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https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/50083/Labelling-of-workplace-hazardous-chemicals-COP.pdf
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2. General guidance on Labelling 

Overall responsibility for ensuring legally compliant labels on containers of hazardous chemicals rests with 
chemical manufacturers, suppliers and importers (clause 335 of WHS Regulation). Specifications are outlined in 
Schedule 9 of WHS Regulation: Part 3: Correct Labelling and summarized in 3.1 below. 
 
All new chemicals purchased after the 1 January 2017 MUST have a GHS compliant label. However, any legacy 
chemicals which were already labelled in accordance with the National Occupational Health and Safety 
Commission (NOHSC) do not require re-labeling. Any legacy chemicals which do not have an NOHSC compliant 
label must either be disposed of OR stored in a separate locked storage facility until re-labelled. 

2.1. Information required on a Label – Manufa
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http://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS684_List_of_Precautionary_Statements_0.pdf
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/hazards/chemicals/classifying-chemicals/using-ghs
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 a specific precautionary statement applies to several hazard categories into which a particular chemical is 
classified 

 an element may become redundant because a more stringent control applies to another hazard category (for 
example, the type of PPE required). 

 
Duplicate or redundant information should not be included on a label. When a hazardous chemical meets the 
criteria for more than one hazard class or category (e.g., it is flammable and toxic), the potential exists for 
duplication or redundancy of certain label elements. Information should not be duplicated.  
Certain rules of precedence will apply e.g. 

 where a dangerous goods class diamond is required on the container to meet transport regulations, the 
equivalent hazard pictogram, as specified in the GHS, should not appear. 

 if the skull and crossbones hazard pictogram apply, the exclamation mark hazard pictogram should not 
appear. 

 if the corrosive hazard pictogram applies, the exclamation mark hazard pictogram should not appear if it 
is used to communicate skin or eye irritation.  

 if the health hazard pictogram appears for respiratory sensitization, the exclamation mark hazard 
pictogram should not appear if it is used to communicate skin sensitization, or for skin or eye irritation. 

 
See more information in Appendix E of the Code of Practice for Labelling. 

3. Circumstances where reduced labelling requirements may apply 

Under the WHS Regulations, reduced labelling is permitted for hazardous chemicals that are:  

 supplied in small containers  

 research chemicals or samples for analysis 

 decanted or transferred 

 not supplied to another workplace, and where the hazards are known to the workers using the 
chemical  

 hazardous wastes 

 classified into the explosives hazard class and are not explosive articles. 

3.1. Small containers  

 

Clause 335 WHS Regulation, Part 3 of Schedule 9: Where a hazardous chemical is packaged in a container that is too 
small to attach a label with the full information then the label must include the following: 

 the product identifier. 

 the name, Australian address and business telephone number of either the manufacturer or importer. 

 a hazard pictogram or hazard statement that is consistent with the correct classification of the chemical; and 

 any other information required for hazardous chemicals labels in general that is reasonably practicable to 
include. 

 
As much labelling information as is reasonably practicable should be included to convey the hazards on labels for 

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-labelling-workplace-hazardous-chemicals
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included on an outer box (for example for a box containing several very small ampoules), a swing tag or insert, or a 
leaflet inside a box.  

 

3.2. Research chemicals or samples for analysis 

 

Clause 335 of WHS Regulation, Part 3 of Schedule 9: If a hazardous chemical is used for research purposes only or is 
a sample for analysis, the label must, at a minimum, be written in English and include the product identifier and a 
hazard pictogram or hazard statement that is consistent with the correct classification of the chemical. 

 

The product identifier can be either: the actual name of the chemical, a recognised abbreviation or acronym; or a 
chemical formula, structure or reaction components.  

Where a research chemical or sample for analysis cannot be identified this should be indicated clearly on the label. 
Labels for research chemicals or samples for analysis should include as much hazard information as possible, based 
on the identity and the known or suspected hazards. 

If labelling the container is impractical due to its size or the conditions under which it is used, other methods of 
providing the information can be used, for example a secure swing tag, a sign attached to supporting apparatus or 
labelling an outer container. 

For example, for a rack of test tubes, rather than label each individual test tube containing the same hazardous 
chemical, you may attach a label to the rack using a swing tag. 

3.3. Decanted or transferred hazardous chemicals 

Clause 335 of WHS Regulation, Part 3 of Schedule 9: If a hazardous chemical has been decanted or transferred from 
the container in which it was packed and it will not be used immediately or it is supplied to someone else, the label 
must, at a minimum, be written in English and include the following: 

 the product identifier, and 

 a hazard pictogram or hazard statement consistent with the correct classification of the chemical. 

 
Decant in this context means to transfer a hazardous chemical from a correctly labelled container to another container 
within a workplace. Such a container may range from a small flask in a research laboratory to a large vessel that is 
used to contain reaction components prior to use in a mixing or reaction process.  
 
Where the entire amount of a decanted hazardous chemical will be used immediately, labelling of its container is not 
required.  
 
A decanted hazardous chemical can only be considered to be used immediately in situations where: 

 it is not left unattended by the person who decanted it. 

 the decanted hazardous chemical is used only by a person present at the decanting process. 

 the container is subsequently rendered free from any hazardous chemical immediately after 
use, so the container is in the condition it would be in if it had never contained the chemical.  

 

3.4. Hazardous chemicals with known hazards that are not supplied to another workplace  

Clause 335 WHS Regulation, Part 3 of Schedule 9: If a hazardous chemical is not being supplied to another 
workplace and the hazards associated with the chemical are known to the workers involved in using, handling or 
storing the chemical, then the label must, at a minimum, be written in English and include the following: 

 the product identifier, and 

 a hazard pictogram or hazard statement that is consistent with the correct classification of the chemical. 

 
The rationale for reduced labeling requirements in this case is that the workers involved in its handling have sufficient 
knowledge of the associated hazards. However, the label should communicate enough information on the hazards as 
necessary to ensure its safe use. 
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3.5.  Hazardous waste products 

Hazardous waste products must be identified and correctly classified, so far as is reasonably practicable. Where it is 
not reasonably practicable to undertake a complete hazard classification of waste material, the hazard classification 
must be determined or estimated using a precautionary approach based on the known or likely constituents of the 
waste.  
 

Clause 335 WHS Regulation, Part 3 of Schedule 9: If it is reasonably likely that a waste product is a hazardous 
chemical, then the label on the container of the hazardous waste must be written in English and at a minimum, include 
the following:  

 the product identifier. 

 the name, Australian address, and business telephone number of either the manufacturer or the importer, (if 
the waste was generated in a UNSW laboratory, then waste generator’s contact details should be used); and 

 a hazard pictogram and hazard statement that is consistent with the correct classification of the chemical.

https://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS429a_Corrosive_waste_labels_ACID.doc
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS429b_Corrosive_waste_labels_BASE.doc
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS429c_Halogenated_Flammables.doc
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS429d_Non_halogenated_Flammables.doc
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/HS429f_Toxic_waste_labels.doc
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/labelling-hazardous-chemicals-cop
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Orientation and size of label elements 
 
The following table is provided as a guide for the minimum dimensions for hazard pictograms and sizes of text on 
containers of various capacities: 
 
 

Container capacity

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/transport-strategy-policy/transport-australia/transport-dangerous-goods/australian-dangerous-goods-code#:~:text=The%20purpose%20of%20the%20Australian%20Dangerous%20Goods%20Code,Model%20Regulations%20while%20retaining%20some%20Australian%20specific%20provisions.
http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/pictograms.html


 

Page 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/act-2011-10
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/sl-2017-404
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/resource-library/list-of-all-codes-of-practice
http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs_rev04/04files_e.html
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Ingredient Concentration 
Mixture classified 

as: 
Mixture 

classified as: 

Acid with pH ≤ 2 ≥1% Skin Category 1 Eye Category 1 

Base with pH ≥ 11.5 ≥ 1% Skin Category 1 Eye Category 1 

Other corrosive (Category 1) ingredients 
for which additivity does not apply 

≥1% Skin Category 1 Eye Category 1 

Other irritant (Category 2/3) ingredients 
for which additivity does not apply, 
including acids and bases 

≥3% Skin Category 2 Eye Category 2 

 

Table 3.3.3: Concentration of ingredients of a mixture classified as Skin Category 1 and/or Eye Category 1 or 2 that 
would trigger classification of the mixture as hazardous to the eye (Category 1 or 2) 

Sum of ingredients classified as: 

Concentration triggering classification of a 
mixture as: 

Irreversible eye effects Reversible eye effects 

Category 1 Category 2 

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/system/files/documents/1702/classification_hazardous_chemicals.pdf
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Ingredient Classification Mixture Classification 

  Category 1 Carcinogen Category 2 Carcinogen 

Category 1 Carcinogen ≥ 0.1% 
 

Category 2 Carcinogen 
 

≥ 1.0% 

 
NOTE 1: The concentration limits in Table 8 apply to solids and liquids (w/w units) and gases (v/v units). 
NOTE 2: Table 6.2 replaces table 3.6.1 in the GHS, pg. 166. 
 
Table 6.3:  Classification of mixtures containing reproductive toxicants
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http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs_rev04/04files_e.html
http://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/cl-inventory-database
https://epa.govt.nz/database-search/chemical-classification-and-information-database-ccid/
https://www.osha.gov/dts/chemicalsampling/toc/toc_chemsamp.html
https://www.echemportal.org/echemportal/
http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.html
https://www.ntc.gov.au/codes-and-guidelines/australian-dangerous-goods-code
https://gestis-database.dguv.de/
https://gestis-database.dguv.de/
http://ghs.dhigroup.com/PagesGHS/TranslationTool.aspx
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