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1. Information about the Course

FACULTY Science

SCHOOL OR DEPARTMEN Psychology

COURSE CODE PSYC1011

COURSE NAME Psychology 1B

SEMESTER Semester 2 YEAR 2013
UNITS OF CREDIT 6 LEVEL OF COURSE 1
ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE,

PREREQUISITES OR CO | None

REQUISITES

SUMMARY OF THE COBR  Thjs course introduces the content and methods of psychology as a basic
science, with emphasis on the biological bases of behaviour. Specific topics
covered in this course include: perception, learning, memory, animal learning
psychobiology
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3. Course Timetable

Class
Number

Lecture 3885

Component

Day

‘ Time

‘ Location
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Psychology 1B: Course timetabl@013

Week Dates Lectures Lecturer Textbook* Statistics** Tutorials™** Assessment
Introduction Dr. Thomas Whitford
! 29 July2 August Psychobiology Dr.
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| 4. Aims of the Course
This course introducebe content and methods of psychology as a basic science, with emphasis on the
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Memory and cognition

Mid-semester and final
examination (MCQ)

7 lectures (+ relevant textbook readings) +
tutorial

AnimalLearning

Perception

Mid-semester and final
examination (MCQ)

Finalexamination

(MCQ)
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8.1. Lecture Component
Lecture times and locations

Lectures are
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Within this component you will be familiarised with the following topics (through lectures and online

modules):

1. Role of statistics and data analysis in research, inclugimgulations and samples; quantitative and
qualitative variables; and scales of measurement, nominal, ordinal, interval and ratio.

2. Summarising and graphing data, includiegntinuous variables (frequency distributions, histograms and
line graphs); and categorical variables (proportion, percentage, and bar chart).

3. Describing distributions, incluatj: measures of central tendency (mode, median and mean); measures of
variability (range, variance and standard deviation); and comparing means.

4. Comparing individuals, includingercentiles; standard scores; normal curves and probabilities of scores in
agiven range.

5.
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| 9. CourseAssessment
9.1. Course Requirements

The basic requirements of this course are as follows:

Attendance at three ondiour lectures per week.
Attendance at ane-hour statistics lecture per week.
Attendance at and comibution to a onehour tutorial per week.

Participation in tutoriagroup exercise, including group work that is conducted in and out of tutorial
class time.

Completion of a research report.

Campletion of 6 (or more) pointsf research participation.

Participation in the misemester examination.

Participation in a final examination at the end of semester

In addition, you may complete an OPTIONAL statistics exercise.

9.2. Description of Assessments

Course assessments are designed to emphasise the different course objectives. Successful completion of these
assessments is therefore indicative of a grasp of relevant key objectives. Your final mark is determined by your
performance on all aspects of the course over the whole semester. It is therefore possible to compensate for a
poor performance in one section by achieving a much better standard in the other sections.

Unless specifically identified as being voluntary, all of the assessment tasks outlinechalsibe completed.
Failure to complet@ne or moreassessment tasiwill be recorded as ‘unsatisfactory class woiliswill
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collaboration in small groups to undertake researelated activities. Information will be distributed in
tutorials in Week 7, and group presentations will be conducted in week 12.

Mid-Semester Exam (24} This will allow you to test your understanding of the content covered in theffirst
weeks of the course. The exasill be held in tutoriad in week 7 and all questions will be multiple chofk.
topic areas covered in the first six weeks are potentially examinable. Questions on the mid semester exam will
be based on material covered in lectures, tutorials and the textbook readitigase see the course timetable
for the relevant textbook chapters.

Research participationd%+ 4.5% optional bonus creditSee Section 16f this course outline

Final examination (50%)rhis exam is held during the University exaation period (Friday 8 to Tuesday 26
November2013 andis designed to promote an understanding of diverse theoretical and empirical

approaches, across a broad range of psychological issues. Questions on the final examination will be based on
material covered in lectures, tutorsmand the textbook readings

50% of the total marks for Psychology 1B are determined before theoésdmester examination. The
assessment is, therefore, essentially of the continuous, rather than-5bioé exam” type. The assessment also
takes a number of forms, from a report component written in one’s own time, to a formal examination. Thus,

no student should be too heavily penalised by a “bad” day or a weakness in one particular form of assessment.

9.3. Submission and Collection of Assessments
Submission

Unless directed otherwise, all written work (including assignments, reports and thenlilet)beBOTH21)
uploaded to the appropriate Turnitin link on the Moodle Course site, ANBQ(2)emailed to your tutor
Your assignment will not be considered ailly submitted until it has been both uploaded to Moodle and
emailed to your tutor

(1) Online Submission via TurnitiryYou should upload your assignment via the appropriate Turnitin link on the
Moodle website. The exact titiend location of the Turnitin linfor a given assignmentill be provided when

the assignment is distributedfter submitting your assignment via the Turnitin link, make sure you save a
copy'screenshotof the electronic receipt you may be asked to produdtat a later date The official date and
time of submission will be taken as the date and time at which the assignment was uploaded to Turnitin.

(2) Bmailing the
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Collection of Marked Assessments

The marks and comments for yowsearch report will be\ailable for viewing after week 13. Once marks are
posted you will be advised via an announcement in Moodle

Feedback about your group presentation will be provided in week 13 tutorials.

It is strongly suggested that you read over the comments on your marked assigns@tiat you can learn
and benefit from the comments provided. Those of yeho intend on taking psychology coussia later
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be submitted through MyUNSW. Attaching documemtassignments, handing medical certificates to tutor:
or leaving them with the school office will not be accepted.

In general to be considered for special consideration, you need to demonstrate that your attendance or
performance has been affected by circumstances which are unexpected and beyond your control. Students are
expected to give priority to their University study and any absence must be clearly beyond your control.
Remember, worktravelor other course commitments do not constitute appropriate reasons for a request for
special consideratiorYou will need to provide medical certificates or other documents which clearly indicate
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ensuring that your Sona point balance shows all research that you have participated in. If any discrepal
arises, you must email Sona@psy.unsw.edu.au no later than Tuégmxwﬁmber 2013.

Deception

Usually the initial description of the study will be accurate. However, on occasion the researcher may find it
necessary to mislead you as to the true purpose of the study. Such deception can occur in one of two ways.
The researcher may simply omit important information, or the researcher may actually misrepresent the true
nature of the study. These types of deception will only occur when there is no other way to obtain meaningful
data. At the end of a study involving deception, the researcher is obliged to describe the deception and to
explain why it was necessary.

Confidentiality

Only the researcher and the researcher’s supervisor have access to information that specifically identifies you
with the data you provided. Although data collected from you may be reported on an individual or group basis
in a publication, you can assume anonymity and confidentiality.

Complaints

If you have any complaints, there is a Research Participation Complaint Form that you can obtain from the
Psychology Office (Mathews Level 10). Your comments will efded to the course coordinator and will
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| 13. Plagiarism & Academic Integrity
What is plagiarism?

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s thoughts or work as your own. It can take many forms, from not
having appropriate academic referencing to deliberate cheating.

UNSW
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investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. The penalties under the procedures can includg
reduction in marks, failing a course or for the most serious matters (like plmgiar a honours thesis) even
suspension from the university. The Student Misconduct Procedures are available here
www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf

Examples of plagiarism

Using the internet appropriately

A first year student handed in an assignment where she had copied from a website. Her lecturer realised she
didn’'t understand you have to reference websites in the same way you reference books and journal articles.

The leturer explained how to reference and sent her to a workshop at the Learning Centre to help her
improve her skills.

Working together on a math assignment

A group of Mathematics students worked together on an assignment when they had been told this was hot

allowed. All questions where the students had worked together were given zero, and this lead to some g
failing the assessment.

No referencing in an assessment

A third year student submitted a major assessment that included material from a journal article published in

Canada. When his essay was submitted into Turnitin, it let the academic know that the student didn’t
reference the material. The student was given zero for the essay, and because it was worth 50 per cent
failed the course.

Copying @&sign work

A final year design student used images of someone else’s designs in her work and he said the designs
own. The matter was formally investigated by his Faculty and he was found to have committed academ
misconduct and failed the course.

Further information and assistance

If you would like further information or assistance with avoiding plagiarism, you can contact the Learning

Centre. The Learning Centre at The University of New South Wales has two locations:
UNSW Learning Centre

Lower Gound Floor, North Wing, Chancellery Building
(C22 Kensington Campusear Student Central)
www.lc.unsw.edu.au

Phone:9385 2060
Email:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au

Opening Hours:

Monday to Thursday: 9anbpm and
Friday: 9am 2.30pm

COFA Campus Learning Centre

Email:cofalearningcentre @unsw.edu.au
Phone:9385 0739
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| 14. Administrative Matters
14.1. School of Psycholog8tudent Guide

TheSchool of Psychology Student Guide, available at
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/students/current/files/Student Guide.paontainsSchool policies and
procedures relevant for all students enrolled in undergraduate or Masters psychology causkss:

e Attendance requirements;

e Assignment submissions and returns;

e Assessments;

e Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
e Student Code of Conduct;

e Student complaints and grievances;

e Student Equity and Disability Unit; and

e Occupational Health & Safety.

Students shoulddmiliarisethemselveswith the information contained in thiGuide. x
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