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1. Information about the Course 
FACULTY Science 

SCHOOL OR DEPARTMENT Psychology 

COURSE CODE PSYC3341 

COURSE NAME Developmental Psychology 

SEMESTER Semester 2 YEAR 2013 

UNITS OF CREDIT 6 LEVEL OF COURSE 3 

ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE, 
PREREQUISITES OR CO-
REQUISITES 

PSYC2001, PSYC2061  

SUMMARY OF THE COURSE This course deals with the scientific study of developmental change in human 
behaviour and thought.  The main emphasis will be on development over the 
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3.10. Demonstrate creative and pragmatic problem solving.   

4. Developed an 
advanced appreciation 
of values in 
Psychology, including 
the ability to:   

4.1. Use information in an ethical manner. 
4.2. Explain how prejudicial attitudes and discriminatory behaviours might 

exist in oneself and in others. 



2. Research methods in 
psychology 

3 Development of research proposal, and conduct of a supervised 
experiment with child participants employing a sound research 
design, data analysis and interpretation, and the appropriate use of 
technologies  

3. Critical thinking skills 

3 
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9.1 Course Schedule: Lectures 
Week Lecture Dates Lecture Topic & Lecturer Suggested Readings 

1.1 
July 30 Course Introduction HAYES 

Ecological approach to visual development 
SPEHAR 

Siegler & Alibali (S&A)  
Chapter 5 

1.2 
August 1 Development of basic perceptual abilities 

SPEHAR 
Siegler & Alibali (S&A)  

Chapter 5 

2.1 
August 6 Development of perceptual organisation 

SPEHAR 
Siegler & Alibali (S&A)  

Chapter 5 

2.2 
August 8 

Development of Face perception SPEHAR 
Siegler & Alibali (S&A)  

Chapter 5 

3.1 
August 13 

Understanding causality HAYES 
Siegler & Alibali (S&A)  

Chapter 10, pp. 360-363  

3.2 
August 15 

Children’s Theory of Mind 1 HAYES 
S & A  

Chapter 9, pp. 305-330  

4.1 August 20 Prenatal & Brain Development KIMONIS TBA 

4.2 August 22 Stress Effects on the Brain KIMONIS TBA 

5.1 
August 27 

Children’s Theory of Mind 2 HAYES 
S & A  

Chapter 9, pp. 305-330  

5.2 
August 30 Understanding living things (Naïve biology) 

HAYES 
No set reading 

6.1 September 3 Memory Development HAYES S&A, Chapter 7  
6.2 September 5 Childhood Amnesia HAYES Simcock & Hayne (2003)  
7.1 September 10 Children’s eyewitness memory 1 HAYES S&A Chapter 7, pp. 227-232  



 Video on Eyewitness memories 

8 
 Group work on research proposals 

 Preparation for proposal presentations 

9 NO LABS 

MID SEMESTER BREAK 

10 Presentation of Research proposals 1 2 hour laboratory 

11 Presentation of Research proposals 2 2 hour laboratory 

12 RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE Tuesday October 22, 4.30pm 
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10. Assessment 

Assessment Task Weight 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Assessed 

Graduate 
Attributes 
Assessed 

Date of Feedback 
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11. Expected Resources for Students 
TEXTBOOKS Siegler, R. S., & Alibali, M. W. (2005). Children’s Thinking, 4th edition.  

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson 
COURSE MANUAL Available via course website 

REQUIRED READINGS To be advised – Please check the course website for regular updates 

RECOMMENDED INTERNET 
SITES 

https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/content.php?pid=7030&sid=49947 
http://www.srcd.org/ 

 

 

12. Course Evaluation & Development 
Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is gathered using 
various means including UNSW’s Course and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) process. 

 

13. Plagiarism & Academic Integrity 
What is plagiarism? 

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s thoughts or work as your own. It can take many forms, from not 

https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/content.php?pid=7030&sid=49947
http://www.srcd.org/
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://elise.library.unsw.edu.au/


http://telt.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
http://www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
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mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au


14. Administrative Matters 

The School of Psychology Student Guide, available on 
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/students/current/files/Student_Guide.pdf, contains School policies and 
procedures relevant for all students enrolled in undergraduate or Masters psychology courses, such as: 

 Attendance requirements; 

 Assignment submissions and returns; 

 Assessments; 

 Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure; 

 Student Code of Conduct; 

 Student complaints and grievances; 

 Student Equity and Disability Unit; and 

 Occupational Health & Safety. 

Students should familiarise themselves with the information contained in this Guide

http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/students/current/files/Student_Guide.pdf

