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Feedback policy 
 
The research internship is unlike any course you have completed in Psychology before. The 
primary goal is to give you an opportunity to engage in the kinds of activities that 
researchers consider part of their job (writing proposals, giving feedback to peers, 
presenting their work, reflecting on their research process, programming experiments, 
dealing with data output). By engaging in these activities, we want you to develop skills that 
will be relevant to you as an honours student and in your postgraduate career.  
 
Responding to feedback and striving to improve our performance is a big part of being a 
psychologist. For this reason, we have made critical feedback a big part of this course. You 
will write feedback for your peers and receive detailed feedback on every piece of written 
work that you submit.  Research has shown that feedback does not necessary promote 
learning, unless there is an opportunity to integrate that feedback to improve a piece of 
work. In this course, you will be able �š�}���^�Œ���À�]�•�������v�����Œ���•�µ���u�]�š�_�����À���Œ�Ç���‰�]���������}�(���Á�Œ�]�š�š���v���Á�}�Œ�l��
(writing exercises and final proposal).  
 
Given that you will have the opportunity to revise your work to improve it, grades are 
somewhat irrelevant in this course. For this reason, detailed (and critical) feedback will be 
given on each piece of writing, but numeric grades will not be released until all revised work 
is marked in Week 13.  The head tutor will give feedback that highlights both the strengths 
and weaknesses of your work and is detailed enough that you will be able to judge the 
quality of your performance; we are just not going to put a number or letter grade on it.  
 
You are encouraged to try and let go of the grade-driven mindset, for this course at least, 
and embrace feedback as an opportunity to improve.  Of course, you are not obligated to 
engage in the revise and resubmit process. If you are happy with the first submission, you 
are welcome to let it stand. ���o�o���Œ���•�µ���u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•���•�Z�}�µ�o�����µ�•�����^�š�Œ�����l�����Z���v�P���•�_���•�}���š�Z���š��the marker 
can see what you have done to integrate the comments given and judge whether higher 
marks are warranted. 

8. Rationale for the Inclusion of Content and Teaching Approach 
In this course, students will take on the role of a researcher, under close supervision. By experiencing the research 
process from the inside, students will develop advanced disciplinary knowledge, have the opportunity to use 
specialised techniques relevant to their chosen research area, develop critical thinking skills, learn to evaluate and 
synthesize information, and practice scientific research communication skills in both 



 

 
 

10. Plagiarism & Academic Integrity 

What is plagiarism? 

�W�o���P�]���Œ�]�•�u���]�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š�]�v�P���•�}�u���}�v�������o�•���[�•���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�š�•���}�Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�����•���Ç�}�µ�Œ���}�Á�v�X���/�š�������v���š���l�����u���v�Ç���(�}�Œ�u�•�U���(�Œ�}�u��
not having appropriate academic referencing to deliberate cheating. 

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories: 

�x Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without 
acknowledging the source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design 
�‰�Œ�}�i�����š�•�U�����•���Á���o�o�����•���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v�•���Á�Z���Œ�����•�}�u���}�v�����‰�Œ���•���v�š�•�����v�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•���]�������•���}�Œ���Á�}�Œ���•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š��
credit. 

�x Inappropriate paraphrasing: changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the 
original structure and information without acknowledgement. This also applies in presentations 
�Á�Z���Œ�����•�}�u���}�v�����‰���Œ���‰�Z�Œ���•���•�����v�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•���]�������•���}�Œ���Á�}�Œ���•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š�����Œ�����]�š�X���/�š�����o�•�}��applies to piecing 
�š�}�P���š�Z���Œ���‹�µ�}�š���•�����v�����‰���Œ���‰�Z�Œ���•���•���]�v�š�}�������v���Á���Á�Z�}�o���U���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���Œ���(���Œ���v���]�v�P�����v���������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���}�Á�v��
analysis to bring the material together. 

�x Collusion: �Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���}�š�Z���Œ�•�����µ�š���‰���•�•�]�v�P���}�(�(���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�l�����•�������‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•���]�v���]�À�]���µ���o���Á�}�Œ�l�X�����}�o�o�µ�•�]�}�v��
also includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose 
of them plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing 
�}�Œ�� �����‹�µ�]�Œ�]�v�P�� ���v�}�š�Z���Œ�� �‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•�� �����������u�]���� �Á�}�Œ�l�� ���v���� ���}�‰�Ç�]�v�P�� �]�š�U�� �}�(�(���Œ�]�v�P�� �š�}�� ���}�u�‰�o��te another 
�‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���}�Œ���•�����l�]�v�P���‰���Ç�u���v�š���(�}�Œ�����}�u�‰�o���š�]�v�P�������������u�]�����Á�}�Œ�l�X 

�x Duplication: submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously been 
prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university. 

Where can I find out more information? 

In many cases plagiarism is the result of inexperience about academic conventions. The University 
has resources and information to assist you to avoid plagiarism. The first place you can look is the 
section about referencing and plagiarism in each Course Guide, as this will also include information 
specific to the discipline the course is from. There are also other sources of assistance at UNSW: 

�x How can the Learning Centre help me? 

The Learning Centre assists students with understanding academic integrity and how to not 
plagiarise. Information is available on their website: http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-
integrity-plagiarism. They also hold workshops and can help students one-on-one. 

�x How can Elise help me? 

ELISE (Enabling Library & Information Skills for Everyone) is an online tutorial to help you 
understand how to find and use information for your assignments or research. It will help you 
to search databases, identify good quality information and write assignments. It will also help 
you understand plagiarism and how to avoid it. All undergraduate students have to review the 
ELISE tutorial in their first semester and complete the quiz, but any student can review it to 
improve their knowledge: http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise. 

�x What is Turnitin? 

Turnitin is a checking database which reviews your work and compares it to an international 
���}�o�o�����š�]�}�v�� �}�(�� ���}�}�l�•�U�� �i�}�µ�Œ�v���o�•�U�� �/�v�š���Œ�v���š�� �‰���P���•�� ���v���� �}�š�Z���Œ�� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�� ���•�•�]�P�v�u���v�šs. The database 
checks referencing and whether you have copied something from another student, resource, 
or off the Internet. Sometimes students submit their work into Turnitin when they hand it in, 
���µ�š�������������u�]���•�������v�����o�•�}���µ�•�����]�š���š�}�����Z�����l�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���Áhen they are marking it. You can find 
out more about Turnitin here: https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/elearning. 

What if plagiarism is found in my work? 

If plagiarism is found in your work when you are in first year, your lecturer will offer your assistance 
to improve your academic skills. They may ask you to look at some online resources, attend the 
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Learning Centre, or sometimes resubmit your work with the problem fixed. However more serious 
�]�v�•�š���v�����•���]�v���(�]�Œ�•�š���Ç�����Œ�U���•�µ���Z�����•���•�š�����o�]�v�P�����v�}�š�Z���Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���}�Œ���‰���Ç�]�v�P���•�}�u���}�v�����š�}�����}���Ç�}�µ�Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�U��
may be investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. 

Repeated plagiarism (even in first year), plagiarism after first year, or serious instances, may also 
be investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. The penalties under the procedures can 
include a reduction in marks, failing a course or for the most serious matters (like plagiarism in a 
honours thesis) even suspension from the university. The Student Misconduct Procedures are 
available here 

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf 

Examples of plagiarism 

Using the internet appropriately 

A first year student handed in an assignment where she had copied from a website. Her lecturer 
�Œ�����o�]�•�������•�Z�������]���v�[�š���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v�����Ç�}�µ���Z���À�����š�}���Œ���(���Œ���v�������Á�����•�]�š���•���]�v���š�Z�����•���u�����Á���Ç���Ç�}�µ���Œ���(���Œ���v���������}�}�l�•��
and journal articles. The lecturer explained how to reference and sent her to a workshop at the 
Learning Centre to help her improve her skills. 

Working together on a math assignment 

A group of Mathematics students worked together on an assignment when they had been told this 
was not allowed. All questions where the students had worked together were given zero, and this 
lead to some student failing the assessment. 

No referencing in an assessment 

A third year student submitted a major assessment that included material from a journal article 
published in Canada. When his essay was submitted into Turnitin, it let the academic know that the 
�•�š�µ�����v�š�����]���v�[�š���Œ���(���Œ���v�������š�Z�����u���š���Œ�]���o�X���d�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š���Á���•���P�]�À���v���Ì���Œ�}���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������•�•���Ç�U�����v�������������µ�•�����]�š���Á���•��
worth 50 per cent he failed the course. 

Copying design work 

���� �(�]�v���o�� �Ç�����Œ�� �����•�]�P�v�� �•�š�µ�����v�š�� �µ�•������ �]�u���P���•�� �}�(�� �•�}�u���}�v���� ���o�•���[�•�� �����•�]�P�v�•�� �]�v�� �Z���Œ�� �Á�}�Œ�l�� ���v���� �Z���� �•���]���� �š�Z����
designs were his own. The matter was formally investigated by his Faculty and he was found to have 
committed academic misconduct and failed the course. 

Further information and assistance 

If you would like further information or assistance with avoiding plagiarism, you can contact the 
Learning Centre. The Learning Centre at The University of New South Wales has two locations: 

UNSW Learning Centre 

Lower Ground Floor, North Wing, Chancellery Building 

(C22 Kensington Campus �t near Student Central) 

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/ 

Phone: 9385 2060 

Email: learningcentre@unsw.edu.au  

Opening Hours: 

Monday to Thursday: 9am - 5pm and 

Friday: 9am - 2.30pm 

COFA Campus Learning Centre 

Email: cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au  

Phone: 9385 0739 

 
11. Course Evaluation & Development 
���}�µ�Œ�•���•�����Œ�����‰���Œ�]�}���]�����o�o�Ç���Œ���À�]���Á���������v�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���(�������������l���]�•���µ�•�������š�}���]mprove them. Feedback is gathered using 
�À���Œ�]�}�µ�•���u�����v�•���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���h�E�^�t�[�•��myExperience process. 
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