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Program Structure



The School of Psychology at UNSW Sydney 

The School of Psychology is located in the Faculty of Science, UNSW Sydney. As one of the largest psychology 
departments in Australia, the School has excellent research and professional training facilities. It has extensive 
computing facilities, a psychological test library, a psychology clinic, a technical workshop and laboratories in all 
areas of experimental psychology. The School also has strong links with professional practitioners in the areas of 
clinical, neuropsychological and forensic psychology. 

 

The School is well known for its research tradition. Many of the staff have international reputations in their 
respective fields and a number are Fellows of the Australian Academy of Social Sciences. Our staff attract several 
million dollars in external research funds per year. Staff publications receive more citations than any other 
psychology department in Australia and the School has one of the highest rates of PhD graduations in Psychology 
of any Australian university. 

 

The Master of Psychology (Clinical) Program 

The Master of Psychology (Clinical) program began in 1971. The School’s theoretical orientation has primarily been 
one of experimental empiricism, and the clinical program adheres to the scientist-practitioner model for clinical 
training. The program has an emphasis on cognitive-behavioural approaches as the foundation for understanding 
and management of clinical problems. The program focuses on adult, adolescent and child clinical psychology, 
neuropsychological assessment and rehabilitation. 

 

The program is accredited by the Australian Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC) as the fifth and sixth years 
of study leading to registration as a psychologist with the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 
(AHPRA). Graduates of the program are eligible to undertake the registrar program in the area of Clinical 
Psychology and upon completion of the registrar program can apply to AHPRA for endorsement as a Clinical 
Psychologist. 

 

Aims of the Program 

The Master of Psychology (Clinical) program provides post-graduate training for candidates who intend to work as 
clinical psychologists in hospitals, community health, and other settings where they might be engaged in health 
promotion and the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of people with a range of psychological difficulties 
including some neuropsychological conditions. 

 

The primary aim of the program is to enable candidates to develop a broad range of psychological expertise, based 
on academic knowledge, research abilities, and clinical skills. Emphasis is placed on the ability to adapt these core 
skills to a wide range of settings and different client groups. 

 

Throughout the program, candidates will be assisted to develop skills in the processes of clinical assessment, 
formulation, intervention, evaluation and reporting. Field placements and internal placements in the UNSW 
Psychology Clinic enable candidates to gain experience in working with children, adolescents, and adults, with both 
acute and chronic difficulties. All candidates should graduate with some experience, either on placement or within 
the Clinic activities, in both individual and non-individual treatment (i.e., with groups, couples, or families). 

 

The program aims to encourage the development of a scholarly and critical approach to the scientific foundations 
of Clinical Psychology. Candidates are encouraged to make explicit links between practical experience and the 
scientific and theoretical background to their work. Equally critical is the development of an ethical approach to 
clinical work, so that, for example, the candidate can recognise the limits to their own competence and the range 
of applicability of the models and methods they are using. 

 

http://www.psychologycouncil.org.au/
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/endorsement.aspx
/science/psychology-clinic
/science/psychology-clinic


Training in research and evaluation methods also plays a central role in the program. The research thesis 
component in the program focuses on the development of the candidate’s area(s) of specialisation and interest.  
Its inclusion enables candidates to carry out intensive study of one particular clinical area.0 g
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https://student.unsw.edu.au/calendar


http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/current/PSYCKENS.html#PGRD
https://student.unsw.edu.au/timetable
https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/


/science/our-schools/psychology/student-life-resources/postgraduate


Candidate 

/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/science/psychology/2024-guides/2024-01-master-of-psychology-clinical-inherent-requirements.pdf
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Standards-and-Guidelines/Professional-practice-standards/Code-of-conduct.aspx
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://www.acic.gov.au/our-services/national-police-checking-service
https://www.heti.nsw.gov.au/Placements-Scholarships-Grants/clinical-placements/student-compliance
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/registration/provisional/higher-degree.aspx
https://www.psychologycouncil.nsw.gov.au/what-are-my-mandatory-reporting-obligations
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx


PSYC7204 Adult 

http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7204.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7210.html


http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7220.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7222.html
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Candidates usually commence their first external placement in Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 4. The 
evaluation of the candidate’s performance in each setting, completed by the supervising Clinical Psychologist, will 
contribute to the candidate’s final grade in the Professional Practice component of the program. 

 

A range of external field placement options is available, such as adult mental health, psychiatry, consult-liaison, 
medical psychology, developmental disability, neuropsychology, child and family, psychogeriatric, schools and 
general community health settings. It may be possible to negotiate alternative placements for candidates with 
special career interests although the availability of these placements will depend on the availability and capacity 
of field placement supervisors to take on candidates. In many cases, candidates will be required to undergo a 
selection interview with placement sites to secure a placement. 

 

All candidates on placement, must be enrolled in one of the six PEP courses (PSYC7223, PSYC7224, PSYC7233, 
PSYC7234, PSYC7235 or PSYC7236) and PSYC7777 for the entire duration of their placement. If the professional 
placement associated with a PEP course is not satisfactorily completed, the candidate may be awarded an 
‘Unsatisfactory Fail’ (UF) for the PEP course (refer to Program rules, below). 

 

III. Research Thesis (18 units of credit) 

All candidates are required to complete a clinically relevant research thesis involving the collection of data on a 
topic of their choice. The thesis is to be presented as an article suitable for submission to an appropriate journal 
and of approximately 7,500 words. 

 

The research thesis component aims to help the candidate develop research skills that would be relevant to their 
subsequent clinical work. The thesis, therefore, involves an investigation into some aspect of clinical psychology. 
The research project may be conducted either at the University or in a suitable clinical setting (usually in 
collaboration with a qualified Clinical Psychologist or other health care workers in that setting). No particular type 
of project is stipulated, (i.e., it could involve a controlled treatment outcome study, the development of a clinically 
relevant measure, or the evaluation of an existing treatment program) but the candidate must make a major 
contribution to the design, implementation, and evaluation of the research project. The thesis is written as a journal 
article suitable for submission to a specific peer-reviewed journal. 

 

Candidates are assigned to a research supervisor in the first year of the program and some preliminary work can 
begin. Full-time stand-alone Master candidates complete their research thesis via three separate one-term courses 
in the second year of the program (with timing of the thesis courses varying for part-time candidates):  

 

 PSYC7230 Research Thesis (Clinical) 1 

 PSYC7231 Research Thesis (Clinical) 2 

 PSYC7232 Research Thesis (Clinical) 3 

 

The thesis is due in week 5 of Term 3 (around mid-October



Program Grades 

All assessments items within the Master of Psychology (Clinical) program utilise a competency-based grading 
approach which is non-numerical in nature. Assessment outcomes are formally graded as either Satisfactory 
(meeting expected competency standards) or Unsatisfactory (not meeting competency standards). In some 
instances, candidates are given one opportunity to revise and resubmit their assessment after meeting with the 
assessor. 

 

Program Rules and Award of degree 

For prerequisite information on each individual course, please refer to individual Course Outlines. 

 

1. Candidates must satisfactorily complete PSYC7230 Research Thesis (Clinical) 1 before they can enrol in 
PSYC7231 Research Thesis (Clinical) 2. Candidates must complete PSYC7232 Research Thesis (Clinical) 2 
before they can enrol in PSYC7232 Research Thesis (Clinical) 3. 

 



Program Attendance and

/student/managing-your-studies/essentials/changing-your-enrolment/discontinuation-leave
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/fees/csp
https://student.unsw.edu.au/fees


Program Staff 

Program Director 

Associate Professor Chien Hoong Gooi, BCom UNSW, BSc (Hons) UNSW, MSc Syd, DClinPsych Syd 

 

Program Administrator 

Samuel Chu, BAviation(Management) UNSW 

 

Combined Program Coordinator 

Professor Michelle Moulds, BA(Hons), MPsych(Clin) Syd, PhD UNSW 

 

Academic Staff 

Scientia Prof Richard Bryant, BA(Hons) Syd, MClinPsych, PhD Macq 

Professor Skye McDonald, BSc Monash, MSc Melb, PhD Macq  

Professor Angela Nickerson, BA(Hons) UQ, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Professor Jessica Grisham, BA UPenn, MA, PhD Boston University 

Professor Eva Kimonis, MS PhD, University of New Orleans 

Professor Peter Lovibond, BSc, MSc(Psych), PhD UNSW   

Professor Lenny Vartanian, PhD, Toronto 

Professor Bronwyn Graham, BAdvSci, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Dr Caitlin Cowan, BCom, BSc(Hons), MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Professor Jill Newby, BA(Hons) UNSW, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

 

UNSW Psychology Clinic Director & Placement Coordinator



Contact Information 

Please direct enquiries to the relevant staff below. 

 

Associate Professor Chien Hoong Gooi 

MPsych(Clin) Program Director  

T: +61 (2) 9065 7754 

E: c.gooi@unsw.edu.au   

 

Professor Michelle Moulds 

Combined MPsych(Clin)/Phd Program Coordinator 

E: m.moulds@unsw.edu.au   

 

Samuel Chu 

Program Administrator 

T: +61 (2) 9065 5753 

https://portal.insight.unsw.edu.au/contact-us/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information contained in this guide is correct as of 21 January 2025. Prospective candidates should contact UNSW to 
confirm admission requirements and availability of programs. UNSW reserves the right to change any programs, admission 

requirement or other information herein without any prior notice. CRICOS Provider No. 000098G. 
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