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4. Aims of the Course 
This course examines the psychobiology of memory and motivation, with an emphasis on memory. 
Behavioural experiments demonstrating the basic concepts associated with memory, and forgetting, will be 
described as will experiments that are aimed at determining the neural bases of both memory and 
forgetting. Much of the research described in the course involves non-human animals, but the implications 
of this research for our understanding of memory, and forgetting, in humans are highlighted in most 
sections of the course. 
 
The course is divided into the following broad topics: 

(1) Basic concepts of memory; consolidation and reconsolidation 
(2) Fear memory 
(3) Spatial memory 
(4) Extinction 
(5) Forgetting 

 
Lab course:  
The laboratory component of the course has two primary goals: (1) to provide “hands on” experience in 
observing various aspects of rodent behaviour that are frequently used in studies on the psychobiology of 
memory, and (2) to provide an opportunity for small group discussion/debate on various issues relevant to 
the material described in the lecture component of the course. 
 
Note that the “hands-on” part of the tutorial will involve handling and experimentation on animal subjects 
(rats); this work will be group-work (e.g., groups of students will be doing any particular task, and only some 
will need to actually touch the rats).  Please contact your tutor as soon as possible if you would prefer to not 
take part in these activities (alternatives will be arranged for those particular tutorials).   

 
 
 
5. Student Learning Outcomes 
By 
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written research proposal), showing a knowledge of the 
value of empirical evidence, tolerance of ambiguity during 
the search for greater understanding of behaviour, and the 
ability to act ethically in the development of experiments 
involving animals.  

5. Communication skills 

3 

Development of in-class presentations of research 
literature review and proposal will encourage you to 
communicate effectively in a variety of contexts, both as 
presenter and critical audience. Participation in 
demonstration experiments will show collaboration in 
group work (assessed through tutorial participation).  

6. Lear
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9. Course Schedule 

Week Lecture Topic & Lecturer 
Tutorial/Lab 

Content 
Suggested 
Readings 

1 
Introduction to memory and motivation; 

modulation of memory (Richardson) 
No labs  

2 
Consolidation and reconsolidation 

(Richardson) 

Introduction; how 
to write research 

proposal 
 

3 Fear (Richardson) 
Play behaviour and 

USVs 
 

4  
Fear (Richardson) 

 
Animal exercises  
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10. Assessment 

Assessment Task Weight 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Assessed 

Graduate 
Attributes 
Assessed 

Date of Feedback 

Release Submission Who When How 

Mid-session exam  20 
  Week 5, 

lecture 1 
Week 5, 
lecture 1 

Lecturer Week 7 Moodle 

Final exam  40 

  
Exam 
period 

Exam 
period 

Lecturer 

When 
marks 

released by 
University 

University 

Research proposal 30 
  

Week 1 
Friday of 
Week 12 

Tutor 26 June Moodle 

Tutorial participation 10 
  

Week 1 
Friday of 
Week 12 

Tutor 26 June Moodle 

1. Mid-session exam: This 45-min exam (could consist of multiple choice, short-answer, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions; more specific details provided prior to the exam) will be given on Thursday 2 April at 2-3 (i.e., in 
regularly-scheduled lecture time period). This exam will be based on lecture material covered in lectures from March 2 – March 27 (first 8 lectures, all by RR), and the readings for those lectures. 

2. Final exam: This 2-hr exam (which could consist of multiple choice, short-answer, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions; more specific details will be provided prior to the exam) will be given during the formal exam period. 
This exam will cover material covered in lectures from April 13- 29 May (all the lectures after the mid-session exam), and the readings for those lectures. 

3. Research proposal: This involves a written research proposal (1,500-2,000 words in length, and following general APA guidelines) on a proposed experiment (based on material/ideas covered in the course).  An 
electronic versrse



http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://elise.library.unsw.edu.au/
http://telt.unsw.edu.au/turnitin


http://www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/students/current/files/Student_Guide.pdf


Page 10 of 10 
 

 Assessments; 

 Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure; 

 Student Code of Conduct; 

 Student complaints and grievances; 

 Student Equity and Disability Unit; and 

 Occupational Health & Safety. 

Students should familiarise themselves with the information contained in this Guide. 

 


