










Wrap a rubber band around your hand.
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Every week, studen





Indeed, this is an ambition also held – and achieved 

– by the Howard Government. But it is inaccurate to 

claim that trade is the length and breadth of Australia’s 

interest in integrating with Asia. There is something 

much deeper involved. 

This deeper push extends from two sources. First, 

there is the obvious matter of geography. Australians 

throughout history may have liked to think of 

themselves as European, but Europe is on the other 

side of the planet; Asia is next door. It would be 

difficult, perhaps even impossible, to isolate ourselves 

economically and culturally from a region that is so 

close. 

The second reason is significantly more important: 

culturally, Asia and Australia have begun to merge, 

particularly on our own soil. According to the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Asian-born Australians 

now constitute six percent of Australia’s population. 

Add to that second, third and fourth generation 

migrants and the number is even greater. In such a 

climate there must be some overlap between cultures. 

So does this mean that Australia is an Asian nation? 

Well, it’s unlikely. The fact that such a clear distinction 

can be drawn between Australia and Asian nations 

suggests that it remains a difficult classification. 

Dr Mahathir was rarely crystal clear about what he 

believed Asian values to be, but he was certain that 

Australia did not share them. That alone must suggest 

that it is difficult to claim that Australia is an Asian 

nation but the distinction also remains very clear to 

most Australians. 

This is particularly true in our popular culture. The 

Korean-American stand-up comedian, Margaret Cho 

once commented that American films only had two 

types of Asian characters: IT experts or martial arts 

masters. It was almost as if, she suggested, they had 

to justify casting an Asian actor. 

Cho’s observation might just as accurately apply to 

Australian television. How many Asian characters 

do you see on Neighbours or Home and Away for 

example? Even if the occasional non-white face pops 

up, it’s notable as an exception rather than a rule. It 

seems truer on a wider-level as well: would we have ever accepted 

a Vietnamese-Australian Crocodile Dundee? There remains a 

very notable separation between what is Asian and what is 

Australian. 

It remains difficult to argue that Australia is a part 

of Asia. But while this might be true today, there 

is no suggestion that it will remain true in the 

future. In the Twenty-First century, it will likely 

be Asia (and mItps onsias  m
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Conspiracy theories occur in vast array and variety, 

multiplying and mutating like viruses. But they 

usually all have one or all of three logical fallacies 

at their core:

%�  A false choice between 

only two options, ignoring any other 

possibilities;

%� This usually 

involves believing that because a theory has 

not been proven false it must therefore be true. 

In conspiracy theories this is one-sided: any 

gaps in the conventional version are exploited 

by the conspiracy theorists, but same standards 

are not applied to their own ideas;

%�  
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