


Welcome to 
Fowlers Gap

Ochre House: One 
of the artist’s 
residences at 
Fowlers Gap 
(Photo Richard 
Freeman)

Fowlers Gap Arid Zone 
Research Station, in the 
far west corner of NSW, is 
a gateway for researchers, 
artists and any curious 
mind looking to study 
(or portray) Australia’s 
iconic outback. Now more 
than ever, with a half-
century of research 
wisdom at Fowlers Gap, 
we are changing direction 
on a path of ecosystem 
restoration and arid zone 
ecology. 

Fowlers Gap Arid Zone Research 
Station was a sprawling sheep 
station north of Broken Hill but 
is now entering a new phase of 
management focusing on the 
restoration of ecosystems and 
understanding arid zone ecology. 
As well, we continue to develop 
our outreach and education 
programs. The facilities of Fowlers 
Gap Research Station, with its 
accommodation for visitors and 









Over 70% of Australia falls within the arid 
zone, which, due to its harshness, remains less 
than well understood. Fowlers Gap presents a 
unique opportunity to study the outback and 
understand its mysteries from the outside-in.

The University of New South Wales Sydney holds a perpetual 
lease to the station and plays host to many of its own 
researchers as well as those from other institutions from 



While the pastoral history 
at Fowlers Gap is long, its 
research history is broad and 
diverse like the geology and 
ecosystems that underpin it. 

Research opportunities at Fowlers Gap 
include a look at restoring arid zone 
ecosystems, geology, hydrology, and how 
these systems have been changed by 
pastoralism, with the site itself remaining 
an important station for its neighbouring 
and visiting communities. We are taking 
a Strategic Adaptive Management (SAM) 
approach to managing, understanding 
and appreciating the ecological and social 
dimensions of this landscape. The best 
way to demonstrate future opportunities, 
though, is by looking at our current ones.

Zebra finches, one of the iconic 
research species at Fowlers Gap. 
Research focusses on their ecology 
in relation to boom and bust 
changes in this outback environment 
(Photographer S. Griffiths).
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Fowler’s Gap is in the arid zone of 
Australia. The landscape is composed of 
hot desert and semi-desert ecotypes, 
populated with shrubland and other 
heat-hardened (sclerophyllous) plants 
such as the river red gums that run 
along ephemeral creeks. 

The station is divided in two by the vertically running 
Barrier Ranges. On the western side lay the lowlands 
and on the eastern are plains. Fowlers Gap is in a 
winter-rainfall arid zone, with mild winters and hot 
summers, within the Lake Bancannia Surface Waters 
Management Area. Its low and sporadic annual 
rainfall (averaging 227.2 mm) gives rise to episodic 
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Over half a century of science 
has taken place at Fowlers Gap 
but one element has remained at 
its heart: the connection of 
people with the land. Fowlers 
Gap has always had a diverse 
visitor base. Most visitors are 
researchers or students from 
UNSW, local and international 
universities, Government 
Departments and private 
Institutions. In addition, 
annually, it hosts field courses 
and numerous ecotourists, 
contractors and artists.
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stations and though they tend to function 
independently from one another, there is 
some collaboration on the control of feral 
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relief. The potential for UNSW to engage 
with Indigenous communities across 
NSW has not yet been realised, though 
there are two important opportunities: 



UNSW is committed to assisting 
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