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The first Graduation Ball was held at Sydney's Trocadero in 1952. 
(donated by Norman Emslie) 

About the Archives ... 
What Is t he purpose of the 
University Archives? 

The Archives is the keeper of 
UNSWs corporate record. It 
maintains and conserves certain 
records, associated document
ation, an oral history project and 
information services, which 
provide an authoritative long-term 
resource for the benefit of the 
University's operations, and to 
satisfy the broader interests of the 
University community, researchers 
and the public at large. 
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What is collected? 
The Archives' holdings comprise a 
very wide range of sources and 
formats , from University Council 
records to photographs donated 
by alumni. From the University's 
main administrative files to 
interviews with former vice
chanceUors, foundation 
professors, scientists and students. 
From White Papers, legislation 
and key business reports to 
personal research papers, campus 
media publications and gradua
tion ceremony booklets. 

Who uses t he Archh;es? 

A variety of people use the 
Archives including university staff 
members requiring historical 
infonnation for reports, publica
tions and commemorative 
occasions as well as filmmakers, 
journalists, historians, exhibition 
co-ordinators, researchers and 
many others enquiring into issues 
of local. state. national and 
international significance. 

Welcome! 
Dear Colleagues 
and Friends, 

We welcome you to the first 
issue of Origins, the new 
biannual newsletter of the 
University Archives. 

Through issues of this news
letter we wish to promote 
amongst the University and 
general conununity an aware
ness of the Archives' holdings 
and UNSW's past. We intend 
to infonn readers about how 
they; also, might find these 
holdings useful be they 
academics, researchers. 
historians, administrators, 
display designers, video 
producers .or those with a 
personal interest in the 
University. Utilising our 
technical resources and 
professional experience we 
aim to pass on tips that might 
assist readers to care for 
organisational records, 
photographs, videos, family 
records and the like. We also 
hope that our relationship will 
be an interdependent one and 
that from time to time our 
readers might assist us, 
perhaps in locating or donat
ing certain records and 





i was 
for the Universil¥ duling his commissions to document University life in the late 195Os, 19608 
About 200 of his photographs are available in the Archives. 

Recent Acquisitions 
Below is a selection of records 
received by the Archives in 1994 
and early 1995. Access enquiries 
are invited. Conditional or re
stricted access may apply in some 
instances. 

Governance and 
Administration 
Council, 'Academic Board, Faculties. 

Agenda papers and minutes. 
1993-95. 

(Secretary to Council/Secretariat) 

Chancellor's files. 1974, 19n-92. (G. 
Samuels) 

Staff files of former senior staff. 
1980s, 1990s. (Human Resources) 

UNSW Media 
Press cuttings of UNSW interest from 

Australian newspapers. 1993. 
(News Service) 

Faculties, Schools and 
academic organisations 
Chemistry: School files, laboratOry 

notes, students' work. 1945-80 

Institute of Languages: Origins and 
conduct of first intensive English 
language course. Papers 1969. (J. 
Milner-Davis) 

Other University 
organisations 
Postgraduate Extension Studies. 

Portable radios issued to listeners to 
Radio University. 1960s. (K 
MoGuffin) 

Associated Organisations 
Alumni Association: Board member's 

photographs, press cuttings of 
activities. 1990-93. (L. Vming) 

Student or alumni related 
ALP Club: Rerords 1965-68. (G. 

Fishburn) 

First conferring of degrees ceremony, 
Newcastle. Ma
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Oral History in the Archives ... 
About the University Oral 
History Project 
Established in 1980 the Project 
aims to record the recollections, 
opinions and personal insights of 
people who have been associated 
with the development of the 
University of New South Wales. 
The interviews reveal the diverse 
interests of the University both 
within as well as extending far 
beyond the University itself: 
student protests, the discussion of 
religious, political and social 
issues, successes and failures in 
research topics and scholarly 
enterprises designed to under· 
stand the world we live in, as well 
as the life histories of some 
eminent Australians who at 
cenain stages of their careers 
have been involved with the 
University. 

Activities in 1994 
In May the Project's fifth publica· 
tion, Unique Providers: 
Money-raising and the UNSW 
U Committee, was launched to 
celebrate thirty years of U Com
minee activities including fund 
raising for the University and 
contributions to Sydney's cultural 
life. The book-professionally 
designed and profusely illus
trated-was based on a number of 
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