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 Course Details & Outcomes 
Course Description
This course introduces psychology as a biological science. The emphasis is on understanding 
the links between the neurobiology of the brain, sensory organs and nervous system and human 
behaviour. The lecturers on this course will provide students with diverse perspectives on 
psychology from various experimental traditions and levels of analysis – behavioural, cognitive 
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and neurophysiological. Topics covered in lectures and tutorials on this course include memory 
and cognition, animal learning, psychobiology, perception, and abnormal psychology. Through 
interactive tutorials, group presentations, research participation and a written essay, the aim of 
the course is to develop fundamental skills in finding, evaluating, generating, and integrating 
psychological research evidence.

There is no assumed knowledge, and the course is suitable for any UNSW undergraduates with 
an interest in 



 
CLO3 : Evaluate psychological research in terms of the scientific 
method and research ethics.
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CLO4 : Work in groups and individually to effectively communicate 
concepts and ideas related to psychology.
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policy that students who attend less than 80% of their possible classes may be refused final 
assessment or may not be issued with a final grade for the 



Self-guided study

Online activities, including interactive modules and revision quizzes are available and should be 
completed on a regular basis, to allow you to evaluate your understanding of course material and 
consolidate learning.

The recommended course textbook supplements the lecture, tutorial and online material. 
Independent study using the textbook will enrich student’s understanding of the topics covered 
on the course and provide a more rounded understanding of links between different areas of 
psychology.

School Policies

The School of Psychology Student Guide contains School policies and procedures relevant for all 
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identify a gap in the research literature in that area of Psychology, and present an original idea for 
an experiment that can fill this gap. Each group presentation will be about 12 minutes long, and 
will be submitted as a link to an online video recording. The presentation assessment 
contributes 26% of your final grade, and your mark will consist of a group mark (90% of your 
mark) and an individual mark based on your contribution to the group (10%).

General presentation instructions as well as a marking rubric will be available on Moodle in Week 
3.

Your tutor will give you details of your presentation group in Week 4. The presentation will 
typically be due to 

as 
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Tutorial Perception tutorial 2

 

Week 9 : 6 November - 10 November Lecture Perception lecture 5

 

Lecture Abnormal Psychology lecture 1

 

Lecture Abnormal Psychology lecture 2

 

Tutorial Abnormal Psychology tutorial

 

Presentation Group presentations due

 

Week 10 : 13 November - 17 November Lecture Abnormal Psychology lecture 3

 

Lecture Abnormal Psychology lecture 4

 

Tutorial Abnormal Psychology lecture 5

 

Tutorial Evaluating Psychological Research

 

Assessment SONA research participation due
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 Course Resources 
Prescribed Resources
Not applicable

Recommended Resources
There are no prescribed texts, however students can support their learning of topics in this corse 
using the following recommended textbook: 

Bernstein et al. (2020). Psychology: Australia and New Zealand (3rd ed.) Cengage Australia: 
Melbourne, VI

Additional Costs
Not applicable

Course Evaluation and Development
We use student feedback from myExperience surveys to develop and make improvements to the 
course each year. We will identify areas of the course that require development from both the 
rating responses and written comments, so please spare a few minutes to complete our 
myExperience survey posted at the top of the Moodle page at the end of term.

 Staff 
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Use and care for University resources in a responsible and appropriate manner.
Maintain the University’s reputation and good standing.

For more information, visit the UNSW Student Code of Conduct Website.

Academic Honesty and Plagarism 

Referencing is a way of acknowledging the sources of information that you use to research your 
assignments. You need to provide a reference whenever you draw on someone else's words, 
ideas or research. Not referencing other people's work can constitute plagiarism.
 Further information about referencing styles can be located at https://student.unsw.edu.au/
referencing

Academic integrity is fundamental to success at university. Academic integrity can be defined as 
a commitment to six fundamental values in academic pursuits: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 
responsibility and courage. At UNSW, this means that your work must be your own, and others’ 
ideas should be appropriately acknowledged. 
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