program, and after completing at least 36 UoC (typically, 6 courses).

https://forms.office.com/r/yempMSm5Sn


2    Choice of project course 

DATA5925 is the primary pathway to project completion, while DATA5011/5012 is 



https://research.unsw.edu.au/researcher
/engineering/about-us/our-people#search=&filters=f.Faculty%257CstaffFaculty%3AEngineering+f.School%257CstaffSchool%3AComputer%2BScience%2Band%2BEngineering&sort=metastaffLastName&startRank=1&numRanks=12&componentId=3a21ef72-21b6-48cc-a98c-9754d17ad249
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Students who have been approved will be enrolled into DATA5011, ‘Data Science and 

Decisions Project A’.  Once enrolled in DATA5011, students are required to complete 

Form 1 in Moodle, which requires details of your thesis topic and supervision.  Form 1 

is required to be completed by Friday of Week 1 of that term.  The Supervisor 

must confirm the project supervision and details by Week 3 (the school will contact the 

supervisor for confirmation). 

  

For the second term of their project, students will be automatically enrolled into 

DATA5012 (‘Data Science and Decisions Project B’) as part of their program.  This will be 

communicated by email and is subject to enrolment post census date in DATA5011 the 

term prior. 

  

DATA5011 and DATA5012 must be taken in consecutive terms. 

  



Before the start of 

T1, ideally during 

the previous term 

Talk to staff members about potential project topics and 

select a potential supervisor. 

Monday of O Week Confirm a supervisor. 

Friday of Week 1  Complete Form 1 in Moodle, nominating the 

supervisor and formalising the topic. 

T1 Research, reading, discussion and understanding of the 

topic. Begin writing an outline and draft of the thesis. 

Week 3, T1 Your Supervisor will be requested to confirm supervision 

and topic title, by the School, as per advice from Form 1. 

By the beginning 

of T2 

Outline of project and significant piece of writing. 

T2 More reading and deeper understanding of the topic, 

writing of the thesis. 

By Friday Week 1, 

T2 

Complete Form 2 in Moodle and provide a draft of 

the thesis project to the Supervisor.   

By the end of 

Week 3, T2 

Supervisor to advise thesis submission is on target for 

week 10; by reply to School via email request. 

Week 8, T2 School will again contact Supervisor for update on thesis 

submission confirming on target for week 10. 

5.00PM, Friday, 

Week 10, T2 

Submission of the thesis. 

Study period 

(Week 11), T2 

Oral presentation of the thesis, usually Wednesday or 

Thursday of the study period. 

 

  



6    Extensions and late submissions 

(DATA5011/5012 and DATA5925) 
 

DATA5925 

Due to the group nature of the project, extensions for the thesis submission are not 

common. The group should contact the Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework) to 

request an extension. 

 

Late policy 

If the thesis is submitted late without approval from the Director of Postgraduate Studies 

(Coursework), the thesis mark will receive the following penalty. A late penalty of 5% of 

the maximum mark for the thesis will be applied per day that the thesis is late. “Late” in 

this context means after any extensions granted (including Special Consideration or 

Equitable Learning Provisions). For example, a thesis that 



Importantly, late thesis submission, even when approved by the Director of Postgraduate 

Studies (Coursework), is likely to delay the student’s graduation.  Due to sponsorships 

and visa requirements, international students are required to gain approval from the 

UNSW International Student Experience Unit (ISEU) prior to the extension request. 
 

7    

https://student.unsw.edu.au/international
/science/our-schools/maths/student-life-resources/postgraduate-coursework/postgraduate-coursework-project
/science/our-schools/maths/student-life-resources/postgraduate-coursework/postgraduate-coursework-project


The thesis should be in 12pt font, singly spaced, with the following margins: 40mm on the 

left side, 20mm on the right side, 30mm at the top, and 20mm at the bottom.  The official 

template automatically follows these guidelines. 

 

In certain circumstances, when it is in the obvious interest of the project, the thesis can be 

shorter or longer. A departure from this guideline should be discussed with and 

approved by the supervisor and the Director of Postgraduate Studies (Coursework) in 

advance of submission. 

  

Format 

The official template automatically follows the required format. For those students not 

using the official template, they should ensure the following guidelines are met. 

 

Students must typeset their thesis using appropriate mathematical typesetting software, 

normally LaTeX. Many students and supervisors find it convenient to share a project in 

Overleaf. The software to be used should be discussed and agreed with the supervisor at 

the commencement of the project. Students should allow for time to become conversant 

with the typesetting software. The thesis should be organised as follows: 

  

• A cover page, showing (1) the UNSW crest; (2) the full title of the project; (3) the 

name of the student; (4) the name of the supervisor; (5) “School of Mathematics 

and Statistics, UNSW Sydney”; (6) the month and the year of submission; (7) 

“Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of” the degree. 

• The plagiarism form, where the student declares that the thesis is their own work 

(see Section 11). 

• An abstract, concisely describing the content, scope, and results of the project. 

• A table of contents. 

• The thesis body organised in several chapters (including an introduction and a 

conclusion). 

• A reference list, including all the references cited in the thesis and arranged 

alphabetically by author. 

 



Submission 

Students will be required to separately submit a contribution statement, 

acknowledging the extent and nature of any assistance received in the pursuit of the 

project. 

Students are required to submit two electronic (in pdf format) copies of their thesis 

through the Moodle course page, by the set deadline. A submission link will be provided. 

8    Assessment (DATA5011/5012 and DATA5925) 

The thesis will be assessed for quality in four major areas, each of which is equally 

important: 

• Exposition: structure and presentation of the thesis, including definition of the 

problem, organisation of the argument, clarity in terms of writing style, and 

illustrative materials. 

• Literature coverage: sufficient introductory and summary material, position of 

the topic in a wider context, review, and critique of relevant literature in the field. 

• Critical analysis and insight: understanding of the problem and/or model, 

justification and implementation of the appropriate method and techniques, 

quality of the discussion (analysis and interpretation), appropriateness of 

conclusions and recommendations. 

• Originality: new contribution by way of modifying or extending earlier methods, 

by developing new examples, or by application to a new area. 

  

Normally, the thesis will be assessed by two reviewers, one being the supervisor and the 

other being another academic staff. Both reviewers will provide a mark based on the 

above criteria. Each mark contributes 40% toward the final mark. The reviewer’s name is 

kept confidential from the student until the examination process is complete and the 

reviewer has indicated their approval to be identified. 

 

DATA5925 

Group members may receive different marks based on their overall contribution to the 

project.  A group member who contributes significantly less than is expected may receive 

a lower mark than the other group members. When submitting the thesis, all group 

members will jointly create a contribution statement outlining their respective 





11    Plagiarism (DATA5011/5012 and DATA5925) 

Plagiarism is the presentation of the thoughts or work of another as one’s own. Examples 

include: 

• 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/skills


https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/writing
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