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8.30am–9.30am REGISTRATION
9.30am–9.40am
Leighton Hall 
(ground floor)

OFFICIAL OPENING
Welcome to Country 
Lola Callaghan, La Perouse Aboriginal Community

Welcome to the Australian Social Policy Conference
Scientia Professor Carla Treloar, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney

9.40am–10.55am
Leighton Hall 
(ground floor)

OPENING PLENARY
What – if anything - can we learn from the Finnish basic income experiment?
Speaker: Professor Olli Kangas, Academy of Finland and University of Turku 
Chair: Professor Peter Saunders, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney
Olli Kangas will describe the political process behind the making of the Finnish basic income (BI) 
experiment, and some preliminary results. The Finnish BI experiment ran for two years (2017–2018). It was 
based on a nation-wide random sampling of people (175,000) who were receiving basic unemployment 
beneýts (BUB) from the Finnish Social Insurance Institution (Kela). In the experiment, there were two 
groups: a “treatment group” (TG) of 2,000 unemployed people, who were given the BI, and a “control group” 
(CG), consisting of the rest of the unemployed people. Participation in the TG was mandatory. The level of 
the BI was €560 per month. BI was unconditional and exempted from taxation, and it was not reduced by 
income from employment. The results from register studies do not display any major employment e ects 
for the better or the worse. The BI neither made people more enterprising, nor made them lazier. Results 
from the survey display signiýcant di erences between the two groups in regards to wellbeing. People from 
the TG reported signiýcantly higher values for life-satisfaction and signiýcantly less economic and mental 



2 #ASPC19

Monday  9 September
11.30am–12.30pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)

Tyree Room 
(first floor)

POVERTY (CONT.)
Chair:  Cris Townley
Childhood poverty dynamics in Australia, 2001–2017
Matthew Curry, University of Melbourne
In a given year, about one in seven Australian children are poor. Social scientists have consistently found 
that experiencing poverty during childhood is associated with a range of negative outcomes throughout 
the life course, including lower educational attainment, lower earnings in adulthood, and worse physical 
and mental health. Using 17 years of longitudinal data from the Household, Income and Labour Dynamics 
in Australia (HILDA) Survey and a dynamic random e ects probit model, this paper: (1) tests whether 
several individual, parental, and contextual factors predict poverty for children in a given year, (2) estimates 
childhood poverty entry and exit rates, and (3) assesses the state dependence of childhood poverty. 
Parental education, experiencing a parent moving out, and a parent experiencing unemployment are 
among the most important correlates of childhood poverty. Furthermore, I ýnd signiýcant evidence that 
childhood poverty is state dependent. That is, even after controlling for many observable characteristics 
and unobserved heterogeneity, being poor in a given year increases the likelihood of experiencing poverty 
in the following year by roughly 12% on average. Thus, while persistent poverty is certainly not the norm 
among Australian children, the relative ‘stickiness’ of poverty over time provides challenges for families who 
fall into poverty and for policymakers concerned about the overall level of child poverty and its e ects on a 
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Monday  9 September
11.30am–12.30pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 2 
(ground floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY WORKSHOP OPENING SESSION
Chair: Zhiming Cheng
Opening of the Chinese Social Policy Workshop
Bingqin Li, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney 

Opening address: Shifts in state mission and the historical production of proletarian oblivion
Dorothy Solinger, University of California
In this talk I position the genesis of the abjection of China’s urban-registered, once-workers within the 
history of the country’s transition away from its socialist past. Impoverishment of the former working 
class thereby becomes a shorthand emblem of the transformation the country has experienced to date. I 
accomplish this by pointing to three junctures at which the eventual fate of the members of the old, socialist 
urban labor force was gradually sealed, their customary, superior standing unraveled. These times were 
1978, 1997 and 2002, each the moment of a critical convocation of the Chinese Communist Party; in 
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Monday  9 September
11.30am–12.30pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G8
(ground floor)

INDIGENOUS RESEARCH
Chair: Katinka van de Ven
Primary Health Networks and the undermining of self-determination in First Nations health
David Coombs, UNSW Sydney
This paper examines how the Commonwealth Government’s Primary Health Networks (PHNs) have 
impacted Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services (ACCHSs). The relevant literature on Aboriginal 
Community organisations and the determinants of Indigenous health inequity situates ACCHSs as 
indispensable vehicles for the improvement of First Nations health. This literature locates ACCHSs’ ability 
to enact Indigenous self-determination as a fundamental di erence between these Aboriginal organisations 
and comparable non-Aboriginal health-service providers. Aboriginal Community Control, understood as 
local-level self-determination, has been identiýed as a core element underlying ACCHSsô e ectiveness.
This paper argues that targu1CID 346 >ons health
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1.30pm–3.10pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Tyree Room 
(first floor)

SPECIAL SESSION: BASIC INCOME, POLICY EXPERIMENTS AND THE COMPETITION STATE
Chair: Alison Ritter
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Monday  9 September
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Monday  9 September
1.30pm–3.10pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G1
(ground floor)

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS
Chair: Richard Mellor
The prevalence of homelessness amongst Australian veterans: Reporting findings and method from 
a national study
Fiona Hilferty & Ilan Katz, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney
This presentation will report on the ýndings of a project conducted for the Australian Housing and Urban 
Research Institute (AHURI) and the Department of Veteransô A airs (DVA) on homelessness amongst 
Australian veterans. Previous research has provided vastly di erent estimates of veteran homelessness 
and this was the ýrst project to use primary data to provide an accurate estimate of the prevalence of 
homelessness amongst contemporary veterans. The challenges of assessing veteran homelessness are 
considerable because there is no population database of veterans. This project therefore drew on data from 
the Transition and Wellbeing Research Programme study which examined the wellbeing of veterans who 
had transitioned from the military between 2010 and 2015. The ýndings were then extrapolated to the total 
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Monday  9 September
1.30pm–3.10pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, Room 
G8
(ground floor)

INDIGENOUS POLICY (CONT.)
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Monday  9 September
3.40pm–5.00pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Tyree Room 
(first floor)

SPECIAL SESSION: CHILD CARE PACKAGE (CONT.)
Chair: Elizabeth Adamson
Insights about experiences of the Child Care Package for families and services 
Cara Rogers, Australian Institute of Family Studies
The evaluation approach involves collecting information from a range of sources, to allow reporting on four 
outcome measures and three impact measures. The four outcome measures are: (1) Child care services 
are accessible and þexible relative to familiesô needs, including disadvantaged and vulnerable families; 
(2) Access to child care support is simple for families and services; (3) Child care is a ordable to families 
especially those with limited means, and; (4) Child care services are viable and the sector is robust.
This paper will focus on learnings to date against these outcome measures, drawing on qualitative data 
collections as well as surveys conducted by the consortium, including family-reported information and 
information reported by services and by other stakeholdÏ
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Monday  9 September
3.40pm–5.00pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 1 
(ground floor)

DISABILITY, POLICY AND GOVERNANCE (CONT.)
Chair: Jackie Leach Scully
Co-designing mutual recognition in paid disability support relationships
Sally Robinson, Disability and Community Inclusion, Flinders University, Karen Fisher, Social Policy 
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3.40pm–5.00pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 2 
(ground floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY: POLICY AND AGEING (CONT.)
Chair: Bingqin Li
Beyond family: the new social risk, gender and public funding of the old aged service in China
Yi Ding, Central University of Finance and Economics
This paper examines the rationale behind current old-aged service policies in China from the perspective of 
new social risks, work-family balance and social policies. These include long-term care insurance with the 
National Health Commission (NHC), social care program with the Ministry of Civil A airs (MCA), nursing 
allowances and care services with the Disabled Persons' Federation (CDPF), etc. Due to the lack of 
concerns about new social risk, gender equality and the understanding of welfare state during the policy-
making process, the social old-aged service policy planning, in fact, neither sincerely to ensure the quality 
of life of the disabled elderly, nor to respond to women's work-family conþict. This policy pattern is related to 
the characteristics of developmental social policy, (1) sticking to the residualised welfare policy standpatter 
and not responding to the general social risks; (2) with de-famililization of the Dan-wei based welfare 
support in the early stage, female workers were allowed to become urban workers. But in the transitional 
period, the reform of state-owned enterprises eliminated Dan-wei based welfare provision, which in fact 
eventually promoted re-familialism while the responsibility of caring the elderly and children should be 
fulýlled within family members. (3) The absence of public ýnance would weaken the sustainability of old-age 
care system.

Does expected replacement rate at retirement affect the consumption of the unretired? Evidence 
from China 
Youji Lyu, Peking University 
We carefully utilize empirical methods to test the impact of the pension system on unretired people’s 
consumption decisions based on data of the China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS). 
Taking advantage of the expansion of public pension system in China between 2009 and 2012 as a quasi-
natural experiment, we ýnd that participating in public pension schemes does a ect unretired peopleôs 
consumption, and this e ect varies among di erent public pension schemes and consumption categories. 
Furthermore, concentrating on participants in the pension system, we ýnd that higher expected protection 
level of the pension system has a positive e ect on their consumption. Moreover, our results also indicate 
that the e ect of expected protection level of the pension system on unretired peopleôs consumption 
changes as people get older, and this change also di ers among di erent consumption categories.

Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G1
(ground floor)

SPECIAL SESSION: BEYOND THE THREE E’S: COUNTRY, COMMUNITY, FAMILY AND 
INDIVIDUAL FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH REFUGEE INTEGRATION
Chair: Sylvester Okeke
Developmental and acculturation predictors of changes in self-efficacy among new arrived refugee 
youth: a national study in Australia
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3.40pm–5.00pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G1
(ground floor)
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3.40pm–5.00pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gonski Room
(ground floor)

YOUNG PARENTS, LONE PARENTS AND SOCIAL POLICY (CONT.)
Chair: Vivienne Moxham-Hall
Mutual obligation as a roadblock to trauma-informed care: the case of ParentsNext
Katherine Curchin, Australian National University
Rolled out across Australia in 2018 following a trial of two years, ParentsNext is a pre-employment program 
for disadvantaged parents with children as young as six months. Many of the participants in the program 
are women experiencing family violence. Drawing on publicly available material including submissions to 
the Parliamentary Inquiry into ParentsNext, this paper examines ParentsNext through the lens of trauma-
informed care. The trauma-informed care movement seeks to inform the design of human services so that 
they are less likely to retraumatise clients with unresolved trauma and more likely to help these clients heal 
and recover. The philosophy of trauma-informed care emphasises the principles of safety, trustworthiness, 
choice, collaboration, empowerment and cultural safety. This paper is one of the ýrst internationally to 

ipoiclT, not jstwat thMd0smll
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Tuesday 10 September
8.30am–9.00am REGISTRATION
9.00am–9.10am
Leighton Hall 
(ground floor)

OPENING ADDRESS
Welcome to the Australian Social Policy Conference
Professor Ian Jacobs, President and Vice-Chancellor, UNSW Sydney

9.40am–10.25am
Leighton Hall 
(ground floor)

PLENARY

���
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Tuesday 10 September



25 #ASPC19

10.55am–12.35pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 1
(ground floor)

EXPERIENCES AND WELLBEING OF UNPAID CARERS (CONT.)
Chair: Christy Newman
Economic and social policy implications associated with caring for people with chronic conditions 
Sarah Judd-Lam, Carers NSW, Melanie Zeppel, Macquarie University 
Due to the challenges of balancing unpaid, informal care and workforce participation, it is well established 
that carers are more likely to reduce their hours or exit the workforce altogether. While present research 
has highlighted the impact of lost wages and superannuation on carers, it has tended to generalise about 
carers rather than considering variation across di erent types of carers. Given the rise of chronic conditions 
due to advancements in medical care and population ageing, carers of people with chronic conditions are 
an increasing population. Applying the Australian microsimulation model Care&WorkMOD, this presentation 
will compare data on the lost income of informal carers of people with chronic conditions such as back pain, 
arthritis, cardiovascular disease and the associated lost revenue to the government in terms of income tax 
and expenditure on welfare payments. This presentation will also highlight issues created by reform to the 
disability and aged care sectors impacting the workforce participation of carers of people chronic conditions. 
Finally, this presentation will address ways in which working carers of people with chronic conditions can be 
supported to prevent exits from the workforce and to reduce the economic costs associated with such exits.

Mental health carers' wellbeing and social and economic participation  
Grace Cherrington & Zoi Triandafilidis, Carers NSW 
Carers often play a signiýcant role in the support and recovery of people living with mental illness. Previous 
research has shown that this support can come at a cost to the carer, with many mental health carers 
reporting poor health and wellbeing outcomes. Caring for a family member or friend can also impact a 
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10.55am–12.35pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G1 
(ground floor)

YOUNG PEOPLE, HEALTH AND DRUGS (CONT.)
Chair: Jodie Kidd
Welfare interventions in the context of advocacy and surveillance: the experiences of marginalised 
drug-users 
Maja Lindegaard Moensted & Carolyn Day, University of Sydney  
Individuals who use drugs are identiýed as a particular group for welfare intervention, habitually positioned 
both as complicit in the reproduction of intergenerational poverty and social marginalisation, and as sources 
of hope for interrupting such patterns. This study draws on empirical research exploring the experiences of 
highly marginalised people with histories of drug-use to investigate how they negotiate relationship building 
with service providers in the context of the participants’ previous experiences with welfare interventions. 
In doing so, the study seeks to texture the conception of the support and surveillance nexus, with rich 
accounts of participants subject to both arms of welfare and justice interventions. Against the preoccupation 
with individualising responsibility and disciplining people experiencing a combination of hardships such as 
victimisation, drug-use issues and histories of state intervention, this study argues that a more appropriate 
response involves an acknowledgement of the oppression and injustices many of them face on a daily 
basis in their dealings with welfare services. A better understanding of the ways in which welfare service 
processes alienate people in advanced marginality from seeking support, as well as from beneýtting from 
the support available, might provide a way to address these concerns.

Applying a 'Harm to Others' research framework to illicit drugs research: political discourses and 
ambiguous policy implications  
Claire Wilkinson & Alison Ritter, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney 
Over the past decade, ‘alcohol’s harm to others’ (AHTO) has emerged as an active international approach 
to studying alcohol problems and policy. For example, the WHO has adopted AHTO as a stream of work 
in its global strategy to reduce harmful alcohol use. This approach seeks to increase political will for 
alcohol policy by mapping, measuring and often costing harms beyond the drinker. The approach follows 
the way ‘passive smoking’ was considered in the debate and development of tobacco policy. In this paper 
we consider applying a harm to others approach to illicit drugs research. We ask whether it could and 
should be used as a policy tool, given the high risks of further stigmatising people who use drugs. This 
leads to considerations of the ways in which ‘harm to others’ does generate stigma; and the ways in which 
stigmatising certain behaviours (such as smoking tobacco) are seen by some as useful policy levers. 
Having identiýed what we see as the crucial issues in applying óharm to othersô in illicit drugs policy, we then 
reþect back on its current uptake in alcohol policy, to examine whether these concerns have been raised, 
managed or ignored. The extent to which we should constrain certain research approaches for vulnerable 
populations is a di cult ethical issue, and while this paper explores this in relation to illicit drug use (as 
compared to alcohol or tobacco use) this applies equally to other vulnerable groups, such as people who 
are unemployed or in receipt of social welfare.
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Tuesday  10 September
10.55am–12.35pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G8
(ground floor)

INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL POLICY (CONT.)
Chair: Bingqin Li
Social health insurance and inequality in China 
Li Sun, Juntao Lyu, University of Leeds, Ying Zhao, Renmin University of China, Tao Liu, University of 
Duisburg-Essen  
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Tuesday 10 September
1.35pm–3.15pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 1
(ground floor)

DISABILITY
Chair: Karen Fisher
Understanding supply and potential undersupply of Specialist Disability Accommodation (SDA) 
Diana Ferner, Social Ventures Australia 
The lack of data about people being funded for SDA and current SDA supply has been recognised to be a 
barrier to investment to grow the stock of SDA. It is expected that around 28,000 people under the NDIS 
will be funded for SDA, with the NDIS eventually spending around $700 million per year on SDA payments. 
To date there has been uncertainty about where to build new SDA housing and who for. Social Ventures 
Australia partnered with the Summer Foundation to conduct a survey of the sector to capture key aspects 
of SDA development projects. Data from a total of 55 providers was used for analysis. There are 1,518 SDA 
places in development across Australia with most activity in NSW, Victoria and South Australia. The current 
SDA pipeline is dominated by High Physical Support Homes, with very little Robust capacity being built. The 
most common building types in the pipeline are apartment and group homes. There is signiýcant di erence 
between the proýle of places enrolled with the NDIA and the future SDA supply reported through the survey. 
The estimated undersupply of SDA is concentrated in major cities, except for Adelaide which has signiýcant 
new supply in the pipeline. The survey indicates that a solid start has been made in the new SDA market but 
that around 10,000 new SDA places still need to be created to meet the anticipated demand.

Disabillity and older people: issues and challenges 
Trevor Parmenter & Marie Knox, University of Sydney, Rafat Hussain, Australian National University, Stuart 
Wark, University of New England, Matthew Janicki, University of Illinois, Chicago 
Disability rights advocates such as Bank-Mikkelsen, Nirje and Wolfensberger began the normalisation 
movement in the late-1960s, which saw the gradual movement of people with intellectual disabilities (PwID) 
out of large congregate facilities. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with a Disability (UNCRPD) 
supports the principle that PwID should have the same patterns of life opportunities as the general 
population. Australian aged-care and disability service reforms and the advent of NDIS have changed the 
policy and funding landscape from service-centric to individualised-funding. However, there are gaps in 
policy and practices concerning older PwID. Using Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems framework, the 
study aimed to assess disparities in social, health, and quality-of-life (QoL) indicators between older PwID 
and non-ID groups; and deýne a more viable interface between disability and aged-care sectors to enable 
integrated community-based living. Study methods included a structured-survey of older-PwID (n=391) and 
non-ID people (n=920); and key informant (KI) interviews (n=36) with policy-makers and senior managers 
in disability and aged-care sectors. Results showed greater social disparities and poorer health in older 
PwID. Their aggregate QoL score was higher indicating some acquiescence and/or low-expectation bias. 
KI interviews highlighted barriers between disability and aged-care sectors. Inter-sectoral silos thwarted 
coordinated whole-of-person operationalisation of policies. Ageing-related needs of PwID must be 
considered when reforming generic ageing policies and practices. Applying a lifelong perspective would 
better lead to a seamless transition throughout one’s life stages. Practice and policy must focus around co-
design, autonomy and decision making - at the personal, organisational, policy and societal-levels.

Group rights and the NDIS 
Tessa-May Zirnsak, La Trobe University 
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is one of the most signiýcant changes to disability 
policy in our lifetime. However, little research has been done into how this policy interpolates the disability 
community as their own identity group. This paper will discuss how the NDIS application and funding 
procedures have contributed to the construction of disability identity. NDIS application and funding 
procedures have invited people with a disability to express their needs in terms of their deýciencies, 
thus emphasising disability as a “Bad Thing”. These discourses occur against the discourses of disability 
advocates, who emphasise that disabled people are more disabled by the inaccessibility of the world around 
them than they are by their bodies. This analysis takes a Social Model approach to understanding the 
particular policy approach taken by the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA), utilising government 
reports and resources produced by advocacy organisations as an evidence base. Analysing these through a 
social model lens has produced the central research ýndings in this paper. This lens of examination into the 
NDIS gives us the opportunity to assess the usefulness of social policy procedures that rely on applicants of 
this speciýc identity group to highlight their weaknesses and incapacities in order to access funding required 
to increase their quality of living.
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Tuesday 10 September
1.35pm–3.15pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 1
(ground floor)

DISABILITY (CONT.)
Chair: Karen Fisher
Sexuality and relationship rights for people with acquired brain injury 
Amie O'Shea, Deakin University   
Until recently, sexuality has been treated as a kind of ‘second-order’ matter in the lives of people with 
disability. The topic remains under-addressed outside of disability studies, including in particular under the 
UNCRPD and the NDIS. There is a particular dearth of research in the area of sexuality and relationships 
for people with acquired brain injury (ABI), where the majority of existing research in this area focuses on 
sta  training and the clinical and behavioural implications of ABI for sexual functioning. Such work tends to 
adopt a medical model of disability and often sidelines the perspectives and concerns of people with ABI 
themselves. In the current policy climate however we now see individualized funding raise the possibility 
of people with ABI claiming their sexual rights while also promoting the need for capacity development 
within mainstream service organisations. This presentation will present a social/ecological framework for 
understanding sexuality in the lives of people with disability which was used to pilot a peer led program for 
and with people with ABI. The 12 month project conducted by Deakin University adapted the existing Sexual 
Lives & Respectful Relationships program for people with ABI in which a narrative approach was used to 
gather stories from their lives with a focus on sexuality and relationships. The stories were used as the 
foundation for a peer education program delivered by people with ABI alongside community professionals. 
The presentation will outline the key ýndings of the project and recommendations for future work.

Gallery 2 
(ground floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY: FAMILIES AND CHILDREN
Chair: Xioyuan Shang
The one child policy and savings in China 
Zhongchen Song, Tom Coupe & Bob Reed, University of Canterbury  
One of the key sources of Chinese economic growth has been the abundance of household savings. 
In 2014, China’s household savings rate was 37.99%, which is among the top 5 percent of countries. 
There’s a vast literature trying to explain this high savings rate relative to other countries, with one possible 
explanation being China’s one child policy. The impact of the one child policy on the savings rate can come 
through two channels. First, it can a ect the number of children born. But less children doesnôt necessarily 
mean one will save more. Indeed, rather than spending money on extra children, one could spend money 
on other consumables or spend more money per child raised. That is, the one child policy also could a ect 
how children and savings are related (i.e. the coe cient of the number of children in a regression of savings 
on children). In this paper, we contribute to this debate on the impact of the one child policy on China’s 
savings rate by merging the data from the Global Findex Survey and the Gallup World Poll, which allows us 
to evaluate the impact of having children on people’s saving decision and saving motives for 148 countries 
worldwide. Overall, our results suggest that, while the one child policy might have a ected the number of 
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Tuesday 10 September
1.35pm–3.15pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Gallery 2
(ground floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY: FAMILIES AND CHILDREN (CONT.)
Chair: Xioyuan Shang
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Tuesday 10 September
1.35pm–3.15pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering
Building, 
Room G1
(ground floor)

SPECIAL SESSION: SOCIAL SECURITY, CONDITIONALITY AND RISK
Chair: Michael McGann / Dina Bowman
Reclaiming social security for a just future  
Dina Bowman, Danielle Thornton, Shelley Mallett, Brotherhood of St Laurence  
The move to fully digital and automated interactions with Centrelink is well advanced. While there is a 
need to update ageing infrastructure, current proposals have serious implications for access, transparency 
and procedural justice, especially given serious concerns about issues relating to eligibility, assessment, 
conditionality and adequacy. The Australian social security system is unprepared for the technological, 
demographic, geopolitical and environmental changes that are predicted to accelerate. We can no longer 
put o  di cult and complex reform. A principled approach to reform will is critical. This presentation will set 
out some principles to guide reform of the social security for a just future. 

The impact of social security reforms on single mothers and their children 
David Tennant, Family Care, Kelly Bowey, Centre for Excellence in Chuld and Family Welfare     
cus on th In 2016, there were almost 1,000,000 lone parent families in Australia, with 81.8 per cent headed 
by a single mother. The rate of poverty among lone parent families was 32 per cent, rising to 59 per cent in 
households where the parent was unemployed. Changes to social security policy relevant to lone parents 
have focused on reconnecting them with training and employment to insulate against the risks of long-
term welfare dependence. Maintaining access to Parenting Payment Single is contingent on participation 
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3.45pm–5.05pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Tyree Room
(first floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY: URBANISATION
Chair: Bingqin Li
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Tuesday 10 September
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3.45pm–5.05pm CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
Civil Engineering 
Building, Room 
G1 (ground floor)

CHILDREN AND PARTICIPATION (CONT.)
Chair: Paula Jops
Academic performance of the first generation college students in rural areas 
Wei Zu, Wei Huang, Xiaowei Liao & Juan Peng, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Fan Li, 
Wageningen University 
The popularization of higher education in China continues to deepen, which makes the group of college 
students continue to diversify.
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Tuesday 10 September
5.30pm–7.30pm
John Goodsell
Building,
Rooms 221-223
(2nd floor)

CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY RECEPTION + PANEL DISCUSSION
Social policy research in China
Chair: Professor Karen Fisher, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney
Speakers: Professor Jude Howell, LSE, Professor Dorothy Solinger, University of California, Professor 
Sarah Cook, UNSW Sydney, Professor Xiaoyuan Shang, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW Sydney, 
Professor Lijie Fang, Social Science Academy, Professor Alex Jingwei He, Education University of Hong 
Kong
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Wednesday 11 September
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Wednesday 11 September
10.45am–
12.25pm

CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)
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Wednesday 11 September
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10.45am–
12.25pm

CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)

Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G1 
(ground floor)

RELATIONSHIPS, PARENTING AND WELLBEING (CONT.)
Chair: Elizabeth Adamson
Relationship breakdown and subjective wellbeing - a comparative cross-country analysis 
Lixia Qu & Ruth Weston, Australian Institute of Family Studies, Matthew Gray & David Stanton, Australian 
National University  
Research ýnds that people living with a partner are happier and more satisýed with life than single people, 
including those who are divorced; however, the strength of this relationship appears to vary according to 
gender and countries. Although there is evidence that most people tend to adapt to misfortune, longitudinal 
research suggests that divorce and relationship separation can have long-term negative e ects on the 
subjective well-being for those who do not repartner. It is less clear whether di erent country contexts a ect 
the extent to which such divorced and separated people adapt to their circumstances, and the length of 
time it takes to make any such adaption. Using longitudinal data provided in Cross-National Equivalent 
Files, this paper examines changes in the subjective wellbeing of indivdiuals covering several years before 
and after relationship separation in samples drawn from ýve OECD countries (Australia, Britain, Germany, 
Switzerland and South Korea). The paper aims to assess the extent to which subjective wellbeing 
trajectories (before and after separation) di er across the countries for men and women, and to gain insight 
into factors that a ect these trajectories.

Causality and policy evaluation: Does intergenerational coresidence increase childbirth?  
Takayuki Sasaki, Osaka University of Commerce  
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10.45am–
12.25pm

CONTRIBUTED PAPERS (CONT.)

Civil Engineering 
Building, 
Room G8 
(ground floor)

AGED CARE SERVICES
Chair: Yuvisthi Naidoo
Linking the silos: ageing, disability and support services  
Rafat Hussain, Australian National University, Trevor Parmenter, University of Sydney, Stuart Wark, 
University of New England, Matthew Janicki,University of Illinois, Chicago, Marie Knox, University of New 
England  
Although a “person-centred focus” is a legislated philosophy and objective across both the disability 
and aged-care services sectors in Australia, it does not translate well into cross-sectional practices 
that attempt to deliver personalised service and good individual outcomes. In a recent study, a broader 
research objective was to assess cross-sectoral enablers and challenges in achieving successful ageing 
of community-based individuals with intellectual disability (PwID) and mainstream (non-ID) groups. A 
mixed-methods research design was used: key informant interviews with major stakeholders across both 
sectors; a detailed survey of older individuals (PwID=391; non-ID=980); and case-studies of post-NDIS 
and aged-care reforms from both sectors. Our ýndings show an urgent need for ñseamless and integrated 
care systems, across health, allied health, age and disability sectors”. Important components include choice 
around accommodation options enabling ‘ageing-in-a-chosen-place’; use of standardised indicators for 
monitoring health, well-being, and quality of life; development and adoption of nationally-consistent policies 
and standards facilitating cross-sectoral integrated aged- and disability-care practices that improve equity of 
service access; improved strategies for workforce planning; and upskilling of existing sta  through training, 
place-based collaborations, and establishing communities of practice. The development of an integrated 
service and support model requires collaboration on broader legislative and public policy instruments, 
appropriate planning, and resourcing. Improvements in life expectancy and number of older people 
experiencing impairments and disabilities is projected to increase which requires a strategic shift to ensure 
cross-sectoral collaboration and integrated services leading to highly e ective and quality focussed person-
centred support systems.

Self-managing aged home care packages  
Carmel Laragy, RMIT University  
(Alternatively Human Services Strand) This paper reports on the ýndings of a pre-trial study of older people 
who planned to self-manage their home care packages. The trial was conducted by COTA Australia in 
2018-19 with seven service providers and 100 clients, 65 having family carers acting on their behalf. RMIT 
University evaluated the trial. Aged care legislation and policies promote consumer choice and control using 
a consumer directed care (CDC) model. However, options are often limited when service providers manage 
the package. The research questions asked of older people and their carers in the pre-trial study were: 
what advantages they expected; conýdence to self-manage; information and supports wanted; and any 
concerns, perceived risks or stresses. The research methods used were: separate online surveys for all 
consumers and carers; and semi-structured telephone interviews with a stratiýed sample of 18 consumers/
carers. The major reasons for wanting to self-manage were: hassles with service providers; saving 
administration costs and having more funds to spend on supports; using funds þexibly; and wanting to know 
the account balance in real time. An important ýnding was that only one person identiýed any possible 
stresses or risks, this being a concern about having to repay any overspent funds. As other studies have 
identiýed a range of possible risks, the ýndings suggest that older people may be unaware of the risks that 
self-management brings. The implication of this ýnding is that policy makers and service providers need 
policies that provide oversight while fostering autonomy in those who self-mange.

Older adults' perceptions of services provided to enable healthy living in east asia  
K Moore, UNSW 
This paper presents ýndings from empirical elder care research conducted by international researchers 
of Singaporean, Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese, Polish, American, Australian, and Chinese background. 
The focus is on the important but still emerging topic of service users’ perceptions and expectations of 
services, ranging from old-age pensions to long-term care insurance beneýts. The aims are to compare 
the perception of support among recipients of pensions and long-term care beneýts: do they view them as 
an entitlement, do they view them as funds they have rightfully earned, or do they view them as a welfare 
payment that they require to support their lives? Based on prior cross-national research on support services 
users (e.g. Laragy, C. et al 2011), we know that users are divided in their perceptions of support. Some 
rejected support because it was seen as an intrusion into their lives, while others viewed it favourably as a 
complement to their lives. This conference paper delves further into this research on perceptions of support 
to examine how support is experienced. The paper draws its empirical cases from a forthcoming edited 
volume of fourteen chapters of rich ethnographic research edited by East Asian studies researchers Jeanne 
Shea, Hong Zhang, and Katrina Moore.
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Migration, ageing and digital kinning: the role of distant care support networks in aged care  
Loretta Baldassar, University of Western Australia, Raelene Wilding,La Trobe University 
Abstract: In community and, more recently, residential aged care in Australia, there has been an increasing 
focus on providing person-centred care, with an emphasis on improving the wellbeing and quality of life 
of the older person, as deýned by the older person. For the increasing numbers of older migrants in aged 
care, connection to often widely dispersed social networks is important to social connectedness and 
wellbeing in later life. In this paper, we highlight the role of communication technologies in maintaining 
support networks and identities across distance. Building on transnational families research and on 
anthropological notions of ‘kinning’, we propose that processes of distant support can be illuminated 
through the new concept of ‘digital kinning’. Data are drawn from a qualitative project conducted in Australia 
(2016-19) with over 150 older migrants (55+) born in nine countries comprising ethnographic interviews and 
observations to examine participants’ histories of migration, experiences of ageing, proximate and distant 
support networks and uses of technology. Select ethnographic examples illustrate the key dimensions 
and beneýts of ódigital kinningô for older migrants in aged care including to support the access of older 
migrants to 1) essential sources of social connection and support, 2) maintenance of cultural identity, 
and 3) protection of social identity, including across distance. Their e ectiveness is reliant on access to 
a ordable and reliable digital communication tools. Although essential to the wellbeing of older migrants, 
distant support networks and the digital kinning practices that sustain them receive little attention from 
policy makers and health practitioners. This paper identiýes ways in which organisations concerned with 
the care of older people can support practices of ‘digital kinning, such as including distant kin in healthcare 
plans, and prioritising digital inclusion initiatives, and the implications for the contemporary aged care policy 
context.

Introducing private long-term care insurance in an ageing Asian society: the case of Hong Kong  
Alex Jingwei He, The Education University of Hong Kong 

context.
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SPECIAL SESSION: SOCIAL POLICY AS RE-INVESTMENT: CAN JUSTICE (RE-) INVESTMENT
OVERCOME FISCAL CONSTRAINTS ON SOCIAL SPENDING? DISABILITY AND DIVERSITY 
(CONT.)
Chair: Carla Treloar
Financing justice reinvestment: Three challenges for public sector accounting  
Gareth Bryant, University of Sydney, Ben Spies-Butcher, Macquarie University  
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CHINESE SOCIAL POLICY: MIGRATION AND BELONGING (CONT.)
Chair: Claire Wilkinson
Rural-to-urban migration, unfair treatment, and subjective social status in China  
Zihong Deng, UNSW 
Compared with rural residents, rural-to-urban migrants tend to have higher objective socioeconomic status, 
but subjectively report lower social status in the extant research. In consideration of the social inequality 
and barriers in China, it is likely that rural-to-urban migrants may experience unfair treatment during their 
migration process. Therefore, it is of interest to explore the role of unfair treatment in the relationship 
between rural-to-urban migration and subjective social status. The research question is: Does experience 
of unfair treatment mediate the associations between rural-to-urban migration and subjective rating of social 
status and income position, including individual social status, individual income position, and family social 
status? Using data retrieved from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS), this study examines whether 
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SPECIAL SESSION: PERMANENCY PRACTICE IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE
Chair: Amy Conley Wright
Action research to develop relationship-building practices for children in permanent care  
Susan Collings, Amy Conley Wright, Judy Cashmore & Lynette Riley, University of Sydney 
When the courts permanently remove children from their families due to child protection, one of the biggest 
challenges is maintaining appropriate, sustainable relationships with family members. In NSW, most long-
term foster and kinship carers, legal guardians and adoptive parents are expected to maintain regular 
contact with the child’s birth relatives. Yet there is little evidence-based guidance for building positive 
connections between children’s families and managing the risk of re-traumatisation. Carer and birth families 
require support and guidance from skilled practitioners to navigate a very complex set of dynamics and to 
keep the child’s needs paramount. For Aboriginal children in particular, who are most likely to be in Kinship 
placements, the complex Kinship interrelationships and obligations among extended family and community 
must be factored into caseworkers’ relationship-building practices. This session will discuss action research 
to engage New South Wales out-of-home care agencies to develop relationship-building practices that 
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The determinants of self-rated job demands amongst Early Childhood Educators and Carers  
Michael Bittman, Working Time Research Pty Ltd, Linda Harrison, Macquarie University, Judith E. Brown, 
Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW 
This presentation reports on a study of Early Childhood Educators and Carers (ECEC), collected using 
the ‘intensive hour’ technique using respondents’ own smartphone. The technique collects randomly one-
hour samples of respondents working time. When notiýed, the respondent answers about the previous 60 
minutes. Currently e have gathered about 8,351 episodes of employment-related activities. The software 
is programmed to also capture characteristics of the individual and their workplace, information about 
context of the activity and, importantly, a self-rating of job demands in in the sampled hours. Respondents 
rate the intensity of pace of hours’ work, the extent of multiple demands, estimate their level of stress on 
scale ranging and their job satisfaction 1 to 10. The outstanding characteristic of this occupation is rapid 
switching of tasks, and the juggling of many demands, from a multitude of children under the worker’s 
care. Preliminary analysis indicates that the self-rated items on the pace of work, multiple demands/
frequent switching of tasks and stress load into a single factor. Linear modelling of the intensity of job 
demands shows that working in a pre-school, rather than a long-day care centre, dealing with children 
under 3 years of age increase the experience of intensity. The duration of time spent doing emotional 
care, communicating with parents and family, doing óroutineô childcare activities and organising/maintaining 
equipment and facilities are signiýcantly related the experience of intensiýed job demands. Being away 
from children, doing activities sta  development on a break, predictably. Signiýcantly reduce the intensity if 
experienced job demands.

Closing the gap on educational outcomes: Evidence from the E4Kids study on the impact of every 
day early Childhood education and care (ECEC) programs  
Tim Gilley, Brotherhood of St Laurence  
This paper presents key ýndings from the E4kids study on the impact of everyday early childhood education 
and care (ECEC) programs on children’s learning and development. The sample of 2494 children was 
drawn from Victoria and Queensland. Children were recruited on the basis of age (mostly 3-4 years of age) 
and attending an ECEC program. A mix of low and high SEIFA areas were selected and ECEC programs 
were selected using a stratiýed sampling technique of all registered programs. Childrenôs cognitive outcome 
were directly tested on three occasions, the quality of ECEC programs and school classrooms were directly 
assessed in four waves of data collection (with over 2,000 rooms assessed) and families completed four 
extensive surveys covering family characteristics and circumstances and their children’s development. 
Children’s learning outcomes were further assessed through data matching with Grade 3 NAPLAN data. 
The main ýndings on ECEC (and early years of school) program quality were that most provided high 


