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Students, Sandhills and Sex
Alumni recall the 1960s

Arecent survey of student
experience at UNSW in the
1960s illustrates the

shifting patterns of student life and
culture. More than eighty alumni
have responded to a specially

devised twenty page questionnaire
recording their memories of study
and campus life at UNSW.

A noticeable feature of these
responses is that a quarter of them
are from women. By the mid 1960s
female numbers had risen sharply,
from the handful in the 1950s to

2,247 by 1966, comprising seven-
teen per cent of total enrolments.
Women respondents remembered
being part of a minority. You
‘couldn’t walk into a lecture theatre
without having whistles’, according
to one. Another spoke of a feeling
of gender solidarity:

‘There were so few of us, we stuck
together ... The Women’s Room at
the Roundhouse was the place we
congregated – put on our make up,
changed our stockings (they used to
get full of sand and get holes in
them) and discussed the guys’.

In part, this growth in women
students was the result of the
establishment of the Faculty of Arts
in 1960. But there were female
students in other subjects — even
engineering. And ‘doing Arts’ was
never the sole preserve of the Arts
student. Engineers and scientists
were required to take some hu-
manities subjects as part of their
degrees. Some alumni fondly

(Continued on page 2)

Tharunka’s first cover for 1968. (V92)
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Philip Baxter on Stage

P hilip Baxter retired as vice-
chancellor of UNSW in 1969.
He chaired the Australian

Atomic Energy Commission (1957-72)
and the Sydney Opera House Trust
(1969-75). The following piece is based
on extracts from Philip Gissing, Sir
Philip Baxter, Engineer: The Fabric
of a Conservative Style of Thought
(submitted for the degree of PhD:
currently under examination).

Towards the end of his active public
life Philip Baxter wrote a play. The
Day the Sun Rose in the West is set in
the future, and is
about an imagined
invasion of
Australia by a
united South East
Asian People’s
Republic. There is
a nuclear attack on
Canberra which
heralds the
invasion. The sky
lights up making
it appear to
observers on the
east coast that the
sun is rising in the
west. The invad-
ing armies intro-
duce draconian
measures to force
the country out of
its apathy and carry through the
large-scale engineering develop-
ments that Baxter saw as the key to
Australia’s future. They also
successfully steer Australia through
the new world order imposed by
the major powers.

In this play Baxter specifically
rejected the notion that a nuclear
war would mean the end of the
world, a belief he had long held in
his work on nuclear energy. Speak-
ing on the ABC television pro-
gramme Monday Conference, Baxter
argued that Australia would ‘have a
better chance than most other
places’ of surviving a nuclear war
given its distance from the northern
hemisphere, the most likely loca-
tion for repeated nuclear conflict.
But of interest here is why he chose
to give these speculations a dra-
matic form. When one is no longer

writing government policy, does
one then turn to writing plays?

Philip Baxter’s devotion to the
stage took various forms. As a
young man recently appointed by
ICI as a research engineer in the
English
village of
Stockton-
on-Tees,
he joined
the
dramatic
society,

where he met his future wife, Lilian
Thatcher. They moved to Widnes in
1931, where Baxter not only helped
rebuild the local chemical industry
but also became deputy chairman
of the Works Dramatic Club.
Following their move to Australia
in 1949 upon his appointment as
professor of chemical engineering,
he continued to take an interest in
drama, specifically at the NSW
University of Technology, where he
took an active role in its Drama
Club. In 1956, soon after his ap-
pointment as vice-chancellor, he
directed George Bernard Shaw’s
The Devil’s Disciple, which was
performed in the University’s
Physics Theatre at Kensington, and
in August 1959, Edward Percy’s
1941 play The Shop at Sly Corner.

Baxter was also instrumental in
having the National Institute of

Dramatic Art (NIDA) located at the
University of New South Wales, at a
time when the training of actors,
directors and set designers was
considered in some quarters to be
an inappropriate role for a univer-

sity. In 1958 he convinced the
University Council to approve
discussions with the Elizabethan
Theatre Trust and the ABC about
the establishment of NIDA, which
was to be governed by a board of
directors provided by the three
participating institutions. Baxter
and Morven Brown, the dean of the
Faculty of Arts, were appointed as
the University’s representatives on
the board.

So far, then, we have a picture of
Baxter as a keen devotee and
amateur practitioner of theatre.  But
his concept of theatre went deeper
than this, evident from his remarks
linking drama to the desirable
development of what he called a
‘western type civilization’ in
Australia. In a 1961 letter request-

(Above) Philip Baxter
directs Shaw’s Devil’s
Disciple at Kensington in
1956.

(Left) Pictured second
from right on an overseas
visit to the Dounreay
Experimental Reactor
Establishment, about
1970. (Baxter Papers:
CN1053/88,30)

(Continued on page 6)





Origins: Newsletter of the UNSW Archives – No. 4 – November 1998 – 7

Below is a selection of records
received by the Archives
from July 1997 to June 1998.

Access enquiries are invited.
Conditional or restricted access
may apply in some instances.

The Archives extends its special
thanks to all depositors.

Alumni donations
The Archives is especially grateful
to the following for their contribu-
tions of photographs, publications
and memorabilia relating mainly to
their student days.

Bennett, Jean. Early stationery from
the School of Biological Sciences.
1950s.  (98A31)

Campbell, W. Photographs of civil
engineering students’ World
Record Bed Push, 1961.  (97A149)

Chand, F.  (Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia) Photographs of students in
1960 Maths I class, at Basser

College and on a Jenolan Caves
field trip, early 1960s.  (97A148)

Conyngham, P. Correspondence
relating to the Students’ Union
and University Press 1996; press
cuttings 1960s, including refer-
ence to the ‘Gas Lash’ affair,
Tharunka 1964; photographs early
1960s; and press obituary for
Francis James, early 1990s.
(97A236, 98A6)

Harant, H. / Allison, Myee.
Records relating to the Students’
Union Council 1964, and the
Overseas Students Association
and Festival of Asia 1957-68;
publications and printed items
including student alternative
handbooks, Tharunka and revue
posters 1950s-1980s.  (Ms M.
Allison  97A72, 97A82, 97A85,
97A229)

Haynes, Michael and Marg. Copies
of addresses delivered at the
President’s Reception, UNSW
Alumni Association on 21 April

1998, as father and daughter
alumni of the early 1960s and
early 1990s respectively, and
containing reflections upon their
university experience.  (98A29)

Hyland, H. Photographs taken
while an engineering and naval
architecture student: scenes
include main and western
campuses, building development,
student activities on ‘Lake
Bourke’, internal photographs of
the Roundhouse and of the
Library – at both old (Dalton) and
new (1966) upper campus loca-
tions; all with descriptions.  1963-
70.  222 prints.  (97A246, 98A49)

Jones, T. Photographs of procession
forming for first Foundation Day
1961, and of fellow students at
Basser College, early 1960s;
collected items from the College
noticeboard, various topics, early
1960s.  (98A24, 98A48)

Langtry (Moore), Lynette. Candid
photographs of university social

Recent Accessions

Foundation Day out in the City, 1968. (98A49)
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Student Services. Office files of the
Deputy Registrar (S. Croker)
relating to student organisations,
student equity and services, and
to the Campus Planning Steering
Committee.  Mainly 1989-93.
2.2m.  (97A35)

Facilities Department. Certificate of
Title relating to part of UNSW’s
Cliffbrook Campus site, Coogee,
1953. (Director’s Office  97A231).
Fitting out reference manual used
by UNSW: Details of CSIRO
Standard Laboratory Fittings, 1959;
site and landscaping plans for
Kensington Campus  1949-78,  12
items; sketches and plans for
Stage I, Grandstand, David
Phillips Field, by Kevin J. Curtin
& Partners,  4 items; colour
photographs of site for Samuels
Building,  c.1987. (N. Siminsky
97A63, 97A120, 97A121, 97A160)

Faculties, Schools and
academic organisations
Applied Science. Selected office files

of the last Dean of the Faculty
(G.J.S. Govett), including corre-

spondence relating to UNSW 2000
which recommended abolition of
the Faculty. (97A4, 97A5)

Biological Science. Photo display
boards showing field work at
Smith’s Lake, Herron Island and
elsewhere 1960s, 1970s; photo-
graphic portraits of early staff; and
biographical information about Dr
Mary Hindmarsh compiled 1954-
90. (R. King  97A250)

Chemistry. School minutes and
newsletters; videotapes.  Mainly
1987-93   (K. McGuffin  97A69)

Engineering. Letter of appreciation
written to Professor Mark Wain-
wright by Emeritus Professor
Harold Brown, aged 86, UNSW’s
first professor of Electrical
Engineering and first Dean of the
Faculty of Engineering, following
his visit to UNSW in early 1997.
(M. Wainwright  97A180)

Industry Linked Education. Files
relating to the establishment of
the Master of Business Technol-
ogy program, including the initial
consultancy and steering commit-
tee.  1989-92 (M. Brennan  7A239)

The Subiaco Columns. Photographic study by Martin Dudman, 1989. (98A26)

Law. Photographs taken of partici-
pants in the Future Directions
Seminar, July 1994. (K. Daley
97A191)

Mechanical Engineering. Sample of
examination papers 1964-69;
crafted descriptive geometry
teaching aid showing two inter-
secting cones enveloping a sphere
and their tangent plane. n.d. poss.
1940s or 1950s. (A. Bauman
97A53, 97A54)

Postgraduate Extension Studies /
Institute of Professional Educa-
tion. Videotapes of lectures, most
produced for teaching by closed
circuit television. 1968-77.  14
tapes.   (97A227)

Spanish and Latin American
Studies. Audiotapes of noted
speakers at three conferences,
including a major international
conference held at UNSW in
1986 entitled When Strangers
Meet: Australia and Latin
America; the poster for this
conference, and other audio
recordings. 1978-92. 23 tapes.  (J.
Levy  98A10)














